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URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes 

February 18, 2021 
9:30 – 11:30am 
Online Meeting 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Commission Members 
present: 

Chair Vivek Shandas, Vice Chair Barbara Hollenbeck, Anjeanette 
Brown, Gregg Everhart, Lorena Nascimento, Bruce Nelson, 
Daniel Newberry, Damon Schrosk 
 

Commission Members 
absent: 
 

Megan Van de Mark 
 

Urban Forestry staff 
present: 
 

Jenn Cairo, City Forester; Brian Landoe, Analyst I;  
 

City staff present: Tony Garcia, City Attorney; Claudio Campuzano, PP&R 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Public Comments 

 Doug Klotz provided a public comment regarding the lack of street trees at a new development 
on 82nd Ave. near SE Stark and SE Washington. He also noted the installation of a street signal 
pole on SE Division within the pedestrian through zone. If the lot were to be developed, it would 
impact space for pedestrians. 

 Yashar Vasef, the new Executive Director at Friends of Trees, introduced himself to the 
Commission. He shared that he worked previously for the United Nations Foundation advocating 
on issue refugee and climate change issues. Yashar is a former refugee himself and he sees a 
connection between his background and the need for global climate action. The Commission 
thanked him for introducing himself and congratulated him on the new position.  

 
Meeting Minutes 

 Bruce made a motion to approve the January 2021 minutes. Barbara seconded the motion. 
o Yea: Vivek Shandas, Barbara Hollenbeck, Anjeanette Brown, Gregg Everhart, Lorena 

Nascimento, Bruce Nelson, Daniel Newberry 
o Abstain: Damon Schrosk  

 
 

Forestry Report – Jenn Cairo, City Forester 
 The recent winter weather and ice storm have resulted in numerous tree failures across the City. 

PP&R Urban Forestry arborists are currently addressing downed trees and hazards in city-owned 
rights-of-way, parks, and other city-managed properties. The work is expected to take several 
weeks. 
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 City Council approved PP&R’s levy ramp-up budget request. The budget relies on an inter-fund 
loan which will be paid back once levy funding is available in fall 2021. The measure allows 
PP&R to begin hiring positions immediately to support the significant bureau-wide service level 
increase once the levy is fully implemented.  

 Jenn introduced Cynthia Castro, Senior Policy Advisory for Commissioner Rubio, and Matt 
Glazewski, Senior Policy Advisor for Commissioner Mapps. Cynthia is the Commissioner’s 
liaison to Portland Parks & Recreation, while Matt liaises with the Bureau of Environmental 
Services. 

 The Portland Water Bureau’s proposal to require individual water meters in multi-family housing 
units has been amended to make the individual meters optional rather than mandatory. PP&R 
Urban Forestry and the UFC expressed concerns that the amount of right-of-way space needed 
for the meters would decrease available space for tree planting. 

 
Streets 2035 Update – Matt Berkow and Michelle Marx, PBOT 

 Matt and Michelle provided the Commission with an update on the Streets 2035 project. 
 The project has the following objectives 

o Better achieve citywide and individual bureau goals. 
o Reduce situations that require individual interpretation and inter-bureau negotiation. 
o Increase certainty and clarity for people wishing to develop in and adjacent to the ROW. 
o Create a consistent starting point for capital project design development. 

 The project is divided into three phases: 
o Phase 1: Existing Conditions 
o Phase 2: Right-of-Way Policy Reconciliation 
o Phase 3: Outcomes and Final Products 

 The project is in the second phase and has not yet reached any decision points. 
 PP&R Urban Forestry and the UFC have identified a few primary issues so far: 

o There is a misperception of how deep tree roots go and potential conflicts with other 
infrastructure. Tree benefits exceed the cost of repairing damaged lines or potentially 
needing to a remove a tree to access other utilities in the future. 

o Trees provide numerous benefits and services. 
o Access to trees is inequitable in Portland. 
o General support for the tree related issues the project has raised. 

 Summary of Phase 1 
o Analyzed existing conditions in the right-of-way. 
o Documented stakeholder’s spatial needs and interests within the zones of the right-of-

way. 
o Identified the top issues encountered in the right-of-way. 
o Evaluated street types as a context-based decision-making framework. 

 Key issues related to Urban Forestry: 
o Tree preservation and sidewalk standards. 
o Opportunities to coordinate with the Pedestrian Design Guide. 
o Establish mechanism, expectations, and structure for city to work with itself. 
o Addressing utility vaults in the right-of-way. 

 Lorena asked how the Streets 2035 is working to address canopy inequities in the city by creating 
more space for trees in East Portland. 

o Michelle responded that East Portland is also a priority location for PBOT for improved 
pedestrian facilities. Sidewalk construction typically includes tree planting. 

 Gregg asked if sidewalks with narrow planting strips could be altered with sidewalk cuts to allow 
for trees to be planted. 

o Michelle said this is being considered, in addition to larger tree wells in general, as part 
of the Pedestrian Design Guide. 
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 Damon asked if improving soil conditions for street trees by using soil vaults or other technology 
is being considered. 

o Yes, these are being considered and a consultant report has been commissioned to detail 
what opportunities exist. 

 Daniel asked if the consultant has surveyed what other cities are doing to deal with similar issues 
of limited space in the right-of-way. He also asked if it’s necessary for sidewalks to be on both 
sides of the street. 

o Michelle answered that yes, sidewalks are necessary on both sides as there are often 
destinations such as businesses or residences on both sides. It could make sense to have a 
larger planting strip on the side without overhead wires. For example, when ROW space 
is limited, instead of having a 2’ planting strip on each side of the street, there could be a 
4’ planting strip on just one side. 

 Vivek concluded the discussion by noting that the recent ice storms demonstrate the risk to 
existing street trees. Greater investment is needed to dedicate more public space for trees. 
 

Heritage Tree #191 Delisting & Removal – Gregg Everhart, Heritage Tree Committee Chair 
 Urban Forestry staff recommend removing Heritage Tree #191 at 2825 SE Tolman due to 

extensive limb failure. 
 Gregg presented the details of the Heritage Tree to the Commission. 
 Damon made a motion to remove and delist Heritage Tree #191. Barbara seconded the motion. 

o Yea: Vivek Shandas, Barbara Hollenbeck, Anjeanette Brown, Gregg Everhart, Lorena 
Nascimento, Bruce Nelson, Daniel Newberry, Damon Schrosk 

o Nay: 
 
 


