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Abbreviated Situation Status Report 

INCIDENT NAME: COVID-19 

CITYWIDE READINESS STATUS: Full Activation 

ECC GENERAL PHONE: 503-823-2323 

INCIDENT WEBSITE: City of Portland COVID-19 information website 
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REPORT #: 66 (1.05.21 0001)  

The next Abbreviated Situation Status Report will be released: Tuesday, January 12 and the next full 
Situation Status Report will be released: Thursday, January 7. 
Have something to add/update? Bureaus and agencies should send inputs by noon Wednesday, 
January 6 to ECCsitstat@portlandoregon.gov with subject line: COVID Situation Update – [Bureau 
Name]. Reminder that this report will be publicly available online.  
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MEANINGFUL ACCESS STATEMENT 
• (English): The City of Portland is committed to providing meaningful access. To request 

translation, interpretation, modifications, accommodations, or other auxiliary aids or services, 
contact 503-823-2323 or eccsitstat@portlandoregon.gov, Relay: 711. 

• (Română): Orașul Portland și-a luat angajamentul să ofere acces adecvat tuturor persoanelor. 
Pentru a solicita servicii de traduceri sau interpretariat, modificări, cazare sau alte ajutoare ori 
servicii auxiliare, contactați 503-823-2323, Retransmisie: 711. 

• (русский): Администрация Портленда заботится о полноценном доступе ко всем 
программам. Для заказа устного и письменного перевода, адаптивных мер, специальных 
устройств или иных вспомогательных средств и услуг обратитесь по номеру 503- 823-2323, 
или в службу коммутируемых сообщений: 711. 

• (español): La Ciudad de Portland se compromete a proporcionar un acceso significativo. Para 
solicitar una traducción, interpretación, modificaciones, adaptaciones u otras ayudas o servicios 
auxiliares, comuníquese al 503-823-2323, servicio para las personas con problemas auditivos: 
711. 

• (नेपाल�): पोटर्ल्यान्डको शहर अथर्पूणर् पहँुच प्रदान गनर्मा प्र�तबद्ध छ। अनुवादन, व्याख्या, प�रमाजर्न, 

आवास वा अन्य सहायक सामग्री वा सेवाहरूको अनुरोध गनर्का ला�ग, 503- 823-2323, �रले: 711 मा 
सम्पकर्  गनुर्होस।् 

• (简体中文): 波特兰市致力于为市民提供平等的参与机会。如需申请口笔译服务、方案修

改、住宿、其他辅助工具或服务，请致电 503- 823-2323，转接：711。 
• (Soomaali): Magaalada Portland waxay utaagantahay inay adeeg macquul ah bixiso. Si aad 

ucodsato turjumaad iyo soojeedin, isbadalo, adeegyo caawimaad ah, noocyo kaladuwan, iyo 
caawimaado ama adeegyo dheeri ah oo kale, laxariir 503-823-2323: 711.  

• (Chuuk): Ewe City of Portland mi ennetata pwe epwe wor etiwaoch. Ika ka mochen aninnisin 
chiaku me awewen kapas, ekkesiwin, etufich, sokonon napanap, me pwan ekkoch minen awewe 
me aninnis, kokori 503-823-2323, Fon Fan Itan Ekkewe mi wor Ar Osukosukan Manau: 711. 

• (Tiếng Việt): Thành Phố Portland cam kết cung cấp sự tiếp cận hiệu quả. Để yêu cầu dịch vụ biên 
dịch, thông dịch, điều chỉnh, sửa đổi, hoặc thiết bị hay dịch vụ phụ trợ khác, hãy liên hệ 503- 823-
2323, Chuyển Tiếp: 711. 

