
Meet the Teen Nature Team Staff! 
Karen “Rainbow” Chao  
She/her/hers 
karen.chao@portlandoregon.gov       Cell: 503-278-0704 
Languages: Mien, English, un poquito de Español  
 
Hello! I am very excited to be working with the newly named Teen Nature Team. I 
have worked with the previous version of the program since 2016 and have worked 
with Portland Parks and Recreation since 2009 in various environmental education 
programs. I earned my B.S. in Environmental Science at Portland State University and 
hope to use my background and knowledge in teaching youth about the natural world. 
I enjoy being in the outdoors, laughing, traveling, and trying different food. I am 
passionate about environmental health and equity and hope to spread that passion to 
our youth for a healthier and brighter future. 
 

Kenny “Manta Ray” Symonds 
They/them/theirs 
kenneth.symonds@portlandoregon.gov      Cell: 503-823-6461 
Languages: English y un poquititito de Español  

 
Hi! I’m looking forward to you joining me in my second year with Parks. Welcome! 
I began working with youth in 2005 in the same after school program I attended as a 

child. Since then, I have had four internships and many jobs. Before joining Parks I was 

a teacher and director of an arts and culture program for K-5 students. One of my 
favorite internships was with the US Forest Service researching Whitebark Pine trees 

in the remote wilderness. My other favorite internship was with Friends of Trees. I 
continue to volunteer with them as a crew leader. I also volunteer with BARK to 

gather information in Mt. Hood National Forest. Ask me more about that in person! I 
am interested in food justice, environmental practices, and ecology. I have a 

five-year-old daughter named Luz who enjoys doing community service with me and 
learning about what our Earth has to teach us. 

Jonathan “Turtle” Perez-Carrasco 
He/him/his 
jonathan.perez@portlandoregon.gov 
Languages: Español and English 
 
Hello, my name is Jonathan and I began my 6 year long journey with Portland Parks & 

Recreation as a TNT member back in 2014, later moving on to the Youth Conservation 
Crew as a crew member for three years. I have been a crew leader with YCC for three 

years now, leading mostly the No Ivy League. I enjoy a good walk through natural 
areas and have developed a passion for protecting these areas by removing invasive 

plants. Additionally I have gained a passion for working with youth and providing them 

with mentorship that will hopefully aid them in the future. When I am not working 
with PP&R I work with Portland Public Schools as a College Advocate Mentor through 

the GEAR UP program, helping teens navigate the confusing transition from high 
school to college. I am also currently a PSU student where I am working towards a 
bachelors degree in civil engineering. 
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