
The Portland Water Bureau is making 
two important improvements to 
Portland’s water supply from Bull Run: 
Improved Corrosion Control Treatment 
and Bull Run Filtration.
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LEARN ABOUT THE BULL RUN TREATMENT PROJECTS: 
portlandoregon.gov/bullrunprojects



What’s happening to my drinking water?
The Portland Water Bureau is working to ensure the 
water we love is safe and abundant for generations to 
come through making two important improvements to 
Portland’s water supply, Improved Corrosion Control 
Treatment and Bull Run Filtration.

What will improved corrosion control do?
The first project is a facility that will adjust the chemistry 
of Portland’s water, further reducing the potential for 
lead to leach from home plumbing. Design is underway 
and the new system will be operating by 2022. 

How will the new filtration plant improve water quality?
The second improvement is a new filtration plant that will 
remove the microorganism Cryptosporidium and other 
potential contaminants. The new filtration plant will be in 
operation by 2027—it takes time to plan, design, permit 
and construct a new filtration plant. The new treatment 
methods are commonly used by communities across 
Oregon and the U.S. 

How will these facilities be paid for?
These investments in the future of Portland’s drinking 
water will be funded through business and residential 

customer rates and by borrowing money over time. 
Borrowed money will be repaid over many years so 
future residents can help pay.

Will rates remain affordable?
The Portland Water Bureau is committed to keeping 
water rates affordable by actively managing costs 
throughout the life of the project. And, we will continue 
to assist those who struggle to afford their bill through 
an expanded low-income assistance program.

How can I learn more?
Visit the Portland Water Bureau website:

portlandoregon.gov/bullrunprojects
Contact: 
Bonita Oswald
Portland Water Bureau, Project Communications 

503-865-6039 or

bullrunprojects@portlandoregon.gov
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