• (Українська): Місто Портленд робить усе можливе для забезпечення значного доступу. Щоб 
надіслати запит на письмовий і усний переклад, модифікування, адаптування або інші 
додаткові послуги чи допомогу, звертайтеся за номером 503-823-2323, служба 
комутаційних повідомлень: 711. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eccsitstat@portlandoregon.gov
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A. VACCINE NEWS AND RESOURCES 
City Employee Vaccination Update   
Using an equity framework, OHA is currently distributing COVID-19 vaccine in line with the phased 
approach recommended by CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice (ACIP). Here is what 
we know as of today: 

• Phase 1A Group 1 includes Emergency Medical Providers, fire, law enforcement and 911 
dispatchers that must work in-person and have significantly higher workplace exposure risks. 
Starting Dec 31 and through the beginning of February, Portland Fire & Rescue will self-
administer their allocation of vaccines to their sworn staff, Portland Police sworn staff and BOEC 
dispatchers. In all, OHA expects that between 300,000 and 400,000 individuals will have access to 
COVID-19 vaccination during Phase 1a. Work is in progress to further estimate the numbers of 
people within each of the Phase 1a groups. We anticipate it will take several months to distribute 
enough vaccine to immunize all Phase 1a recipients. 

• You may have heard some health care providers are ignoring state guidance and moving on to 
vaccinate all employees, regardless of priority tier. While they may be doing so, the County and 
the City will continue to methodically follow OHA’s prioritization plan. Neither the City (nor any 
other employer) has authority to determine their own prioritization categories. The County will 
begin Phase 1A Group 2 support next week.  

• Recently, educators were added as Group 5, in Phase 1A. The state vaccination plan for this 
group is just getting started. 

• Phases 1B includes “frontline essential workers”. OHA’s Vaccine Advisory Committee, 
representing community perspectives, will identify and prioritize this group. The 27-member 
committee will advise OHA on vaccine sequencing for phases 1b, 1c and 2 of the state’s vaccine 
distribution plan, with the goal of prioritizing communities most affected by COVID-19. For 
more information about the committee, visit the Vaccine Advisory Committee information 
page. Comments or questions can be emailed to covid.vaccineadvisory@dhsoha.state.or.us. 
They are expected to conclude this criteria definition work in February. City staff who fall into 
health, race or age-related high-risk categories that included in Phase 1B may also be eligible to 
receive the vaccine earlier than they would otherwise. The City will receive weekly updates on 
the Committee’s progress from the County. As of yet, we do not yet know when vaccinations 
for Phase 1B will be available. 

• Phase 1C includes “other essential workers”. The CDC recently recommended that water and 
wastewater utility workers be placed in this category. The City ECC team will continue to 
monitor CDC and other federal agency recommendations. The County is working on several 
paths for critical and essential employees to receive vaccinations, such as through health 
insurance providers, retail pharmacies, and employer self-service. The City will work with the 
County to coordinate the best options for City staff. 

 
Even after City employees begin receiving vaccinations, the City’s face covering directive will remain in 
effect. While it appears that the current approved vaccines prevent COVID-19 symptoms in most people 
who receive a shot, it is not yet certain the vaccines completely prevent infection. That means it may be 
possible for someone to be a “carrier” of the coronavirus to others, even after vaccination – further 
study will hopefully answer this unknown. As such, please plan to continue wearing face coverings at all 
times when working indoors, and when in the presence of others while working outside. 
 

mailto:covid.vaccineadvisory@dhsoha.state.or.us
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2020/cop_face-coverings-directive_11-05-2020.pdf
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Oregon’s Vaccination Trend: Doses Administered by Day as of January 4. 
This chart shows the total number of COVID-19 vaccine doses that have been given in Oregon. 

 

People Vaccinated by County: Multnomah County as of January 4. 

  

Source: OHA COVID-19 Vaccination Trends 

  

https://public.tableau.com/profile/oregon.health.authority.covid.19#!/vizhome/OregonCOVID-19VaccinationTrends/OregonStatewideVaccinationTrends
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Local and Regional News 
• On January 5, in a memo to health care and public health providers, OHA announced a new 

rule that opens up Phase 1a to Groups 1-4 for vaccination. Group 5 (educators) has not yet 
been fully defined yet. 

• On January 4, KGW published an article discussing the challenges Oregon hospitals are facing 
with COVID-19 vaccine distribution and administration.  

• On January 4, Governor Kate Brown issued a statement in which she mentions a new 
benchmark of 12,000 COVID-19 vaccinations to be administered in Oregon per day by the end 
of the next two weeks.  

