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URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes 

June 18, 2020 
Online Meeting 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Commission Members 
present: 

Chair Vivek Shandas, Vice Chair Barbara Hollenbeck, Brian 
French, Gregg Everhart, Lorena Nascimento, Bruce Nelson, 
Daniel Newberry, Megan Van de Mark, Damon Schrosk 
 

Commission Members 
absent: 
 

 
Anjeanette Brown 

Urban Forestry staff 
present: 
 

Jenn Cairo, City Forester; Brian Landoe, Analyst I  
 

City staff present: Tony Garcia, Deputy City Attorney; Mindy Brooks, BPS 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Forestry Report – Jenn Cairo, City Forester  
 The recruitment to fill the UFC’s one vacant position has been extended to August 30th. 
 PP&R and BES are continuing to work collaboratively on the City Tree Planting Improvement 

Project. An external stakeholder group has been established and will convene for multiple 
meetings over the summer. Vivek will chair the group. 

 The Title 11 Amendment Project managed by the Bureau of Development Services in concert 
with PP&R Urban Forestry and the Bureau of Planning & Sustainability is ongoing. The UFC 
will receive a full briefing at the August meeting and a joint public hearing with the Planning & 
Sustainability Commission is scheduled for September 8th (this is the current date which changed 
after the June meeting). The UFC will then hold a discussion at the September meeting. 

 In May, City Council accepted Urban Forestry’s annual report on the Title 11 trust funds and 
approved 13 new Heritage Trees. The fiscal year 2020-21 Trees Fee Schedule was also adopted. 

 The City will undergo a budget adjustment process in August to address the revenue impacts 
caused by COVID-19. 

 The City has received many public comments regarding a giant sequoia tree in the Sabin 
neighborhood which has been cited for removal. The tree sits across a property line and is 
considered co-owned by both property owners. The Bureau of Development Services determined 
the residence was uninhabitable due to damage to the foundation. Urban Forestry staff confirmed 
the damage was caused by the tree’s roots. Further assessment concluded the tree roots could not 
be pruned without significantly impacting the health of the tree. BDS and UF staff worked 
extensively with the owner of the house to find a solution which could preserve the tree. 
However, the City does not have the authority to require the property owner to move the house 
away from the tree. City Code required the tree be deemed a nuisance and cited for removal. The 
owners of the neighboring property have submitted an administrative appeal. 
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o Damon asked how this situation compares to the three giant sequoias in Eastmoreland 
which were preserved after the property was purchased by members of the community. 
Jenn noted that the current property owner is not willing to sell the property. 

o Damon and Vivek asked about potential code changes which could address this situation 
in the future. Urban Forestry is considering this as they develop a scope of work to 
submit to City Council in December. 

 
Environmental Zone Correction Project – Mindy Brooks, BPS 

 This project seeks to update the precise boundaries of Environmental Zones (E-zones) in the City 
of Portland. No policy changes are being proposed, rather the project is utilizing updated 
mapping technology to identify areas of the city which qualify for E-zone overlays.  

 E-zones protect rivers, streams, sloughs, wetlands, forests, steep slopes, and fish and other 
wildlife habitats.  

 This project will not address E-zones around the Columbia Slough or the Willamette River. 
Those areas will be addressed by a separate project. 

 It is estimated that about 25,000 properties will be have additional E-zone overlays applied to 
them. 

 The Planning & Sustainability Commission will hold a public hearing on July 28th with the 
package going to City Council in early 2021. 

o Daniel asked for a clarification of how trees are regulated in unincorporated areas of 
Multnomah County. Title 33 does apply in these areas while Title 11 does not, except for 
street trees along rights-of-way managed by the City. Pleasant Valley has a separate code 
which regulates development. 

o Megan asked what the size threshold is for tree removal in E-zones. Tree removal in E-
zones is regulated by Title 33 and in general any tree 6” dbh or greater requires a permit. 
There are other factors involved though. 

o Bruce noted that there are no streams protected by E-zones in North and Northeast 
Portland and asked if these have essentially been buried. Mindy confirmed this is likely 
the case. 

o Lorena asked if BPS has considered other types of overlay zones to address concerns 
around urban heat islands, low canopy, low-income, communities near industrial zones, 
and other public health concerns. BPS has not addressed these issues through overlay 
zones. 

 The Policy Committee will prepare a statement for approval by the UFC at the July meeting. 
 Mindy closed by adding that Phase 2 of this project will explore potential changes to Title 33 that 

could result in increased protection of natural resources. 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 The UFC reviewed the minutes for the April meeting. Several Commissioners requested that the 

minutes be revised to provide more detail on statements made by UFC members during the 
briefing provided by Adena Long and Dawn Uchiyama on the City Tree Planting Improvement 
Program. Brian said he would listen to the recording of the conversation and bring updated 
minutes back to the next meeting. 

 
UFC By-laws – Brian Landoe, PP&R 

 Following the discussion of the updated bylaws at the April meeting, Brian discussed with the 
City Attorney’s office on what changes can be made to the City’s template. 

 There is flexibility for the UFC to make changes, including: 
o The UFC can decide whether only UFC members who are members of committees can 

vote, or if all members of the committee can vote on recommendations. 
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o A quorum can be composed of a majority of filled UFC seats, rather than a majority of 
total UFC seats. 

 Barbara asked if the changes to the bylaws will impact the Appeals Board. They will not. 
 Gregg asked if the Heritage Tree Committee’s operation procedures are in compliance with City 

policies. Tony responded that the UFC sets its own procedures for how Heritage Trees are 
reviewed and vetted. Ultimately, the full Commission makes the final recommendation to City 
Council. 

 Bruce asked about the provision in the bylaws which requires City approval for statements issued 
by the Commission. Tony clarified that this only pertains to statements made to entities outside of 
the City. It does not apply to statements to the PSC, City Council, bureaus, etc. that are part of the 
City. The requirement exists because the UFC is advisory to the City of Portland only per Title 
11. 

 The bylaws will be approved by the UFC at a future meeting. 


