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Violeta Alvarez 

Violeta Alvarez Lucio is an East Portland resident of 14 years since 
migrating from El Estado de México, México. Violeta began her 
civic engagement in high school where she served in the 
Multnomah Youth Commission for four years, bringing youth 
voice to local government. Through her daily one-hour bus ride 
from East Portland to West Portland in high school, Violeta 
witnessed and experienced the inequities of her city, sparking an 
interest in pursuing higher education to understand how cities 
develop and grow, the political structures in place, and the 
policies that affect urban areas from an Ethnic Studies 
perspective. Violeta graduated from Mount Holyoke College in 
2019 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Urban Studies and Latina/o/x 
Studies.  

She has experience working with local governments, supporting their efforts to bring equity to the 
front and center through internships at Metro and the City of Los Angeles’ Planning Department. 
Violeta has also worked with youth, performed livability surveys in her community and currently 
works at the Community Alliance of Tenants, informing tenants of their rights and providing 
eviction counseling. Violeta looks forward to be part of the Pricing Options for the Equitable 
Mobility Task Force where she hopes to uplift the voices of communities that have historically 
been and continue to be underrepresented.  

Andy Cotugno 

Andy Cotugno has 42 years of professional experience in regional 
transportation and land use planning.   

He received a bachelor's degree in city and regional planning from 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, California in 
1974, and has done graduate work in public administration at Lewis and 
Clark College in Portland.   

Mr. Cotugno was appointed as Metro's Transportation Director in 1980.  
In 2000, the Transportation and Growth Management Services 
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departments were merged into one, the Planning Department which Mr. Cotugno had 
responsibility of managing until 2008.  In 2008, Mr. Cotugno was appointed to the position of 
Senior Policy Advisor to the Metro Council and Chief Operating Officer.  Prior to Metro, he worked 
as a transportation planner for the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission in Columbus, Ohio.  
On March 31, 2016, Mr. Cotugno retired from Metro. 
 
Metro is a regional government encompassing the urban portions of the tri-county Portland 
metropolitan area.  Metro’s home rule charter states that Metro will provide "planning and policy 
making to preserve and enhance the quality of life and the environment for ourselves and future 
generations. . .”   
 

Baofeng "Bao" Dong 

Baofeng (“Bao”) Dong, PMP, CSM is a public transportation 
professional, project manager, and leader. His top competencies 
include leadership, collaboration, listening, project management, 
cross-cultural communication, data analysis, and application 
development.  

He has almost a decade of experience in building high performing 
teams and managing various higher education, transportation 
and IT projects. As a program manager and project manager at 
TriMet, he leads cross-functional teams in implementing new 
enterprise applications, building new bus garages, improving 
business processes for rail operations, creating new integrated 
mobility management programs, and providing rich customer 
experience. Prior to TriMet, he worked in the higher education 

industry and led various international academic partnership programs and assets management 
projects to better serve diverse student needs.  
 
Outside work, Bao has been actively contributing to the public transportation field by serving as a 
panel member on multiple FTA and APTA sponsored Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) 
projects and guiding consultants’ work. Bao has also frequently presented at local and national 
conferences, sharing his expertise with peers on topics from new technologies implementation to 
project management.  
Bao enjoys giving back to local communities through volunteering. He frequently volunteers for 
Friends of Trees, various community centers, and local conferences and events. He is an 
enthusiastic public transit user and loves reading, camping, travelling, mapping, and meeting new 
people.  
 
Bao is a member of the Project Management Institute (PMI) – Portland Chapter. He was formerly 
a member of the American Marketing Association, the Insights Association, and the Society for 
College and University Planning.  
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Bao earned a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Harbin Institute of Technology, a Master of 
Community and Regional Planning degree from the University of Oregon and a Graduate 
Certificate in GIS from Portland State University. Bao lives in Southeast Portland with his wife Kate 
and two young daughters, Clara and Caroline. 

