
 

PORTLAND FREIGHT COMMITTEE  
DECEMBER 2020 NOTES 
Meeting No. 208  
WHEN:  Thursday, December 3, 2020 @ 7:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
Time: Topic: Lead: 
     
7:30 AM Welcome and Zoom Meeting Protocol:           Stephanie Lonsdale 

• Minutes approved 
  
7:35 AM Hot Topics, Points of Interest, Successes:   Jana Jarvis/All 
 PFC members reported on current activities from their respective industry and agencies. 
 

• Update on 2040 Portland Freight Master Plan – Our project team is planning 
upcoming outreach and would like to ask the PFC for help. 
- Do any members have connections to help get our videographer in the cab of a 
truck for a ridealong? Footage will be used for our 2040Freight video. Multiple 
different trucks and companies would be great. 
- Project team is also soliciting suggestions for distributing freight driver surveys. 

o 2040Freight team follow up with Jana Jarvis and Kristine Kennedy 
• ODOT projects & relevant decisions - Development of STIP in process of collecting 

input on spending of $2 billion.  
• Safety update from Vision Zero – Crash data examined from Portland Police Bureau 

and Portland Fire and Rescue response/dispatch calls indicate that crashes are on par 
with 2019 traffic fatalities. Vision Zero looks at hot spots on the high crash network 
to bring a targeted approach.  

• NE 47th AVE is open for two-way traffic and practically complete. 
 
7:50 AM COVID-19 Freight Industry Member Updates   All  
 Committee members reported out on pandemic impacts to their industry. 
 

• TriMet has made adjustments to the downturn to ridership trends and elevated driver 
and operator safety. TriMet received initial CARES funding and federal support 
might be available on the horizon.  

• Port of Portland – Air passenger travel has been down about 65% and we don’t see that 
changing anytime soon. The pandemic has exasperated the labor shortages. 
Consequentially, ships get detained at berth.  

• Highway Specialized Transport has expanded where they go and what they do. Many 
drivers are local and do not typically do business outside the region. Drivers have 
complained that there are not services or facilities. 

• Oregon Trucking Association - Depending on what kind of commodities members are 
hauling, they are running at about 85% or business is up over last year. 

• FedEX has seen more residential deliveries.  
• The bottleneck at the Rose Quarter went away in the first part of the pandemic but has 

since returned. 



 

• ODOT has been tracking traffic data and will come to present at the group in 2021.  
 
8:05 AM Multnomah County Bridge Weight Limits   Mike Pullen (Mult. CO)  

Multnomah County staff provided an update on the County’s revised vehicle weight limits on 
bridges, as well as brief the committee on details of the Burnside Bridge Project. 

• We have several county bridges where the weight limits have been reduced. Burnside 
Bridge will have its limit in Spring 2021. Limit has been in place due to the 
rehabilitation project. 

• Morrison Bridge has had a reduction; there is a plan to strengthen this bridge by 
2024. Multnomah County is coordinating with TriMet and Portland Fire and Rescue. 
The Morrison Bridge repainting will begin in February 2021 and last for around 20 
months. The four traffic lanes will remain open, but there will be a few weekend 
closures with traffic control.  

• Earthquake Ready Burnside Bridge is a long-term project to completely replace the 
bridge so we have a dependable downtown bridge that will survive a big earthquake. 
We are looking at several options to complete this long span bridge alternative. We 
have gotten to the preferred alternative in the NEPA process. The bridge will be 
widened to 110 or 115 feet, maintaining lane configurations throughout the entire 
cross section. There is this question of how pedestrians and bicyclists on the north 
side of the bridge access the walkway to East Bank Esplanade. Potential access 
options are being explored and include ADA accessible ramps. The project team is 
considering an under-bridge ramp, stairs and elevators, or a mid-block crossing on 
the bridge. We're in the midst of working with various city bureaus in the focus group 
to assess the various pros and cons of each one of these options. We expect to have 
more information by January on each of these options. The project team would like to 
come to the PFC in early 2021. We'll also have more findings for the draft 
environmental impact statement about traffic and we'll enter the 45-day comment 
period in mid-January, a key time for the freight interest to get any comments in 
the record. We are close to publishing the draft environmental impact statement and 
going through final review. The final environmental impact study will come out in 
October 2021 and will provide more definitive opinion on the options. 

