
 
 
Answers to questions received 
about NE 148th Safety Project 
 
 
1. Why not a greater police presence or speed cameras to deter speeders? 
 
Over 85% of cars are driving over the 35 mph speed limit on NE 148th in the project area (that’s over 
5,500 cars a day). The city does not have the resources for a significant police presence NE 148th in the 
project area to deter this level of illegal speeding.   

State legislation allows Portland to place speed safety cameras on streets that are part of 
Portland’s High Crash Network. There are thirty streets that make up that network. To identify top 
candidate locations for placing fixed speed safety cameras, we have broken the High Crash Network 
streets into ¼-mile segments and identified the number of speed-related crashes on each segment. 
Segments with a high number of speed related crashes become top candidates for fixed speed safety 
cameras. In addition, we consider geographic distribution, working to ensure that the cameras are not 
concentrated in any one part of the city. We also work with community organizations to understand 
camera impacts and help communicate purpose/ benefits of cameras with their community members. 
Our goal is to reduce the most number of speed-related crashes on Portland streets possible and to get 
the most benefit from each speed safety camera, while not over-enforcing a particular area. 

Portland’s main strategy is to design streets to protect human lives using a “safe systems” approach. 
This means designing streets to protect people even when they make mistakes. Street improvements 
that slow traffic and provide separation between modes give visual cues that people in cars, trucks, on 
bikes, and pedestrians are expected to share the streets. These environmental cues lead people to make 
safer choices. 

2. Why not a stoplight/4-way stop/pedestrian operated flashing crosswalk? 
 
The City of Portland uses national standards to decide what type of crossing design is appropriate for an 
intersection. It’s based on the speed, number of cars during peak travel times, and the width of the road 
to be crossed.  When NE 148th is reorganized from 5 lanes for vehicle travel to 3 lanes between I-84 and 
Halsey, the intersection will warrant a design that uses raised concreate median islands instead of a 
push-button activated beacon. Vehicle speeds and volumes are too high for a 4-way stop at NE 
Sacramento.  
 
It's much less safe and less comfortable for people to cross a 5-lane road with a 35 mph speed limit. 
That’s why, when the vehicle volumes on the street are low enough (like on NE 148th), PBOT prefers the 
safer 3-lane cross section design. When crossing a 5-lane road, the car in the right lane will often stop 

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/vision-zero/high-crash-network


for the person walking, but the car in the left lane may not be able to see the person walking and can 
speed through the crosswalk while someone is crossing. Similarly, if a car in the right lane slows down 
for a person crossing, the car behind them may change lanes to pass them – but if the slowing car is 
slowing for a person walking, the passing car in the left lane can be accelerating into a pedestrian.   
 
Cost is also a factor in design decisions.  We prefer to construct median island crossings when the option 
is available.  
 

• Median island crossing costs about $70,000 per intersection.  
• The push-button activated Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons cost about $200,000 per intersection. 
• Full traffic signals cost about $300,000 per intersection. 

 
The budget for the project is $250,000. By installing the median island crossing, we can also construct a 
section of sidewalk in front of the school and reorganize the road striping to discourage illegal speeding 
on NE 148th.  
 
3. Students at the school do not cross 148th, so crosswalks aren’t needed on 148th. 
 
There are a few reasons why NE Sacramento is a good location for a crosswalk for the Wilkes 
Neighborhood on NE 148th:  
 

• Even though Summerplace is an age 55+ community, the boundary area of Margaret Scott 
Elementary School extends onto the east side of NE 148th. You can view the Margaret Scott 
Elementary School boundary map here.  

• Any neighborhood destination that employs people or serves as a place where people may 
congregate makes for a great place for a safe crosswalk on a busy street. We want to provide a 
safe place for teachers, school staff, and people out for a walk to cross NE 148th too. 

• NE Sacramento is the street crossing location for a future Neighborhood Greenway, which is a 
low-stress neighborhood street that is designed to be a great place to walk, bike, roll, and play. 
The Knott-Sacramento Neighborhood Greenway will be an East-West greenway that will 
connect the Parkrose Heights, Russell, and Wilkes neighborhoods. Planning for that project 
begins in 2022. The Knott-Sacramento Neighborhood Greenway was first identified as a priority 
in the 2012 East Portland in Motion planning process, and has received funding for relatively 
low-cost elements like speed bumps and neighborhood greenway signage and street markings.  
 

 
4. So far Glisan, Division and other street reorganizations have not reduced speed/dangerous 

drivers. 
 
I’m not sure what data this comment is referring to. Throughout February 2020, PBOT collected safety 
and traffic data on NE Glisan Street and nearby neighborhood streets in accordance with the project 
evaluation guide. The data included speed data on NE Glisan Street, transit travel time and reliability, 
vehicle travel time, and speed and volume on nearby neighborhood streets.  
 