• On January 4, OPB reported that Oregon’s slow COVID-19 vaccine rollout is threatening the 
states’ plans to resume in-person learning.  

• On January 4, KGW reported that the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) union in 
Washington is calling for the vaccination of grocery store workers.  

• On January 2, KGW updated a recently published article claiming that Oregon has only used 20 
percent of its currently available vaccine doses.  

• On January 2, KGW reported that a lack of federal funding is making COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution a challenge in Washington.  

• On January 3, KGW reported that Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue (TVF&R) has begun 
administering vaccines to firefighters and paramedics.  

• On January 1, KGW reported on which long-term care facilities and retirement communities 
will receive COVID-19 vaccines first.  
 

National and International News 
• On January 5, AP News reported on worries about vaccine rollout rise as NY finds virus variant. 
• On January 5, CNN reported that while already free of coronavirus, the Republic of Palau, a 

Pacific islands country could become the first in the world to get vaccinated. 
• On January 5, Anchorage Daily News reported that Alaska is trying to sort out confusion over 

COVID-19 vaccine for people over 65. 
• On January 4, KATU News reported that a pharmacist accused of destroying COVID-19 vaccine 

is an admitted conspiracy theorist. 
• On January 4, CNN reported that New York's governor wants to make it a crime to sell or 

administer COVID-19 vaccines to people trying to skip the line. 
• On January 4, CNN reported that one American dies from COVID-19 every 33 seconds as the 

vaccine rollout hits snags. 
• On January 1, CNN reported that a new year brings same problems with delayed vaccine 

distribution. 
 

Vaccine Resources 
• CDC Interim Playbook for Jurisdiction Operations. Last Updated October 29, 2020.  
• CDC COVID-19 Vaccination FAQ.  
• State of Oregon COVID-19 Vaccination Plan. Last updated November 6, 2020.  
• OHA Phase 1a Vaccine Sequencing Plan. Last Updated Dec 18, 2020.  
• OHA vaccine information.  
• CDC vaccine tracker.  
• CDC vaccine information.  

https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/governor-orders-oha-to-speed-up-vaccinations/283-250329bc-65ef-404f-8e2c-ac977e3c9dd8
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=53990
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/01/04/oregon-governor-kate-brown-schools-teachers-coronavirus-vaccines/
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/union-wants-to-see-washington-grocery-store-workers-vaccinated-as-soon-as-possible/281-b94b585e-3e01-4e91-a2f8-a795c7003fb3
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/oregon-health-authority-responds-to-slow-vaccine-rollout-complaints/283-1a6710b2-3bee-4925-9cc3-57b086e6ab27
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/lack-of-federal-funding-makes-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-challenging-in-washington/281-20cc9f79-5718-4416-b399-324364f9cc1b
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/tualatin-valley-fire-rescue-begins-vaccinating-firefighters-and-paramedics/283-9b563356-21b7-484f-b18e-b01ca4fc2c98
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/which-long-term-care-and-retirement-communities-get-the-covid-vaccine-first/283-ad77fee5-bd67-42d4-86df-604b56d77578
https://apnews.com/article/new-york-immunizations-new-york-city-coronavirus-pandemic-bill-de-blasio-2b3bdfc1dd83e6075df85adcf491758b
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/05/asia/palau-covid-vaccine-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/alaska-now-says-its-residents-65-and-older-can-get-the-covid-19-vaccine-starting-next-week/
https://katu.com/news/coronavirus/pharmacist-accused-of-destroying-covid-19-vaccine-an-admitted-conspiracy-theorist
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/04/us/new-york-covid-vaccine-fraud-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/04/health/us-coronavirus-monday/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/01/politics/states-struggle-chaos-vaccine-distribution-warp-speed/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/covid19/Documents/COVID-19-Vaccination-Plan-Oregon.pdf
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le3527.pdf
https://covidvaccine.oregon.gov/?utm_source=OHA&utm_medium=govstatus_redirect&utm_campaign=https:%3A%2F%2Fgovstatus.egov.com%2For-oha-covid-vaccine
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
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• OHA vaccine dashboard.  
• Página del OHA sobre la vacuna.  
• OHA vaccine information.  
• OHA vaccination FAQ.  
• OHA guidance on what you need to know about the new COVID-19 vaccines.   
• Multnomah County updated vaccine page.   

