
West Willamette Restoration Partnership: 
Documenting Change in a Forest 

Restoration Project



Who We Are:

• City of Portland
• Portland Parks & Recreation
• Bureau of Environmental Services

• West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District
• Friend of Marquam Nature Park
• Friends of Terwilliger Parkway
• Columbia Land Trust
• Southwest Watershed Resource Center
• Oregon Health & Science University 

https://www.westwillamette.org/



The Corridor
The WWRP project area 
encompasses an essential linkage 
of the Westside Wildlife Corridor in 
SW Portland, a section of the west 
hills that includes undeveloped 
natural habitats and streams. We 
are working to enhance the 
functionality of this wildlife 
migration corridor, forming a 
connection between Tryon Creek 
State Natural Area in the South 
and Forest Park in the North. 

Image from an ArcGIS Story Map by Andrew 
Addessi, Portland State University: 
http://arcg.is/2fHFcL0 



Connecting Portland’s Urban Forest

Restoration Goals:
• 85 acres of key habitat restored 
• Increase in native plant diversity in focal areas
• 80% control of invasive plants in focal areas
• Plant 35,000 trees, shrubs, and forbs
• Engage with a diverse group of volunteer stewards from across 

the Portland-Metro region through a variety of outreach and 
restoration activities

This project is funded in partnership with the Metro Nature in 
Neighborhoods Grant Program along with other funding sources 
and partner contributions



Maps created by Kaitlyn Zurcher, GIS Student PCC Sylvania 





Project 
Outcomes
80 + acres treated for:
• Weedy trees
• Canopy weeds
• Ground ivy (crews and 

volunteers)

60 + acres planted with 
over 25,000 native trees 
and shrubs



Unified Monitoring Protocol 

• Developed through a 
cooperative effort by the 
Greater Forest Park 
Conservation Initiative

• Designed for documenting 
changes in plant species 
composition and coverage 
in areas that are being 
managed for conservation

• Uses transects to collects 
information on plants 
species cover, trees per 
acre, and dead wood 
(standing and downed) 



Figure created by Samara Group



Figure created by Samara Group

The change in the proportion of native and 
non-native plants detected for each transect



Number of native plant species by transect

Figure created by Samara Group



Outstanding in the field

Robin Jensen, Friends of 
Marquam Nature Park

Adriana Escobedo-Land,
WWRP Coordinator



Designed to visually 
document landscape 
change over time. 

PP&R is currently 
monitoring 9 sites in 
the spring and late fall 
each year. 

Photo Point
Monitoring





Terwilliger volunteer area- May 2016 (before) and May 2018 (after)

Terwilliger contract crew treatment May 2016 (before) and May 2018 (after)



Next Steps

• This grant funded project will wrap up in the spring 
of 2019 but partners will continue restoration 
efforts in the corridor

• Working on developing a relationship with 
Portland State University classes to continue to 
monitor vegetation transects into the future to 
track long-term results

• PP&R will continue to conduct photo point 
monitoring at established sites

• Work with regional partners to look for 
opportunities to share and analyze monitoring 
data at a larger level



Questions?
Janelle.St.Pierre@portlandoregon.gov
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