The data collected shows an overall improvement in safety measures. Vehicle speeds on NE Glisan 
Street are lower, with the most drastic reduction noted among the most dangerous behavior of top-end 
speeding. The street better meets guidelines for pedestrians, people biking, and people taking transit. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=12yVXiwtisIr2-M8Vj5k8z-iKbko&ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&ll=45.540010500994235%2C-122.50783651867674&spn=0.095829%2C0.26041&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=12yVXiwtisIr2-M8Vj5k8z-iKbko&ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&ll=45.540010500994235%2C-122.50783651867674&spn=0.095829%2C0.26041&z=14
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/what-are-neighborhood-greenways
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-projects/construction/ne-knott-sacramento-neighborhood-greenway-ne-122nd-ave-ne


The data does not show significant changes to travel times for TriMet buses, only a slight increase in the 
westbound direction and a somewhat larger transit peak delay in the eastbound direction during the 
evening peak period. Travel time for all vehicles also remained roughly the same, with the exception of 
increases up to 30 seconds during the evening peak period, and some increases for the slowest traveling 
vehicles. These increases are smaller than what was predicted by models run by PBOT before the 
project. The data does not show any significant changes to volumes or speeds on nearby neighborhood 
streets. You can view complete data at the NE Glisan Street Update Evaluation Report.  
 
Changing the street cross section from 5 lanes to 3 has had positive impacts on illegal speeding in other 
parts of the city. For example, you can see the impact on illegal speeding on a similar project on SW 
Capitol Highway here. 
 

 
5. Who was the postcard mailed to? 

 
Addresses in light blue below were mailed a postcard (2,013 addresses) 

 

 
 
6 . Who was notified Fall 2020? Margaret Scott Elem?  

https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2020/evaluation-report-glisan-dec-2020.pdf
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/sw_capitol_hwy-post-data.pdf


 
Feedback from the school was first sought about the project when it was first proposed to the Margaret 
Scott Elementary School principal and secretary in 2017, when PBOT started working with schools 
throughout the city to identify crossing needs. PBOT didn’t receive a lot of feedback about the project at 
the time, but there is more communication with Margaret Scott Elementary now and we are in 
communication with their principal about the project.  
 
7. Was the school bus company consulted?  TriMet?  
 
Yes, school bus transportation feedback was concern for the turning radius on 148th and Sacramento, 
parents parking so close to the intersection of Sacramento and 148th, sufficient gaps for pulling 
eastbound onto 148th, and the desire for more sidewalks along 148th.  
 
The concrete median island is designed to accommodate turning for all types of buses. At peak travel 
hours, turning onto NE 148th from NE Sacramento will likely require a few additional seconds of travel 
time. When we have limited funds and limited public right-of-way, PBOT has to make tradeoffs. East 
Portland's wide streets have historically prioritized motor vehicle speed above everything else, including 
safety. This project aims to slow down vehicle speeds and provide one highly visible place to cross the 
street on 148th.  
 
We would also like to include more sidewalk construction in this project. The challenge is cost. One 
block of sidewalk costs about $100,000 to design and construct. We do not have funding for additional 
sidewalk at this time, but PBOT is aware that it is needed on 148th and is seeking options for additional 
funding.  
 
TriMet has been consulted, their main concern is maintaining all current bus stop locations and 
designing bike lanes that interact safely with their bus stops. No changes are proposed to current bus 
stop locations and they are being consulted on all bike-bus stop designs in the project.   
 
8. How will this impact the the Summerplace outlets? How will this impact NE San Rafael? 
 
NE San Rafael will have a right turn pocket for northbound drivers on 148th that want to turn eastbound 
onto NE San Rafael. Below is a link to an image of the NE San Rafael entrance from the project website:  
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2021/wilkes-ca-02-02-22.pdf#page=5 
 
Below is the most recent striping concept for NE Sacramento and 148th location (east side). NE 
Sacramento is an offset intersection. Instead of constructing two crossings at both legs of the offset 
intersection, the best practices both nationally and locally is to construct a two-way bike facility to help 
people biking access the main crosswalk.  
 
I know this is a change for the neighborhood and I have heard feedback that some residents do not want 
turn pockets removed from their driving route. The challenge we face is that every project has trade-
offs. This is because both the physical right of way/public space owned by the City of Portland is limited, 
and because we want to fund projects across the entire city. The trade-off for creating a slower street 
on NE 148th that has options for people who want to walk or bike in the Wilkes neighborhood is that 
some locations will not have a turn pocket for people driving where there currently is one.  
 

https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2021/wilkes-ca-02-02-22.pdf#page=5


 
 
9. What/When was presented at Wilkes Community Association and what was this discussion?   

 
The PBOT project website has a link to the presentation that was presented on 2/2/21. The link looks 
like this: 
 

 
 
10. Will there be public meetings to provide feedback or is only alternative via email/phone? 
 
At this time, the City of Portland is only holding meetings over the online meeting platform Zoom due to 
Covid-19. We could ask to present again at the Wilkes Neighborhood Association’s Zoom meeting if I 
hear from people directly that there is interest. We are presenting at the Summerplace community 
meeting over Zoom May 19th.  
 