Comments and Questions 

• Under the scenario we've had some kind of a Cascadia event, this bridge is designed 
to with stand that – this would be the connection point from east to west. I want to 
make sure you are designing a bridge that will allow the kind of equipment to move 
across the bridge to help in recovery efforts. This will be the freight route.  

o We absolutely are considering heavy, wide over height vehicles as we're 
developing the clearance envelopes and our capacity equations for what the 
bridge needs to handle. From a seismic standpoint this is going to be a 
singular highest performing bridge in the state because of the design criteria. 
Embedded is a loading condition for recovery and operations. 

• Will this improve getting onto the bridge for trucks? 
o We looked at an alternative called the Couch extension that would eliminate 

the S curve. That alternative was not the preferred alternative for a number of 



 

reasons. That S curve is going to be maintained as the entry to the bridge. A 
slight modification at the west end of the S curve will soften the curvature. 

8:35 AM HVUT Update:                                                    Mark Lear (PBOT) 
PBOT staff provided an update on current proposed allocation of HVUT 2 revenue – cost 
estimates and specific recommendations. 

• PBOT HVUT project team would like PFC buy in for memo to PBOT Director Chris 
Warner documenting where we are on the projects and how we are proposing to 
show them in the capital budget. For the purposes of developing our capital budget 
for 2022-2026, the HVUT project list shows we can deliver the projects as quickly as 
possible with the resources and do the project development work on Cornfoot Road. 
We plan to return to the PFC in Spring 2021 with detailed cost and scope for the 
modified approach to Cornfoot repairs discussed over the past few months with this 
committee.  

• The PFC has seemed to be generally onboard, understands the resources that are 
available, and is recommending that we move forward. This committee will have the 
chance to review the project list again in the spring when we have more details 
together. The input provided by the PFC has helped to improve the project list from 
the initial staff recommendation we brought to you a few months ago.  

Comments and Questions 

• PFC would like more information on why the cost increase jumps from $6 million to 
$20 million.  

o Yes, the project team will document where the additional costs are coming 
from. Project staff will include the PFC request for additional information on 
the breakdown of costs to the memo. 

• One of the major issues for Cornfoot is that there is no curb on one or either side for 
most of the roadway. This creates a different equation for maintaining long-term. A 
big part of the cost is drainage. 

• Committee would like to use this project as case study demonstrating the effective 
use of concrete. 

o In the Cornfoot meeting between PFC members and PBOT staff, we came up 
with better solutions and have a chance to test it out.  

• It is important to get to some of the basic assumptions around converting asphalt to 
concrete and what is required. 

• The asphalt portions of the Cornfoot project would be considered maintenance, 
therefore would not have to meet the same stormwater requirements as in new 
construction. Questions were raised around the installation of stormwater treatment 
next to the Columbia Slough. 

• In either case, asphalt or concrete, you must redo the subgrade. You need to consider 
what is underneath the roadway as a part of the equation. 

o PBOT will dig into these details between now and when we come back to the 
PFC in spring, figuring out which segments require more than grind and 
overlay. There will be a higher level of review than has been done at this 
point in the project.  



 

• There is a geometry issue at 47th and Cornfoot where trucks have a difficult time 
making the corner. Addressing this turning radius issue would be beneficial.  
 

8:50 AM 2020 PFC Recap and 2021 Topics Discussion  Jana Jarvis/All 
Committee examined progress made in 2020 meetings, then discussed topics of interest for 2021 
PFC meetings.  
 