  

B. SITUATION SUMMARY  

 

OVERVIEW  
Significant events in this reporting period   

• Multnomah County announced the distribution of $5.3 million in CARES Act funding for 
restaurants impacted by COVID-19; New York's governor wants to make it a crime to sell or 
administer COVID-19 vaccines to people trying to skip the line; Parents and teachers opposed to 
resuming in-person learning staged a memorial outside of Oregon school district offices for 
teachers and children killed by COVID-19.   

 

Local and Regional News 
• As of January 4, there are 477 confirmed Coronavirus hospitalizations in Oregon. The Oregon 

Health Authority (OHA) releases these numbers daily. 
• On January 5, KATU reported that the Pacific Northwest region is at roughly 80 percent hospital 

capacity for intensive care beds.  

https://public.tableau.com/profile/oregon.health.authority.covid.19#!/vizhome/OregonCOVID-19VaccinationTrends/OregonStatewideVaccinationTrends
https://vacunacovid.oregon.gov/
https://covidvaccine.oregon.gov/?utm_source=OHA&utm_medium=govstatus_redirect&utm_campaign=https:%3A%2F%2Fgovstatus.egov.com%2For-oha-covid-vaccine
https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le2390u.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDHS/bulletins/2b2cc8d
https://multco.us/novel-coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-vaccine-information
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19
https://katu.com/news/local/pacific-northwest-at-roughly-80-hospital-capacity-for-intensive-care-beds
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• On January 4, Multnomah County announced the distribution of $5.3 million in CARES Act 
funding for restaurants impacted by COVID-19.  

• On January 4, KATU reported on a demonstration held in Washington in support of restaurants 
defying Governor Inslee’s COVID-19 restrictions.  

• On January 3, KGW reported that parents and teachers opposed to resuming in-person learning 
staged a memorial outside of Oregon school district offices for teachers and children killed by 
COVID-19.   

• On January 3, KATU reported on the Federal Drug Administration’s (FDA) voiding of fines for a 
Portland distillery selling hand sanitizer.  

• On January 2, KGW reported on a COVID-19 outbreak in Vancouver, WA that resulted in positive 
cases for new patients who had not previously tested positive for COVID-19. 

• On January 2, KGW reported that the WA Notify app is alerting users of COVID-19 exposures.  
• On January 2, KGW reported that Mt. Hood Meadows is planning to crack down on those who 

fail to meet face mask requirements.  
• On January 1, KGW reported on the premature release of OHA’s COVID-19 contact tracing app.  

 
National and International News 

• On January 5, CNN reported that hospitals are already overwhelmed. Now some states are 
beginning to feel the impact of holiday gatherings. 

• On January 5, CNN reported that anger as Mexico's COVID-19 czar makes beach trip amid worst 
days of pandemic. 

• On January 5, The Atlantic reported on the four numbers that make the pandemic’s massive 
death toll sink in. 

• On January 5, The Washington Post reported that Los Angeles is running out of oxygen for 
patients. 

• On January 4, The Los Angeles Times reported that ambulance crews were told not to transport 
patients who have little chance of survival. 

• On January 4, BBC reported that new lockdowns were issued for England and Scotland. 
• On January 4, National Geographic reported what vaccines mean for the return of travel. 
• On January 3, ABC News reported that there's no running away from the numbers Dr. Fauci 

laments with surging COVID-19 deaths as Trump claims it is fake news. 
• On January 3, Politico reported that the surgeon general defends integrity of COVID-19 

numbers. 
• On January 2, The Atlantic reported that growing old alone and isolation has taken a 

tremendous emotional toll on many older Americans. 
• On January 2, USA Today reported that three states and 33 counties have identified the more 

contagious COVID-19 strain.  
• On January 1, The Wall Street Journal reported that the year ended with a record-setting month 

for COVID-19 in the US. 
• On January 1, NBC News reported that doctors and nurses can't take much more amid COVID-19 

surge in Southern California. 
• On January 1, The Los Angeles Times reported that people who are coughing, sneezing, 

vomiting, and/or visibly ill are still going on planes. 