11. Will drivers use NE 146th Dr. as a shortcut instead of waiting on Sacramento? 
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https://www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-projects/construction/ne-148th-avenue-ne-146th-drive-north-ne-sacramento-street
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/2021/wilkes-ca-02-02-22.pdf


At peak travel hour around school start time, pre-covid data showed an average of about 1 car turning 
every 50 seconds at NE Sacramento. It is possible that some drivers will turn onto NE 146th Drive or San 
Rafael instead of Sacramento, but it isn’t likely to be a large number because at peak hour there just 
aren’t that many cars turning, and so the delay should not divert traffic.  
 
If drivers do want to avoid NE Sacramento, there are multiple options for them to do so, so it’s unlikely 
that there would be a noticeable change on any one street. Once school is back in session, we can do 
some additional in-person monitoring of the 148th and Sacramento intersection to observe vehicle 
conditions at this location.  
 
12. Were there studies done to clock speeds & number of cars? When? For how long? 
 
View speed, volume, and turning data at the end of this document.  
 
 
13. What will evaluation methods will be done and when? 
 
At least six months after the road striping and median island is complete, PBOT will collect post- project 
vehicle volume and speed data on NE 148th and turn data at NE Sacramento and NE 146th Drive to 
compare with pre-project data. (Since peak hour travel only occurs when school is in session, post-
project data cannot be collected during the summer.) This information will be shared with the public on 
the project’s website, and post project feedback will be collected at that time. It may be possible to 
make minor adjustments to the design following this evaluation.  
 
14. Where exactly will 148th turn into 1 lane each direction? 
 

     
 
NE 148th north of NE Sacramento is already one travel lane in each direction.  
 
15. How long will project take? 

 
The street striping will be completed by PBOT Maintenance Operations crews and will take about two 
weeks to complete, though work can be impacted by weather and unanticipated conflicts.  
 



Concrete curb ramp, median island, and sidewalk work will be constructed separately after street 
striping and will take longer to complete as there are more specialized crews that perform the different 
steps of concrete work.  
 
16. How will problems (wait times, accidents, etc) be reported/recorded? 
 
Please contact the project manager with any problems or questions. Non-urgent traffic safety concerns 
can be reported for any location in Portland at any time at 503-823-SAFE or through the PBOT website.  
 
17. What will speed limit on 148th be? 
 
The speed limit is currently 35 miles per hour. It is likely that after the project, PBOT will submit an 
application to the Oregon Department of Transportation to request for the speed limit to be lowered to 
30 miles per hour.  
 
18. How many accidents/deaths have been recorded on 148th in past 5 yrs? 
 
Within project area: 
2/10/2017 - serious injury to people in vehicles 
12/31/2013 – serious injury to people in vehicles 
7/26/2012 - serious injury to people in vehicles 
 
19. The left turn lane at 146th Dr was removed and now I think it’s dangerous 
 
Turning counts collected in 2018 showed that about 5 cars per hour used the turn pocket in the PM peak 
travel hour, which is quite low usage. The road space was changed to provide a place for people biking 
to connect to the I-84 multiuse path that did not previously exist. The configuration that exists now is 
similar to the experience of people turning off of NE 148th north of the street between I-84 and Sandy, 
and other parts of Portland.  
 
Traffic data at NE Sacramento and 148th northbound captured nearly 40% of drivers driving over 45 
mph (September 2019 data). The 148th Safety Project will be reorganizing the road to slow down these 
top end speeders. Narrowing or reducing underutilized travel lanes impacts travel speed. This is because 
most drivers base their travel speed on what feels comfortable given the street design. The wider the 
road, the faster people tend to drive, and, the faster the car, the more severe the injuries resulting from 
a crash. We expect that having slower northbound drivers approaching NE 146th Drive overall will help 
make it more comfortable to turn west. 
  

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/report-non-urgent-traffic-safety-concern-823-safe#:%7E:text=DO%20NOT%20call%20823%2DSAFE%20to%20report%20the%20following%3A&text=or%20medical%20response-,URGENT%20MAINTENANCE%3A%20Call%20503%2D823%2D1700%20for%2024%2D,Email%20is%20PDXRoads%40portlandoregon.gov
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148th and Sacramento turning movements peak 7:30am – 9:15am (141 westbound turns from 
northbound 148th)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



148th and Sacramento turning movements peak hour 7:45am – 8:45am (96 westbound turns from 
northbound 148th)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