Taren Evans  

Taren Evans currently serves as Environmental Justice Manager at the 
Coalition of Communities of Color, an alliance of culturally-specific 
community based organizations working to improve outcomes for 
communities of color through policy analysis and advocacy, culturally-
appropriate data and research, and leadership development in 
communities of color.  Prior to this, Taren worked as Neighborhood 
Revitalization Manager at Habitat for Humanity Portland/Metro East 
where she worked along with Living Cully partner organizations, Verde, 
Hacienda CDC, and the Native American Youth and Family Center 
(NAYA) on anti-displacement efforts in the Cully neighborhood.  
 
Taren serves on the Parks and Nature Equity Advisory Committee and 
the Transportation Policy Alternatives Committee at Metro and as a 
Steering Committee member for the Cully Boulevard Alliance. She holds 

a Bachelor’s degree in Government and Politics from the University of Maryland, College Park and a 
Master’s degree in Urban Planning from Portland State University.    

 
 

Stephenie Frederick 

Ms. Frederick settled in SE Portland in mid-2017, after living in 
Fresno (4 years) and before that in Los Angeles County (30 years).  
She has a BA from UC Berkeley (English), an MA from Calstate Los 
Angeles (in multi-disciplinary transportation studies), and post-
graduate work in transportation economics at UC Irvine.  While in 
Los Angeles, she worked on transportation matters and on grant-
proposal writing for non-profit organizations.  During a five-year 
tenure at the City of Covina, she oversaw the senior dial-a-ride 
service, served as city liaison to Metro, and helped to secure a 
Caltrans grant to purchase land for additional parking at the 
Covina Metrolink station (Metrolink is LA’s heavy-rail commuter 

system).  
 
While in Fresno, she served on two committees of the local MPO, contributing to funding and 
grant-award decisions. She was influential in directing grant funds to a unique electric-airplane 
program in Fresno County that engages low-income youth in electric-airplane operation and 
repair; she was also influential in directing grant funds to establishment of a transportation studies 
institute at Fresno State, one of whose efforts engages and inspires youth throughout the county 
to become transportation engineers and planners.   
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Currently, as chair of the land use-transportation committee of the Brentwood-Darlington 
Neighborhood Association, Ms. Frederick has undertaken to master the many transportation 
programs and plans of PBOT, TriMet, and Metro; and to understand the city’s zoning, permitting, 
and housing challenges.  Ms. Frederick is also an officer in SouthEast in Active Motion (SEAM), a 
coalition dedicated to improving street safety and creating a full range of mobility choices in lower 
Southeast Portland. 

Ms. Frederick has a grown daughter who resides in Germany, and two stepsons who live in 
Wisconsin and Maine.  She is widowed; her husband Richard McKelvey was a game and social-
choice theorist at Caltech in Pasadena.  Ms. Frederick’s professional interests:  Public transit, 
climate crisis.  Her recreational interests:  Raising vegetables; caring for rescue shepherd, Nina; 
maintaining intermediate mastery of French; learning basic tapestry weaving.   

Ms. Frederick has committed to using her car as a Zip car, which she “rents” from herself only 
when she can bundle many errands (particularly those that involve heavy items) or when other 
transportation alternatives are not feasible, e.g., taking sick dog to vet’s.  When not renting her 
car, she walks, cycles, or rides TriMet. 

Monique Gaskins 

Monique Gaskins is excited to join the Pricing Options for 
Equitable Mobility Task Force. Monique is passionate about racial 
equity. Monique studied Economics at Pomona College and holds 
an MBA from Harvard Business School.  

Monique lives in NE Portland with her partner and works in 
technology. She has served on Eliot Neighborhood Association’s 
Land Use and Transportation Committee and writes for the Eliot 
News. You can often find Monique riding the 6 Bus or her bicycle. 

In her free time, she likes to go to the library, run, and practice Spanish.  
 
Aaron Grimmer 

Aaron Grimmer lives in Portland with his wife and their two 
children.  Aaron has lived in Portland for over 12 years and is a serial 
entrepreneur having developed a variety of small businesses. Currently he 
is the proprietor of the restaurants The Picnic House and Barlow Artisanal 
Bar in downtown Portland and Picnic PDX on NW 23rd Ave. 

