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6:00-6:05: How to use Zoom for Public Meetings (5 min) 

 

6:05-6:10: Public Comment (5 min) 

None. 

 

6:10-6:35: Hot Topics/Project Status and Updates/Announcements/Committee Business (25 min)  

The PAC received two accepted nominations for co-chair positions. Committee quorum voted 

unanimously to nominate Zoe Klingmann and Tiel Jackson as co-chairs.  

 

Previously, the PAC had voted in favor of receiving a monthly Vision Zero update on fatalities on 

Portland streets. The committee read this year’s list to date. 

• On January 9, an unidentified pedestrian died after being struck by a vehicle while 

crossing an eastbound I-84 ramp at the I-205 interchange. 

• On January 28, Samuel Baskow, a 22-year-old male, was struck by a vehicle while 

walking at NE Lombard Street and NE 11th Avenue. He died on January 31. 

• On February 14, an unidentified individual died after being struck by a vehicle while 

lying on the sidewalk at SE 17th Avenue and SE Tacoma Street.. 

• On February 29, Chantel Downs, a 36-year-old female, died after being struck by a 

vehicle while walking across NE Halsey St at NE 42nd Ave. 

• On March 16, Iulia Hanczarek, a 39-year-old female, died after being struck by a vehicle 

while walking on SW Barbur Blvd at SW Parkhill Dr. 

• On June 4, Miro Brankovic, a 51-year-old male, died after being struck by a vehicle while 

walking on SW Barbur Blvd and SW Capitol Hill. 

 

A PAC member asked whether it would be allowed to have a political banner or sign visible 

during a Zoom meeting. Michelle Marx answered that the question had not previously come up, and she 

would reach out to the Office of Community and Civic Life and the City Attorney for clarification. 

 

A member mentioned they would like to see a presentation on the Walking While Black study 

and related work in the future. Marx responded that she would reach out to PBOT’s equity manager and 

gauge their willingness to discuss the development of PBOT’s Equity Work Plan. Another member 

mentioned seeing a PSU study a while back that showed it typically takes twice as long for drivers to 

yield to Black males than non-Hispanic White males. 

 

Another member commented that at the last PAC meeting, the committee discussed the 

potential to close streets or areas of the city and that they would be writing a personal letter. However, 

they recognized that there are some equity concerns with closing streets and had looked into case 

studies and research from other cities’ public involvement, deciding they personally did not know 

enough to write a letter on the subject.  

 

A member mentioned they attended a conference a few months ago where they saw a 



presentation on reparations through public investment, adding that PBOT should continue with 

investment in underserved areas. Another member responded that increased investment must be 

managed carefully as it can lead to gentrification and displacement. They mentioned that it is important 

to involve the community and the people who live on the street when it comes to street closures, 

adding that they thought street closures were a helpful strategy in areas with existing bikeways. 

 

Another member mentioned that during the first couple weeks of social distancing, they were 

honked and yelled at when trying to make space. They are considering writing a letter regarding 

greenways and social distancing.  

 

A member commented that it is encouraging to see high-visibility crosswalks being installed. 

Another member asked whether these high-visibility crosswalks were only in specific neighborhoods, or 

if it was possible to request them. Marx answered that high-visibility crosswalks are the new PBOT 

standard, and PBOT Maintenance Operations automatically retrofits crosswalks as they perform 

maintenance. However, it is worth submitting a crosswalk request if people are facing issues crossing a 

particular street.  

 

The member also asked whether there have been specific studies on traffic injuries and deaths 

in relation to the blind community. They added that they have requested additional crossing 

enforcement actions with white canes and guide dogs and would like to know how to advance that. 

Marx answered that the PedPDX team has anecdotally asked the visually-impaired community about 

their experiences and what actions they would like PBOT to take. She has heard that PBOT needs to pull 

back parking at intersections and increase crosswalk visibility. The No Right Turn on Red pilot program 

was instituted thanks to feedback from the visually-impaired community. Marx mentioned that Sharon 

White from PBOT organizes a handful of crosswalk enforcement actions in collaboration with the 

Portland Police Bureau each year, where they identify crosswalks with known yielding issues to stage 

education and enforcement activities. She will reach out to Sharon for some background about those 

actions’ statuses. 

