
Sellwood Bridge Access Management Project 

BACKGROUND

P O RT L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O RTAT I O N

Neighborhood livability impacts related to regional traffic 
accessing the Sellwood Bridge is a very old issue in the Sellwood
neighborhood.  Limited bridge capacity across the Willamette 
River south of downtown Portland means the two lane Sellwood
Bridge carries a large percent of regional as well as local traffic.  
Congestion during the peak commute hours has created incentives 
for traffic approaching the bridge to seek out cut-through routes 
using local, residential streets instead of using the main arterial 
connection, SE Tacoma St.

In 2016 replacement of the aging Sellwood Bridge was finally 
finished.  Following policies developed to protect the 
neighborhood and SE Tacoma St from attracting even more 
regional traffic, the new bridge remained two lanes, along with 
the capacity issues that contribute to the cut-through traffic 
problems.

A new pedestrian crossing signal improvement at Tacoma/ 6th Ave 
was also installed as part of the new bridge, but has raised 
concerns about how its operated, in terms of attracting cut-
through traffic.

In 2017 the SMILE neighborhood association requested that the 
Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) look into ways to 
eliminate or mitigate the impacts of continued cut-through traffic 
on the section of the neighborhood near the east bridgehead.  A 
series of meetings were held to identify and discuss potential 
improvements that would either help increase bridge capacity to 
encourage greater use of SE Tacoma St to access the bridge, or 
traffic calming measures to discourage use of local neighborhood 
streets as cut-through routes.

Several of the capacity related options were implemented in 
2018, such as signal timing adjustments on the west end of the 
bridge.  However, many of the traffic calming options explored 
have significant tradeoffs in terms of local access, such as with 
diversion.

In late 2018, PBOT continued meeting with the SMILE 
Transportation Committee and agreed to move forward with 
tonight’s proposal, which is to use speed bumps on key streets 
within the neighborhood identified through the evaluation 
process.

The original Sellwood Bridge, built in 1925.  Parts of the bridge were 
recycled from the first Burnside Bridge

The new Sellwood Bridge, completed in 2016.

The planning process has looked numerous options for improving 
traffic operations for bridge bound traffic as well traffic calming 
measures to discourage cut-through traffic.



Sellwood Bridge Access Management Project 

PROJECT OBJECTIVE

P O RT L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O RTAT I O N

• Reduce the safety and neighborhood livability impacts of non-local traffic 
on residential streets near the Sellwood Bridge.

PROJECT PROPOSAL
Use a phased approach to installing 
speed bumps on select streets within the 
project area.

Phase I
The following six street segments were 
identified for speed bumps based on 
data and observations that indicate they 
are key cut-through routes:

• SE Miller:  7th to 13th Ave
• SE Nehalem:  6th to 13th Ave
• SE Umatilla:  6th to 13th Ave
• SE Linn:  9th to 13th Ave
• SE 9th Ave:  Lexington to Linn
• SE 11th Ave: Lexington to Linn

Phase II
Approximately six months after 
installation of the Phase I speed bumps, 
PBOT will collect after data to assess 
changes in traffic conditions and 
patterns within the project area.  A 
survey will also be initiated of local 
residents to help determine if additional 
street segments need to have speed 
bumps installed.

If additional speed bumps are proposed, 
there will be a similar opportunity to 
tonight’s to receive public comment 
about potential Phase II improvements.
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Proposed Phase I streets to receive speed bumps Proposed Phase I speed bumps

Existing speed bumps

Bump Placement:
PBOT is proposing a relatively tight 
spacing pattern to emphasis its traffic 
volume deterrence benefit- one bump per 
200 ft block.

Several weeks prior to construction PBOT 
will mark the locations on the street.  If 
adjacent property owners want any bump 
locations adjusted, this is possible- please 
contacting us.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS:
REGIONAL TRAFFIC PATTERNS

P O RT L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O RTAT I O N

Data from the regional traffic model shows that 
approximately one third of the AM peak hour traffic comes 
from Clackamas County via 17th Ave.  About a third of that 
traffic cut-through the neighborhood in order to access the 
SE Tacoma St.    

A variety of cut-through routes 
have been identified by the 
project to avoid congestion on SE 
Tacoma St as traffic approaches 
the bridge.

South of Tacoma
SE Linn, Umatilla and Tenino carry 
relatively large amounts of traffic 
west from 17th Ave.  Umatilla is a 
particularly attractive street 
because of it’s a relatively wide 
street.  It is also a designated 
Greenway.  

SE 11th and 9th Ave are commonly 
used to get onto SE Tacoma, using 
the center turn lane to make two 
stage left turns.

North of Tacoma
Much of the cut-through traffic 
coming from the north has been 
shifted to SE Nehalem because of 
the diverter at 13th and Spokane.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
TRAFFIC VOLUMES & SPEEDS

P O RT L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O RTAT I O N
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SPEED BUMPS

P O RT L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O RTAT I O N

Speed bumps are along the most effective 
traffic calming tools available.  While primarily 
used for speed reduction, they can deter non-
local traffic as well. 

Discussions with the neighborhood association 
have concluded the proposal to use speed 
bumps on select streets to both deter non-local 
traffic and mitigate the safety and 
neighborhood livability impacts of speeding that 
cut-through traffic causes.

Proposed Spacing
PBOT is proposing a relatively tight spacing 
pattern to emphasis its traffic volume 
deterrence benefit- one bump per 200 ft block.

Potential tradeoffs:  Diversion
While not common as a significant problem, 
speed bumps can cause non-local cu-though 
traffic to divert to yet another street.  Traffic 
volumes and speeds on adjacent local streets 
will be monitored during the evaluation phase 
to see if this is happening.  If so, these streets 
would be strong candidates for installation of 
speed bumps in Phase II.     
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NEXT STEPS

P O RT L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O RTAT I O N

PLEASE FILL OUT A COMMENT CARD
We want to hear to from you- do you support the proposal?

PROCESS
PBOT staff will meet with the SMILE Transportation Committee to discuss the 
result of the open house to see if the neighborhood association supports moving 
forward to construction.

There will be an evaluation approximately 6 months after of the installation.  
After which there will be discussions with the SMILE Transportation about 
whether a second phase is warranted.  Additional public involvement will be 
associated with the evaluation phase.

SCHEDULE
If there is support to continue to construction PBOT will begin preparing work 
orders for the speed bumps.  When construction will happen is hard to predict at 
this point in time, but will likely happen sometime this summer.

THANK YOU for taking the time to participate.
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