Along with running his businesses, Aaron has been involved with 
community and business organizations like the Oregon Restaurant and 
Lodging Association, Travel Portland, The Downtown Portland Business 
Alliance, and the Oregon Forum. He and his wife have also been 
passionate supporters of LGBTQ organizations like Young Audiences, Basic 
Rights Oregon, Period.Org, and the Portland Q Center. 

 

http://period.org/
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Aaron and Jessica employ about 50 part-time and full-time workers at their restaurants. Nearly all 
of them have to battle a lengthy, stressful and sometimes expensive commute just to get to and 
from work every day. He’s thrilled to be part of this task force to be both a representative for 
downtown businesses and an advocate for his employees and the thousands of people just like 
them.  
 

Hau Hagedorn 

Hau Hagedorn has over 20 years of experience in Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (ITS) deployment and operations and 
managing transportation research. She is currently the Associate 
Director of the Transportation Research & Education Center 
(TREC) at Portland State University where she manages people, 
programs and projects as it relates to active transportation 
research, education, and technology transfer. She helped to 

establish and grow TREC over the last decade to help it become a signature research center at 
PSU. She brings a unique perspective having worked in the private sector as a consultant, in the 
public sector for the Oregon Department of Transportation, and academia. Furthermore, she 
recently served as a Board Member of The Street Trust. She currently is an active member of the 
Oregon Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, member of the Region 1 Area Transportation 
Commission representing Multnomah County, co-chair of the Transportation Research Board 
Conduct of Research Committee, and serves on other national research panels. Hau has a BS in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Minnesota and completing a Masters in Public 
Administration. In her spare time, she enjoys running, biking, traveling and wrangling her three 
kids. 

Shani Harris-Bagwell  

Shani Marie Harris-Bagwell recently launched Shani Bagwell 
Consulting, shanibagwell.com , a firm committed to empowering 
underserved communities and giving voice to the voiceless. She is 
excited to get to work with the Pricing Options for Equity for 
Mobility Committee. She has served on the Portland Area Theater 
Alliance Board, Portland Bureau of Transportation Bureau and 
Budget Committee, The Drammy Committee, Regional Arts and 
Culture Council Grants and Awards Boards, The Age and Gender 
Equity Grant Review Board, and the Basic Rights Oregon Equity 
Political Action Committee.  

Shani holds a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance with an 
emphasis in Contemporary Commercial Music. She has 
performed throughout the United States and internationally. In 
Portland you can spot her walking around the city or on any forms 
of public transit. 
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Jonathan Hutchison 

Originally from the Chicago suburbs, Jonathan Hutchison has lived in 
Portland cumulatively for 16 years, although there was a twelve-year 
period when his time in Portland was interrupted by stints in the Bay Area 
and Lisbon, Portugal. Currently serving as the Communications Director 
for North Clackamas Schools, the bulk of Jonathan’s career has been in 
the transportation sector. Previously, Jonathan led Amtrak’s government 
affairs functions for the railroad’s western region, he also managed 
Oregon’s intercity passenger rail program and spent over a decade at 
TriMet in the marketing and operations departments.   

  
Jonathan has an undergraduate degree in Psychology from Antioch College in Ohio, and a Masters 
Degree in Intermodal Transportation Management from the University of Denver.  
  
During his free time, Jonathan enjoys dining out, listening to live music, international travel, biking, 
and hanging out with his Black Labrador mutt.     
 
Justin Jackson 

As an accomplished leader in the business community, Justin has 
been delivering growth in e-commerce, developing strategy, and 
improving operations in Portland for the last five years. 
Previously, he consulted for Fortune 500 companies to improve 
their global supply chains by optimizing their transportation, 
logistics, and inventory assets. He is passionate about leading 
teams that operate across multiple business functions to deliver 
high impact projects and achieve exceptional results. 