 

6:35-7:05: Regional Investment Measure (35 min) 

Craig Beebe from Metro presented to the PAC on the Regional Investment Measure. Beebe 

described the measure as a plan that prioritizes the outcomes people want for the transportation 

system and developed with an intentional focus on listening to communities of color and addressing 

regional greenhouse gas emission reductions. 

 

Beebe addressed the fact that the Metro region’s population has risen fairly steadily with 

accompanying urban growth. But this has come with costs, including housing and transportation 

stresses. Recently, the Metro Council passed a bill to support people experiencing houselessness. And 

now, their focus is on transportation and meeting climate and air quality goals.  

 

The Regional Investment Measure’s Transportation Task Force met 22 times around the region 

in 14 months to provide experience, insight, and recommendations to shape the measure. In addition, 



Metro formed Local Investment Teams in each county. Other input came from online survey comments, 

presentations, workshops, and forums. 

 

Beebe explained that the measure invests in relieving key bottlenecks, providing 115-120 miles 

of roadway improvements, planning for 60 miles of future corridors, 25-30 miles of new bus lanes, 260 

new transit priority signals, 40-45 miles of new sidewalk, 4000 new streetlights, 280 safe marked 

crossings, and 130-140 miles of improved bikeways, all of which aim to invest in communities of color. 

 

Metro identified 16 investment corridors across the region, particularly high-injury corridors, 

with an estimated $4B total construction spending and an estimated 37,500 direct and indirect 

construction jobs created. In addition, the measure will invest in an array of regionwide programs to 

support transportation goals, accessibility, and affordability. Beebe estimates a total of 25,000 

conversations with community members. 

 

More information about the measure can be found at GetMoving2020.org. Beebe mentioned 

that the next steps for the City are a presentation to City Council, who will then consider letters of 

commitment with Metro to deliver the projects for which City Council is the lead agency. Metro Council 

will hold virtual listening sessions starting June 30th, and the session for Portland is scheduled for 

Tuesday, July 7th. Metro Council is expecting to consider referral on July 16th to the November 2020 

ballot. 

 

A member asked whether the streetlights Beebe mentioned meant mainly adding new 

streetlights or replacing existing ones. Beebe answered that it is a mixture of new and replaced 

streetlights, depending on location. On some corridors, more planning needs to happen to determine 

specific fixes. The member also asked how the Albina Vision project fits together with any I-5 work. 

Beebe responded that the projects in the measure in that area of Portland are separate from the I-5 

conversation, as they are more on the surface-street level. 

 

A member mentioned they were curious about city transportation departments’ capacities to 

ramp up spending and work, worrying about a plan that overpromises. Beebe responded that Metro has 

been working closely with local jurisdictions, TriMet, ODOT, the Port of Portland, and all other agencies 

that will deliver projects, listening closely to their needs and capacities and balancing them with the 

needs and expectations of the community. 

 

Another member asked if Beebe had any sense of how public support for the measure may have 

changed in the past few months. Beebe responded that Metro conducts a lot of public opinion research, 

and in the most recent May poll, heard that that things like traffic are lesser concerns right now. 

However, when people heard what the measure would invest in, public support hovered around 2/3.  

 

A member asked if Beebe could speak a bit more on community stability strategies, wondering 

what Metro was considering to make a dent in affordable housing. Beebe responded that Metro has 

recognized the importance of that issue, being a major reason they passed the affordable housing bond. 



He added that Metro funded 4 community organizations to engage with communities of color in the 

region, which facilitated lots of conversation about anti-displacement strategies. The investment in anti-

displacement programs is $9M per year over 20 years, for a total of approximately $180M. Beebe 

mentioned that Metro will be developing a committee or group of people to guide investments in each 

corridor being invested in to guide the effort and prevent displacement. The anti-displacement 

strategies will work in tandem with the affordable housing program. Beebe explained that the 

affordable housing program is designed to get housing on the ground faster as well as providing a capital 

grants program. Program scope discussions will be led by the community. 