• March or April – Metro Regional Freight Delay and Commodity Movement Study after 

Metro gets out RFP and hires a consultant. (contact: Tim Collins) 
o Metro study will coordinate with 2040Freight Update 

• February – BPS’ is working on a Marine Industrial Land Analysis as part of the Equal 
Opportunities Analysis Update with consultant EcoNorthwest. The analysis will 
forecast growth and land demand along Portland Harbor in 2040. (contact: Steve 
Kountz) 

• E-Commerce and Deimler would be interesting. 
• The Port of Portland may put in a grant application for federal grant funding for a 

project at one of the marine terminals. (contact: Tom Bouillion) 
• Update from ODOT Climate Office on the Transportation Electrification Infrastructure 

Needs Analysis Study (contact: Marie Dodds) 
• Update from railroad industry; there are lots of changes happening. (contact: Bill 

Burgel) 
• Disaster preparedness in the case of a Cascadia natural disaster. 
• Interest voiced for having an overview of all the road designations in the bicycle and 

pedestrian improvements. 
• Metro has been working on Emergency Management Routes; Metro staff could come 

to PFC sometime in 2021. 
• Committee should support public awareness efforts to elevate the perspective of 

drivers. 
• Focus on the Economic Opportunities Analysis and the land use actions coming up, and 

then onto the River Plan. Generally plans and related activities that are coming down 
the pike from the City Bureaus.  

• Should keep track of new proposal on climate-related industry fees and stationary 
sources that the City of Portland is looking at.  

o Public comment on current proposal is open until January 4, 2021.  
o PFC members can reach out to Jana Jarvis or Corky Collier to learn more. 

• The Port of Portland has completed a fair amount of work related to the seismically 
resilient runway and could present. There is some relationship with air cargo. The 
Port has also looked at what role their marine terminals could play in resilience and 
disaster recovery. This topic could potentially be a part of a broader discussion. 
Randy Fisher is a good research resource within the Port on marine markets and 
commodities and could present on grain movement throughout the region. 

• Taking a look at Columbia Boulevard’s transit access, bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
and the Slough Trail as a way to get improved bicycle access off of the road. The 
PFC should consider elevating the efforts to move the overdimensional route from 
Lombard to Columbia Blvd.  

• Reauthorization funding, stimulus money and the State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) should be priority topics in the coming months.  

• Update on Governor’s Executive Order on carbon; there will be a Rules Advisory 
Committee coming together. 



 

• Tolling program 
• Interstate Bridge Replacement 
• Update to Oregon Highway Plan and Oregon Transportation Plan and Mobility Policy 
• The PFC should weigh in on land use and industrial property in the 2040Freight 

process. 
 
9:20 AM Public Comment   Jana Jarvis  

• Michelle Sprague, comment on 2040Freight request for outreach:  
Could businesses in Hosford-Abernathy Neighborhood District (HAND)be contacted? In the 
video it might be helpful to see how big trucks must go in and out of really narrow residential 
area; the neighborhood also has a major Greenway that trucks must go through. Trucks also 
must deal with the at-grade crossings of both freight rail and passenger trains at SE 11th and 
12th Avenues. Freight trucks interact with freight trains and their deliveries are impacted.  
 
RE: Driver survey – Loading docks in the HAND get trucks from California, Montana, and 
the East Coast. Could signage near loading docks advertising surveys to reach drivers from 
other regions? What might be normal for someone from Portland may be strange from 
someone from the East Coast. We have areas with a lot of bicycles and truckers may be 
coming from areas where they do not encounter them in the same way.  

 
9:30 AM Adjourn 
 
Questions about this agenda or other questions about the Portland Freight Committee please contact: 

• Mark Lear, Mark.Lear@PortlandOregon.gov  
• Stephanie Lonsdale, 971 337-0343; Stephanie.Lonsdale@portlandoregon.gov 
• Also, visit the Portland Freight Committee website at: 

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/freight-committee  
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