 
Justin’s career has spanned planning, strategy, analytics, supply 
chain consulting, and academia. In his current position as Director 
of Business Planning in ecommerce retail he leads a team that 
plans commercial goals across multiple lines of business and plans 
inventory across several facilities. He developed strategies for 
expanding new supply chain, inventory and manufacturing 

models across geographies while leading strategy and analytics. As a consultant he led clients to 
better understand how to optimize service, cost, and balance profitability and environmental 
impact in their global supply chains. Across this range of experience, Justin has led diverse teams 
to deliver results, while managing varying interests and relationships.  

Justin brings a passion for working with diverse teams to solve important problems. He is excited 
for the opportunity to positively impact the way Portland moves. He brings an ability to bring 
together stakeholders around a common objective and will help the team take a structured 
approach to solving complex problems. His curiosity, skill at strategic problem solving, and 
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engineering rigor will aid the team in effectively balancing the social, environmental, and economic 
objectives that the team is tasked with. 

Justin has earned PhD, Masters, and bachelor’s degrees in engineering from the University of 
Michigan and Texas A&M. In his free time he enjoys spending time with his family. They are fond 
of hiking the myriad trails in and around the Portland area. At home in the Pacific Northwest, they 
enjoy cycling, cooking, sampling the local food scene, and taking in the natural wonder that the 
area has to offer. 

Tony Jordan 

Tony Jordan is a Portlander who lives in Sunnyside Neighborhood 
with his partner and two children who attend the neighborhood 
schools. His family depends on transit, walking, and biking to get 
to school and work, do shopping, and travel to other activities and 
errands.  

In 2012, Tony began organizing for better transportation and 
housing outcomes through parking policy reform. He founded 
Portlanders for Parking Reform in 2015 and has served on many 
parking related bodies including: Centers+Corridors Parking 
Project SAC, Central City Parking Policy Update SAC, Downtown 
Meter Rate Adjustment Subcommittee, Performance-Based 
Parking Management SAC, Passenger Loading Task Force, and 
Net-Meter Revenue Allocation Focus Group. He is now building 

the Parking Reform Network to support parking reformers nationwide. Tony is past-chair of the 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Association and is a current member of the Central City in Motion 
Working Group. 

 

Ady Leverette 

Adrienne Leverette has lived in the Portland Metro area since 
childhood, and believes that Portland is at a rare moment of 
opportunity to grow into the city it dreams of becoming. As Civic 
Engagement Manager for Business for a Better Portland, she 
works to deepen and expand civic discourse in the policy areas of 
equitable transportation and housing.  

An architect and graphic designer by training, she uses systematic 
thinking and creative insight to forge solutions in both the physical 
and policy realms. Her experience with complex decision-making 
processes gives her a unique perspective on how subsurface 
barriers to consensus can be dissolved by goals-focused issue 
framing, data-driven policy development, and collaborative 

relationship building. 
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Elizabeth Liedel Turnbull  

Elizabeth Liedel Turnbull is a member of the transportation 
electrification team at Portland General Electric, where she 
designs customer offerings to promote electric vehicle adoption 
and equitable transportation options. In 2019, she launched PGE’s 
Drive Change Fund, a $2 million grant fund that enables 
community organizations, nonprofits and businesses to purchase 
electric vehicles, install EV charging infrastructure or provide EV-
related education to the community. She has over a decade of 
experience at the nexus of clean energy, transportation and 
business. Born and raised in Oregon, Elizabeth drives a Chevy Bolt 
and a Nissan Leaf; she also cycles and is a regular Max rider. 

 
Elizabeth holds a bachelor’s degree from Smith College and an 
MBA and Master of Environmental Management from Duke 
University. She lives in the Grant Park neighborhood of Portland 

with her husband and two young children. 
 