https://multco.us/multnomah-county/news/multnomah-county-sends-restaurants-53-million-cares-act-relief
https://katu.com/news/nation-world/demonstration-held-in-support-of-restaurants-defying-gov-inslees-covid-19-restrictions
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/education/parents-teachers-opposed-to-reopening-schools-put-up-flags-outside-oregon-school-district-offices/283-36395cd7-e55e-4bf5-b7df-b72a057d9516?ref=exit-recirc
https://katu.com/news/coronavirus/fda-voids-portland-distillery-fine-over-hand-sanitizer-but-owner-still-worried
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/30-patients-test-positive-in-outbreak-at-peacehealth/283-5dd6b717-7987-4d0a-8789-c61036a17e02
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/wa-notify-app-is-alerting-users-of-coronavirus-exposures/281-5c9b76f9-598a-483a-b465-39e6b421671b
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.wa.doh.exposurenotifications
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/mount-hood-meadows-cracking-down-on-those-not-wearking-masks/283-8f9271f3-7d9b-4d75-9ad8-6fd789c410a4
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/oregons-covid-19-contact-tracing-app-was-turned-on-by-mistake/283-24e406ff-c30a-4c6a-a6c0-169306950d32
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/05/health/us-coronavirus-tuesday/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/04/americas/hugo-lpez-gatell-mexico-covid-19-beach-intl/index.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2021/01/us-covid-19-death-toll/617544/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/01/05/covid-hospitalizations-los-angeles-oxygen/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-01-04/los-angeles-hospitals-cannot-keep-up-covid-19-surge-illness
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-55538937
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/2021/01/what-will-covid-19-vaccines-mean-for-travel-coronavirus/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/running-numbers-fauci-laments-surging-covid-deaths-trump/story?id=75015805
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/01/03/surgeon-general-defends-coronavirus-numbers-453796?cid=apn
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/01/social-depression-america-failed-its-elderly/617496/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2021/01/02/new-covid-strain-b-117-explained/4112125001/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/year-ends-with-record-breaking-month-in-u-s-for-covid-19-11609452047
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/doctors-nurses-can-t-take-much-more-amid-covid-19-n1252582
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2021-01-01/covid-19-airplane-sick-on-plane-cdc
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• On January 1, CNN reported that the US surpasses 20 million COVID-19 cases while experts 
foresee tough times in January. 

• On December 31, NBC News reported that millions of Americans moved during the pandemic 
and most aren't looking back. 

• On December 31, VOX reported that the US started 2020 by flattening the curve and never 
came up with a plan for what comes next. 

 

C. PARTNER INFORMATION 
STATE 
Oregon Health Authority (OHA). 

• OHA guidance on best way to build immunity against COVID-19. 
• OHA releases information on more free community testing events added in January.   

 

D. RESOURCES 
RESOURCES UPDATE 
Our resource information is now located on the COVID-19 webpage. The resources page will have 
information on resources from Multnomah County, City of Portland, Asking Questions and Getting Help, 
Equity, Volunteering, About COVID-19, Well-being, Housing, Homelessness, Workplace, Food Security and 
Portland Area Schools & Universities. 
 

APPROVED BY ECC COMMAND 
Created by Lisa Osterberg 

Date/Time January 5, 2021 13:52 

Approved by Katy Wolf 

Date/Time January 5, 2021 14:10 

 

 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/01/health/us-coronavirus-friday/index.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/business-news/millions-americans-moved-during-pandemic-most-aren-t-looking-back-n1252633
https://www.vox.com/22180261/covid-19-coronavirus-social-distancing-lockdowns-flatten-the-curve
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDHS/bulletins/2b40d17
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDHS/bulletins/2b40d17
https://www.portland.gov/omf/covid-19-situation-status-reports-emergency-coordination-center#toc-covid-19-regional-resources
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