
Welcome!
Thank you for being here.

• While you wait, please enter your name, organizational 
affiliation, and a recent book or podcast you recommend 
in the chatbox

• All lines will be muted unless speaking

• If you have a question / comment, use the chatbox; we 
will pause periodically to answer clarifying questions and 
hold other questions for the Q&A at the end

• We will begin shortly, thank you for joining the 
September 2020 RFP Informational Webinar #1!

VISIT US ONLINE 
portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy

http://portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy


VISIT US ONLINE 
portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy

September 2020 
RFP Informational 
Webinar #1
Sept. 25, 2020, 12-1:30p.m.

http://portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy


Guidelines applied to virtual meeting:
Chatbox: for introductions and 
questions, chatbox will be open 
during entire meeting.

Raise Hand: use the raised hand 
at any time if you have a question.

Recording: this meeting is being 
recorded.

Captioning: this meeting is being 
captioned; settings > show 
subtitles.

Virtual Participation Check



Welcome!
Thank you for being here.
We will pause periodically to answer any clarifying questions 
that are put into the chat and hold other questions for the 
Q&A at the end of the webinar.

Chatbox introductions
1. Name, organizational affiliation, and a book or podcast 

you recommend
2. Poll: which of these most applies

• I have read the RFP material and have specific 
questions 

• I have read some of the RFP material, here to learn
• I have not read the RFP material, here to learn 



ADVANCE systems change that 
addresses historic and current 
discrimination. 

CENTER all disadvantaged and 
marginalized groups – particularly 
Black and Indigenous people

TRUST community knowledge, experience, innovation, and leadership. 

HONOR AND BUILD ON existing work and partnerships, while supporting 
capacity building for emerging community groups and diverse coalitions.

ENGAGE WITH AND INVEST IN community-driven approaches that foster 
community power to create meaningful change.

IMPLEMENT transparent funding, oversight, 
and engagement processes that promote 
continuous learning, programmatic checks 
and balances, and improvement.

DEMONSTRATE achievement of equitable 
social, economic, and environmental benefit. 

REMAIN accountable to target beneficiaries, 
grantees, and all Portlanders.

Invest in people, livelihoods, places, and 
processes that build climate resilience and 

community wealth, foster healthy 
communities, and support regenerative 

systems. Avoid and mitigate displacement, 
especially resulting from gentrification 

pressures.

Guiding principles



What kinds of projects can be 
funded?

Year 1: $8.6 million
Year 2+: $40-60 million annually



Who is eligible to apply?

Organizations can apply if they are:
 IRS tax exempt;
 an active registered nonprofit with the State of Oregon; and
 not on the Disqualified Charities list with the Oregon 

Department of Justice.

Organizations can also apply through a fiscal sponsor that meets 
above requirements.

• Information about fiscal sponsorship available on the 
additional resources page on our website: 
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/additional-
resources#toc-fiscal-sponsorship-

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/additional-resources#toc-fiscal-sponsorship-




A co-created process

Next cycle of community, 
committee, and staff co-created

grant making process 

Nov. 2018
Portland Clean

Energy Initiative 
Passes June 2020

Public Comment On
Draft Scoring Criteria



Participant Live Poll

1. Interested in 
planning/small/large/not sure

2. Have none, some, or lots of 
experience applying for grants



Navigating the application 
process



1 Get started

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/guide-pcef-grant-application-process












2 Choose your grant type
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy
/services/apply-pcef-grant

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/services/apply-pcef-grant


3 Prepare your application
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy
/services/apply-pcef-grant

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/services/apply-pcef-grant


4 Submit your application
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy
/services/apply-pcef-grant

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/services/apply-pcef-grant


September 2020 RFP 
material



RFP material
What is it all and do I have to read it?

1

Application packets for each grant type -- planning, small, and large grants --
are structured the same way. Download the packet based on your grant type.



RFP material
What is it all and do I have to read it?

2

3



Application questions



Attachment A



Attachment B - Budget
Three budget tables (for small and large grants)
1. Project budget table
2. Personnel detail table
3. Leverage table (does not apply to planning grants)



Budget: tips and reminders
• Budget for what you need! 

• PCEF is not a lowest cost wins program
• If you are doing construction, remember to include contingency
• If your project is multi-year, make sure you are budgeting 

enough money to meet PCEF wage requirements in all years

• Pay attention to caps
• Overhead caps (20% of project cost)
• Fiscal sponsor fee (10% of project cost)
• Combined fiscal sponsor fee and overhead cap is 25%
• Total construction budget on non-energy related building 

improvements cap is 30%

• Grantees can be paid through reimbursement or partial advance 
options.



Uses of funds

We are calling attention to these elements so that applicants will: 1) know 
what is allowed, and 2) be encouraged to think creatively about how to meet 
environmental, racial and social justice goals.

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/guide-pcef-grant-application-
process#toc-uses-of-funds

• Project reporting
• Rent stability
• Materials, supplies and 

equipment purchases
• Land acquisition
• Transfer of property
• Building improvements
• Expenses associated with 

maintaining an investment

• Reimbursement for items 
procured or work completed 
prior to the effective date

• Items necessary to support 
recruitment, retention, and 
success of participants in a 
workforce development program

• Items necessary for businesses 
starting or scaling up

• Capitalizing a loan program
• Insurance costs

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/guide-pcef-grant-application-process#toc-uses-of-funds


Attachment C – Milestones and activities



Q&A
Type your questions in the 
chatbox or raise your hand 
and the facilitator will call 
on you.



Grant review process
Eligibility
Screening



Additional assistance

• Webinars and grant-writing trainings
• https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/webinars-and-

technical-assistance

• Q&A section of the website will be updated on Wednesdays for 
duration of open application period

• https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/questions-about-
pcef-grants

• If you have questions, we are here to help:
• Cleanenergyfund@portlandoregon.gov or 503-823-7713

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/webinars-and-technical-assistance
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/questions-about-pcef-grants
mailto:Cleanenergyfund@portlandoregon.gov


Closing and exit poll

Important dates:
• Questions about RFP due: Oct. 29, 2020 at 11:59 p.m.
• Applications due: Nov. 16, 2020 at 11:59 p.m.
• Awards announced: Late February 2021

Exit poll questions:
• Was this helpful?
• How likely are you to apply?



VISIT US ONLINE 
portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy

THANK YOU!

http://portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy
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