Tammy Lundervold 

Tammy Lundervold holds a BS Exercise Science. She works for 
Providence Health & Services 1989-Present. Tammy managed 
employee centered programs; Employee Wellness, Vision 
Connection and is currently leading the work for Transportation 
Demand. 
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Esme D. Miller 

Esme D. Miller is Assistant Director of Research & Assessment at 
the Graduate School of Education & Counseling, Lewis & Clark 
College, and a doctoral candidate in history at Rutgers University. 
She is a data analyst and quantitative researcher with expertise in 
data systems management and business process design. She has 
been involved in sustainable transportation and affordable 
housing advocacy for nearly a decade. She has also taught Oregon 
immigration history and history of gender & sexuality over the 
years.  
She is a tenant who has been personally affected by the 

displacement pressures of Portland’s ongoing housing crisis. She lives in Southeast Portland with 
her spouse and stepdaughter.   

 

Sherifa Roach 

Sherifa lives in inner N/NE Portland with her husband and young 
daughter. Sherifa is a bicycle mechanic, and was an owner/operator of a 
small bicycle repair shop from 2012 to 2017. Currently, Sherifa is a post-
baccalaureate student in Portland State University’s Urban Studies 
graduate program.  

  
Prior to opening her bicycle repair shop Sherifa spent two decades in food 
service as well as in various seasonal work positions around the United 
States- sugar beet harvest in Minnesota, blueberry raking in Maine, and 
fish ‘sliming’ in Alaska. 

  
Sherifa moved permanently to Portland in 2003 for its public transit system and pedestrian friendly 
streets with hopes of maintaining her independence. Sherifa was born with a moderate to severe 
hearing loss, and has been progressively losing her vision since late adolescence. She currently 
lives with a restricted visual field and is now largely dependent on public transit for transportation 
needs.  
 
Sherifa’s transition into advocacy is owed to her former position as a business owner within the 
bicycle transportation industry. With many customers that identified as ‘non-drivers’, she soon 
realized she was not alone in noting shortcomings in service to her ‘transit oriented’ 
neighborhood. Sherifa joined others in helping to advocate for the extension of Trimet’s #24 bus 
line over the Fremont Bridge to NW Portland. The new extension opened in March of 2019 and is 
the first Trimet route to utilize the bridge since it was built in the early 1970’s. 
  
Sherifa was born in Dhaka, Bangladesh and spent much of her childhood in Nairobi, Kenya. She 
graduated from high school in Fairfax, VA and holds a B.A. in History from Marshall University in 
Huntington, WV. 



Pricing Options for Equitable Mobility – Task Force Members 

Page 10 of 10 
 

 
Sherifa is an avid collector of vintage costume jewelry and uses this hobby to research the history 
of art, design, and manufacturing. Sherifa also loves to swim, for both exercise and recreation. She 
especially enjoys swimming and camping in Eastern Oregon with her husband and daughter. 
    
Ashton D. Simpson 

Ashton Simpson is a U.S. Air Force Veteran, a Portland State 
University Community Development graduate, and is currently a 
Community Asset Planner with The Rosewood Initiative. Through 
all these experiences he has gained insights into transportation 
systems and how they should work to serve all people. These 
journeys taught him that when an urban core function such as 
transportation is thriving, cities and communities are better for it. 

Ashton has observed many areas of needed improvement in historically neglected and 
marginalized communities across the city, and intends to see that PBOT continues to improve the 
quality of transportation infrastructure and mobility for all Portlanders. Promoting equity in the 
realm of resource allocation, especially in communities of color, is his main priority. 

 He is excited about the opportunity to continue serving the City of Portland, with the intent of 
making life better everyone; now and into the future. Originally from Texas, Ashton moved to 
Oregon in 2015 after an honorable military career.   

 

Sara Wright 

Sara Wright is Transportation Program Director for Oregon 
Environmental Council. Sara believes in the critical importance of 
transportation policies to the outcomes of our lives because 
transportation systems powerfully affect our bodies, our 
communities, and our natural environment.  

 
Sara is a life-long generalist, but she has always centered her work 
on the way that people are affected by the built and natural 
environments in which we live. She has an undergraduate biology 
degree from Carleton College and masters degrees in public health 
and urban planning from Boston University and Portland State 
University. She has worked in environmental education, 

environmental toxics advocacy and outreach, transportation demand management, and land use 
and transportation planning.  
  


