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URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION 
Meeting Minutes 
October 15, 2020 
Online Meeting 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Commission Members 
present: 

Chair Vivek Shandas, Vice Chair Barbara Hollenbeck, Anjeanette 
Brown, Gregg Everhart, Bruce Nelson, Daniel Newberry, Megan 
Van de Mark, Damon Schrosk 
 

Commission Members 
absent: 
 

 
Lorena Nascimento, Brian French 

Urban Forestry staff 
present: 
 

Jenn Cairo, City Forester; Brian Landoe, Analyst I;  
 

City staff present: Tony Garcia, City Attorney; Erin Mick, Portland Water Bureau; 
Sarah Santner, Portland Water Bureau 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Public Comment 
 Matt Froman provided comment related to a property he is developing at 6615 SE Foster Rd. 

o Title 11 requires planting street trees as part of the development permitting process. 
o Due to the size of planting strip, Urban Forestry is requiring large tree be planted, such as 

a giant sequoia. 
o Mr. Froman expressed concern about a large tree blocking the view of the new building 

and the potential for future damage to the foundation of the building. 
 Jenn Cairo thanked Mr. Froman for attending and said she would look into the case and respond. 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 Barbara made a motion to approve the August 2020 minutes. Gregg seconded the motion. 
o Yay: Vivek Shandas, Anjeanette Brown, Barbara Hollenbeck, Gregg Everhart, Bruce 

Nelson, Daniel Newberry, Damon Schrosk, Megan Van de Mark  
o Nay: 

 
Forestry Report – Jenn Cairo, City Forester 

 PBOT will be attending the December UFC meeting to provide an update on Streets 2035 
 PBOT recently completed a street improvement project at SE 80th and SE Mill St. Urban Forestry 

Tree Inspector Casey Clapp worked closely on the project to ensure the preservation of several 
large trees. This project is an example of how collaboration between City bureaus can yield 
positive results. More information is available here: https://bikeportland.org/2020/08/28/city-
drains-lake-millstreet-as-part-of-major-makeover-of-se-80th-and-mill-320206 



 
 

Audio recordings of Urban Forestry Commission meetings are available upon request. 
 

 The Code Hearings Officer (CHO) issued its ruling regarding the large sequoia tree in the Sabin 
neighborhood. The CHO concurred with the City’s application of current code. Commissioner 
Fritz expressed interest in working with the property owners to find ways to preserve the tree. 

 The 2019 Urban Forest Action Plan is available online. 
 The 2020 Arbor Day celebration is scheduled for October 16th. Due to Covid-19 the event will be 

held virtually. 
 
 
BES-PP&R Stakeholder Update – Vivek Shandas, UFC Chair; Todd Lofgren, PP&R Deputy 
Director 

 Vivek provided an update on the joint BES-PP&R stakeholder engagement process regarding the 
City’s tree planting programs. 

 Three meetings were held with the eleven-member group: 
o Nancy Buley, Friends of Trees 
o Derron Coles, Blueprint Foundation 
o Ted Labbe, Portland Utility Board/Urban Greenspaces Institute 
o JR Lilly, East Portland Plan Advocate  
o Ryan Petteway, OHSU/PSU School of Public Health 
o Vivek Shandas, PSU – UFC Chair 
o Meryl Redisch, natural resource advocate 
o Bob Sallinger, Portland Audubon 
o Ashton Simpson, Rosewood Initiative 
o Janice Thompson, Citizen’s Utility Board  
o Bonnie Gee Yosick, Parks Board Vice Chair 
o Maiyee Yuan, APANO 

 The discussions resulted in multiple key takeaways 
o Outcomes should be evaluated not just by the number of trees planted  
o Emphasize improved outcomes for low-canopy neighborhoods and BIPOC communities 
o Improve connections to community partners 
o Follow a community-centered approach 

 Todd emphasized that the stakeholder group challenged the City to increase its engagement with 
BIPOC  communities to ensure tree planting activities are consistent with community 
expectations and needs. 

 Megan asked if a decision has been made about under which bureau the planting programs will 
be. 

o Todd noted that though the memo drafted by the PP&R and BES Directors in February 
2020 did indicate an intention to consolidate the programs under Urban Forestry, no 
formal decision has been made.  

 Vivek reported that a written summary of the stakeholder process will be released shortly and 
provided to the Commission. 

 
 
UFC Role Refresh – Vivek Shandas, UFC Chair; Jenn Cairo, City Forester 

 At previous discussions of the UFC’s priorities, some questions were raised about the primary 
role of the Commission. 

 Vivek and Jenn provided a brief overview of the UFC’s role as set by Title 11: 
o The Urban Forest Management Plan provides goals and policies for the City 

 Title 11 is an implementation tool of the UFMP 
o The City Forester is responsible for coordinating the development, update and 

implementation of the UFMP 
o The City Forester also responsible for the Urban Forestry Program under Title 11.  
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 The UFC is a component of the Urban Forestry Program.  
o UFC Role as detailed by Title 11: 

 Provides assistance in updating the UFMP 
 Reviews City plans, policies, and projects to ensure UFMP goals/policies are 

fully considered. 
 Advises the City Forester, the Director and Commissioner-in-Charge of the 

Bureau of Parks and Recreation, and Citizen’s Budget Advisory Committee on 
the preparation and contents of the annual Forestry Division budget request. 

 Makes recommendations to City Council on: 
 Title 11 amendments 
 Heritage Tree nominations 
 Other City bureau budget proposal which impact the urban forest 

 To recap, the UFMP sets the goals and polices for the stewardship of the urban forest. The UFC 
plays an important role in developing that plan and providing community input on how the City is 
implementing it.  

 Vivek added that the Commission should consider the areas where the Commission can be most 
effective. 

 Daniel said the Commission would benefit from building more direct relationships with members 
of City Council. 

 Brian L. and Jenn noted that the Commission has been very successful in elevating trees as a 
priority for City Council. The current amendments going to Council on October 29th are one 
prominent example. 

 The Commission decided that Vivek, Daniel, and Bruce will reach out to members of City 
Council to advocate for the current Title 11 amendments. Brian L. will help coordinate this. 
 
 

UFC Annual Report 
 Barbara made a motion to accept the 2019 UFC Annual Report.  

o Yay: Yay: Vivek Shandas, Anjeanette Brown, Barbara Hollenbeck, Gregg Everhart, , 
Bruce Nelson, Daniel Newberry, Damon Schrosk, Megan Van de Mark  

o Nay: 
 

Title 21 Amendments – Erin Mick and Sarah Santner, Portland Water Bureau 
 The Water Bureau is pursuing changes to Title 21 which would require certain new construction 

to install separate water meters for each housing unit. 
 Erin and Sarah provided a briefing on the proposed amendments and highlighted several benefits 

to this proposal: 
o Individual water meters would allow more low-income households to qualify for 

financial assistance 
o On average, households receiving their own water bill use 20% less water. 
o Leaks are identified more quickly when each unit has it’s own water meter and bill. 

 The Commission expressed strong reservation about the proposal due to the amount of space in 
the right-of-way that would be required for the increase in meters. This would result in less space 
for street trees and potentially remove space for streets entirely for some new developments. 

 The Commission asked if the meters could be placed on private property rather than in the 
planting strip. 

o Erin answered that this would require an easement, but the option is being researched. 
 Concerns have also been raised about the increased cost to housing development. Each individual 

meter costs approximately $3,000. 
 Erin and Sarah did indicate existing street trees would not be removed in order to create space for 

the separate water meters.  
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 City Council will hold a work session on October 27th on the proposal. 
 


