
Why Street Trees?

Street trees are a valuable asset to the community. 
Beyond aesthetic benefits, street trees improve 
air and water quality, provide shade, increase 
property value, and contribute to the safety and 
livability of the neighborhood. 

Woodlawn Tree Inventory and Tree Plan

In 2015, the Woodlawn Tree Team worked with 
PP&R Urban Forestry to organize volunteers 
and conduct a street tree inventory. 

It took 32 volunteers 216 hours plus additional 
staff time to collect data on tree species, size, tree 
condition, and site characteristics for all 2,658 
street trees in the neighborhood. 

After analyzing the results, the Woodlawn Tree 
Team created a vision statement, set goals, 
created objectives, and made property owner 
recommendations designed to improve the health 
of the community’s urban forest. The result is the 
Woodlawn Tree Plan, which will guide the team’s 
stewardship activities in future years.
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Street Tree Inventory Findings
Inventory Findings

• Woodlawn has 2,658 trees of 89 types. 

• Just two families, Rosaceae and Sapindaceae, 
account for 53% of neighborhood street trees. 
Broadleaf deciduous trees make up 95% of the 
population.

• Young and small form trees are overrepresented 
in the neighborhood at 54% of street trees.

• Only 13% of street trees are large form varieties.

• Small sites represent 57% of planting spaces in 
the neighborhood, which poses a challenge to the 
growth and longevity of street trees. 

• 51% of all street tree planting spaces are 
currently stocked with trees. 2,055 empty spaces 
are available for planting, 147 of which are high 
priority large sites with no high voltage wires.

• The replacement cost of the street tree 
population is valued at $6.7 million.

• Woodlawn’s street trees provide $237,000 annually 
in environmental services and other benefits.

VISION STATEMENT 

The Woodlawn Tree Team will work 
with our neighbors to preserve and 
enhance the tree canopy of our 
neighborhood so that all current and 
future neighbors benefit from the 
health, ecological, aesthetic, and 
other positive aspects provided by 
trees.  
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GOALS
1. Ensure the health and successful establishment 

of young, newly planted trees in Woodlawn to 
enhance the tree canopy.  

2. Increase the diversity of Woodlawn’s tree canopy 
to help provide more resilience to diseases and 
pests and other benefits. 

3. Encourage planting of the “right tree for the right 
space” with a focus on getting large species 
planted in large planting strips to maximize 
canopy potential. 

4. Increase the tree canopy of Woodlawn, since only 
51% of available sites are currently planted. 

SHORT-TERM OBJECTIVES
1. Provide education workshops on basic tree care 

(pruning, watering, etc) to ensure owners have 
tools to care for trees, especially young, newly 
planted ones.

2. Provide education workshops on species 
selection to encourage selection of diverse 
species and discourage selection of currently 
overrepresented trees, particularly Rosaceae and 
Sapindaceae families and specifically trees in the 
Acer, Prunus, and Malus genera. 

3. Encourage developers to select diverse species 
when planting required street trees. Utilize 
established formal contact that occurs already 
between developers and Woodlawn NA Land Use 
& Transportation committee.  

4. Connect with groups that conduct street tree 
plantings and encourage trees that emphasize 
species diversity and the right tree for the right 
space, with a focus on outreach to owners of the 
estimated 147 empty oversized strips.  

LONG-TERM OBJECTIVES
1. Seek funding to assist property owners in care of 

trees, especially pruning care for older, mature 
trees or in replacement of dying/dead trees. 

2. Create planting projects in heat island areas and 
other areas of neighborhood that could benefit 
from enhancement, including depaving and 
planting. 

3. Plan more educational opportunities for the 
Woodlawn community, such as creating a map 
of trees or signage in Woodlawn Park to help the 
community learn tree identification.

Contacts
Woodlawn Tree Team

woodlawntreeteam@gmail.com

www.gowoodlawn.com 

www.facebook.com/woodlawnpdx

Woodlawn Community Association

gowoodlawn.com

General meetings are at 7-8:30 pm on first 
Wednesdays (except August) at Classic Foods,  
817 NE Madrona St.

Portland Parks & Recreation Urban Forestry

www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/trees

503-823-TREE

Friends of Trees

www.friendsoftrees.org  

503-282-8846

Download the complete map and report

www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/treeinventory

How you can help
Join the Woodlawn Tree Team!

Take a leadership role and help us to achieve 
our goals, plan tree events and advocate for tree 
planting and maintenance in Woodlawn. Contact 
us for more information.

Water Newly Planted Trees 

In the first two years after planting, trees need 
15-20 gallons of water per week in the dry spring 
and summer months.

Prune low limbs on street trees

Trees limbs must hang no lower than 7.5’ above 
the sidewalk, 11’ above residential streets, and 
14’ above main arterial streets. Contact Urban 
Forestry for your free pruning permit.

Mulch young trees

Keeping soil and mulch away from direct contact 
with the trunk, add two inches of mulch around 
the tree. Start with two five-gallon buckets and 
increase the amount as the tree grows.

Plant native species and backyard habitats

Native species support native wildlife 
populations. Visit http://audubonportland.
org/issues/backyardhabitat for information 
about the Audubon Society’s Backyard Habitat 
Certification Program.

Plant evergreens

Evergreen trees provide benefits such as 
stormwater interception and air pollution 
reduction throughout the year, increasing the 
total amount of benefits produced over the tree’s 
lifetime.
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