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cherry in bloom. Photo by
Steve Terrill Photography.
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Find an Arborist! The Local Tree Care Provider
List is Here to Help.

We all need some care and maintenance, and this is true for trees too. With spring less than a month
away, consider having your trees checked before the leaves come out.

The trees around us may need professional care sometimes. But not everyone knows who to
call in a city with so many tree care companies! A good relationship with an arborist you trust
should grow over time, just like your tree! That is why Urban Forestry has the Local Tree Care
Providers List.

While we will not make a recommendation about one company, everyone on the list of tree care
providers has been checked for the following:

Attends a workshop once a year to stay current with Portland's tree code. 
Tree care providers can sign up for the next workshop on May 15 here. 
Does not have a documented tree code violation within the past year.
Has an active Portland business license. 
Has a certified arborist on staff.

The Local Tree Care Providers page also has links for you to check a company's state license. This is
something that you should do before hiring any contractor! Here are some more helpful hints when
looking for an arborist to care for your valuable trees:

Get recommendations and read reviews.
Free estimates are common, try to get three estimates to compare.
Advice or consultations are almost never free, expect to pay a fee for professional knowledge.
Removing a tree, especially a large one, should be avoided if other options exist to reduce risk.

To tree owners and tree care providers alike, thank you for the important part you play
in caring for our urban forest!

Upcoming Events
Opportunities to learn and volunteer!
www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/workshops

2020 Flowering Tree Photo Contest
February 25, 2020 - April 30, 2020

New this year: prizes! The Top 3 individuals can choose
from: a tree seedling and watering bucket, Science Comics:
Trees: Kings of the Forest, or an Urban Forestry water
bottle.

Spring will soon be coming into full bloom across Portland! If it is
anything like the spectacular fall color we had just a few months
ago, we are in for a show.

Urban Forestry is looking for you to get outside, get creative, and
send us your best photos of trees in all their flowering glory. New
perspectives and species are encouraged. 

Please observe the following contest rules:

The photo must be your own original photo
The photo must be of a tree in the City of Portland
Please provide the location with your submission
Multiple submissions are allowed
All rights to the photos are released to the City of Portland
and may be published with or without photo credit
Be respectful of private and public property, do not
trespass
Submissions are due by April 30, 2020

Submit your photos here!

Winning photos may be featured in Tree Bark and on our social media platforms.

Spring Tree Identification Walk
Saturday, April 11, 2020, 10 am to 11:30 am
Ventura Park, 460 SE 113th Ave. (map)

Urban Forestry Outreach and Science Manager,
Angie DiSalvo, will lead a special spring tree
walk!

Bring your cameras or sketchbooks and learn to
identify trees while exploring Ventura Park.

We will get familiar with common tree species by looking beyond the leaves – we will also examine
flowers, bark, and buds. 

Rain or shine, we will be walking and talking trees, so sign up early and bring a friend! 

Register here.

More Upcoming Events

2/29/2020, Leap Year Tree Walk: Every four years, we add on an extra day to February to make up for
the 0.2421 days we missed in the previous three. The calendar is a human concept that many plants
and trees follow, but not all. Some of our trees have behaviors that do not occur on a yearly schedule.
Spend a few hours of your extra day in 2020 learning about trees that have irregular habits. Join Urban
Forestry staff from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm at Knott Park (map) to explore these unique features. Meet
at the NW corner parking lot. Register here.

3/07/2020, East Holladay Park Public Gathering: Have you seen some new trees at East Holladay
Park? Last fall, PP&R Urban Forestry celebrated Arbor Day by planting a grove of trees near the
playground with community members. Many more trees will be planted here in the fall of 2020, and we
want to share the details with you! Join Urban Forestry staff on Saturday, March 7, 2020, from 2:00 pm
- 4:00 pm at the East Portland Community Office, 1017 NE 117th Ave. (map)

Ongoing:

Sign up for a Pop-Up: An arboretum is a collection of trees that have a purpose – and our purpose is
to share the trees in Portland’s parks with everyone who passes by. If your Tree Team is interested in
having a Pop-Up Arboretum in your local park, please complete an interest form, available here.
Interest forms are due by March 31, 2020.

In Other News
Discounted Native Plants Available for Pre-Order: Sparrowhawk Native Plants will accept online
orders Sunday, March 1, 2020, through Sunday, March 15, 2020! Your plants will support bees, other
insects, and wildlife. A portion of the proceeds will also be given to inspiring community organizations.
Learn more and order from the impressive selection of 60+ species at:
www.sparrowhawknativeplants.com.

Portland Urban Forestry Honored with Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA) Accreditation: There
are many urban forestry departments around the country, but less than 20 of them are listed as SMA
Accredited. Portland has been formally recognized by SMA as a model for urban forestry programs
around the world. All Portlanders should be proud of this accomplishment! Together, we are working
hard to grow and protect our urban forest. Learn more about SMA Accreditation here.

Woodlawn Park Storymap, History, and Photos: Did you know that the Woodlawn neighborhood had
a train station at Durham Avenue and Dekum Street back in the 1800s? Take a photographic trip
through time, and explore the trees of Woodlawn Park by visiting the Trees of Woodlawn Park
Storymap. Want more? You can check out other park storymaps here.

OSHA Investigation Finds Boom Lift Safety Violations at Pickathon: KGW8 reports on the tragic
incident at Pickathon last August where two local arborists were killed. Read about the safety
violations that were found. Visit the memorial fund set up to support the families and learn more
about these two remarkable men.
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