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Noise Review Board 
Minutes-draft 
August 12, 2021 
 
Present: Mary Sipe (Chair), Mike Raley (Acoustics professional), Paul van Orden (Noise Control Officer, Member-
at-Large Ernest Harris arrived after the meeting began. 
 
Staff: Kareen Perkins, Livability Supervisor 
 
Absent: Desi Wright (construction professional) 
 
Minutes: Katherine Couch 
 
 
Mary Sipe called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm 
 
Public Comments 
Chris Hahn, a resident in the Pearl District, spoke about concerns on NW 13th between NW Hoyt & Irving Streets 
stemming from outdoor speakers on the patios of bars, along with people talking too loudly while on the deck and 
leaving the area. 
 
Michael Harrison, Director of Local Relations for OHSU, reported that their acoustics consultant got mixed results, 
depending on the event, of decibel compliance during the summertime events at South Waterfront. He wanted to 
thank everyone for their efforts and willingness to listen to the neighborhood's concerns. 
 
Marty Knowles, a resident of the Kenton Neighborhood, has had problems for eleven years from the noise impact of 
the Portland International Raceway's events. He would like a solution, as he has felt unheard.  
Noise Review Board member-at-large recruitment process.  
A panel selected Derek Trost, and the City Council has approved the appointment, and they will be a voting member 
of the Board by the September meeting. 
 
Portland Pickles 
 This is a requested return from the July Noise Review Board meeting to address noise generated from baseball 
game announcements, along with some music on Friday evenings, through a PA system. There was insufficient 
neighbor notification at the July meeting. 
The baseball season goes from the beginning of June to the end of August at Walker Stadium, located at Lents Park.  
 
Alan Miller -Portland Pickles  
 Mr. Miller informed the Board that they had taken sound readings from different locations around the stadium. 
The baseball season will be done at the end of August.  
With the season being practically over and not having a quorum, this became more of a matter of proactively 
addressing the noise for the next season and coming up with a workable plan. 
Paul van Orden spoke with resident James Odell (not able to connect to the meeting), who reported hearing the 
announcements from his home, a few blocks away. It seems the most troubling noise source was the announcer, not 
the music. 



 

 
Mary Sipe was leaning toward assigning the decision for the rest of the season to Paul van Orden, with the 
understanding he and Mary will work together over the next couple of days and let Alan and the Pickles know what 
mitigation they'll need to do for the rest of this season. 
 
She would like to use the rest of the season as an opportunity to gather data and help them prepare for a variance for 
the next season 
 
Ernest Harris arrived. 
 
Mike Raley made a motion to assign the responsibility to the Noise Control Officer. 
With her authority as Chair, Mary Sipe made that recommendation and that she and Paul work together with Alan 
and move forward. 
 
Walsh Construction  
Walsh requests a variance for their project located on S Sheridan and S Caruthers between 5th and 6th Avenues. 
They are requesting early morning starts for concrete pours, tower crane erection, and some high-heat days. (high 
heat days are defined by the predicted temperature to reach 85 degrees by 3:00 pm) 
At this point, there was no representation from Walsh, so the Board began deliberating. 
Walsh had requested 5:30 am start times. Mary Sipe was comfortable granting this request, considering the four 
pours were over 1,000 cubic yards and using two pumps  
Concerning the crane erection, this activity has a low sound impact, so there wasn't much concern. 
When the weather is predicted to reach 85 degrees by 3:00 pm, the Board has typically been allowing a 6:00 am start 
time to help alleviate the effects of the heat on the work crew. 
Mary Sipe explained that, to her knowledge, one of the things that contractors do is to try to start early and try to cut 
an hour or so off of the day, particularly if it exceeds 100 degrees outside. 
She suggested that this may be the time to amend Title 18 to account for the warming temperatures due to climate 
change.  This would significantly aid construction companies so that they can be better prepared. For the present, ten 
days beginning at 6:00 on those days is a good beginning. 
 
Mike Raley moved to approve: 
 
 
 
 
Four concrete pours with a setup time no earlier than 5:00 am and pours beginning no earlier than 5:30 am.  
There can be up to ten days with a 6:00 start time for hot weather, using the 85 degrees by 3:00. The motion 
included the standard set of conditions. It allowed the applicant 
to return to the Noise Review Board to request additional early mornings if high-heat days exceed the amount 
approved. 
 
 
Ernest Harris seconded the motion 
NRB Chair Mary Sipe: ability to come back and then, 
 
Ted Friedman from Walsh Construction joined the meeting 
 
Mary Sipe caught him up on the motion made earlier. 
 
When the vote was called, it passed unanimously. Mary Sipe "Aye," Mike Raley "Aye," Ernest Harris "Aye."  
 
General Public Comments 
Mary Sipe shared that she is a member of the Pearl District Safety Committee and Chair of the Noise Committee.  
In that role, she met with Chris Hahn about the noise issues on  NW 13th Avenue from the street seating and the 
outdoor speakers for the patio. Mary Sipe met with some neighbors and bar owners 
to remove the outdoor speakers and also agreed to stop voluntarily seating outdoors at 10 pm. 



 

Several of them also agreed to make their last call at 10 o'clock. 
 
About the ongoing PIR issues, Mary Sipe suggested a task force comprised of representatives from all the affected 
parties to develop solutions. 
After Marty Knowles emphasized the difficulty of living next to a racetrack with a long season, and Nikki Gammell 
from PIR spoke to the communications they have been having with neighbors,  
Mary Sipe said the next step would be to put together a special meeting on a night that doesn't conflict with the 
Kenton  Neighborhood Association meeting. She asked Marty Knowles to help coordinate the outreach to the 
Neighborhood Association. 
 
Mary Sipe tabled the remainder of the agenda (Board Business). Mike Raley seconded. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
  