 

Another member asked how the tax will be structured. Beebe answered that the Metro Council 

has directed that the measure proceed with 2 different revenue mechanisms. The first is a business tax 

on payroll, rates still to be determined, exempting businesses of 25 employees or fewer. The second is a 

regional vehicle registration fee, the amount of which is also to be determined. Metro has the authority 

for up to a $56 vehicle registration fee, but Metro Council directed that the measure look at a lower rate 

to reduce the cost burden. ECONorthwest conducted an analysis of 10 different revenue options in the 

fall, including the amount they would raise and their progressive/regressiveness and their impacts on 

diversity and equity goals, to inform the measure’s tax structure. The recommendations included things 

like the small-business exemption; Beebe elaborated that the Metro Council is aware of the potential 

burden on individuals and households and wants to reduce it as much as possible while still delivering 

benefits quickly. 

 

7:30-8:00: Columbia-Lombard Mobility Corridor Plan (40 min) 

 

Bryan Poole from PBOT presented on the Columbia-Lombard Plan, a project to evaluate and 

implement strategies for the needs along the Columbia and Lombard corridors. ODOT is a project 

partner for both planning and funding. The Columbia-Lombard Plan aims to develop projects and 

strategies to improve safety, freight access and mobility, active transportation, and access to transit. The 

final plan will identify top project priorities and establish a strategy for funding and implementation. 

Poole mentioned that the plan is responding to aging infrastructure, safety issues, and 

connectivity gaps. The project team developed a corridor crash history study, finding particularly high 

numbers of crashes around the I-205 onramps. On Lombard, the study found greater numbers of bike 

and pedestrian crashes at the western end of the project area, particularly crashes involving bicycles and 

pedestrians. Closer to the middle of the corridor, near 33rd and 42nd avenues, the study identified 

additional fatal crashes, mostly related to high-speed driving. 

In addition to the crash study, the project team put together a composite demand study to 

identify areas of high demand and options to connect people to where they want to go. The study also 

identified bubbles of high- and low-stress facilities, finding a series of “islands” lacking connectivity 

between them. 

In improving safety and connectivity, Poole noted that the project team is also working to 

improve travel speeds, predictability, lighting, and crossings. The project recommendation separates the 



corridor into six segments and proposes a “ladder” network of bicycle facilities to provide low-stress 

options to access areas of high demand for jobs and recreation. 

A member mentioned they were curious about conversations with TriMet, adding that it would 

be valuable to consider improvements to bus stops and shelters along the corridor. Poole responded 

that the project team has had conversations with TriMet. A new bus barn will be going in at 42nd 

Avenue, and TriMet Line 11 may be extended when it is completed.  

 

Another member mentioned they now there are several pinch points on Columbia, asking if 

relieving some of them might potentially release freight traffic on Lombard and make ODOT more 

amenable to pedestrian improvements. Poole responded that there is a pinch point at the Union Pacific 

Railroad Bridge, which does not allow over-dimensional freight to use Columbia. It instead must divert 

to Lombard. This is one thing that would need to be fixed or improved, which would require a 

jurisdictional transfer. Poole clarified that this is a broader issue that would need to be looked at 

regionally.  

 

A member asked about the potential for a sidewalk buffer, and if there are places where it 

would make sense to have a fully-separated shared use path that could serve pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Poole agreed that that there are places where traffic comes close to the sidewalk along the corridor. He 

explained that if PBOT aims to fill sidewalk gaps, it will need to pursue wider sidewalks to improve safety 

and comfort, and it might not be worth the investment to do anything less. He added that there is a 

shared use path on Columbia further to the west that ends at Argyle, which would be great to extend 

further, with the potential issue of running into a lot of driveways. There is a struggle to find adequate 

spacing to install a shared-use path that would continue further to the east.  

 

A member asked if it would be possible for Lombard could drop down to 3 lanes, with a center 

turning lane. Poole mentioned that from 11th to 60th, PBOT is looking at changing the lane configuration 

to two lanes westbound, one lane eastbound, and one median lane, which would allow for widening of 

the buffer and possibly protection for bike lanes. Parking space could potentially become parking-

walking space in the short term. Further to the west, PBOT is also looking at potential changes between 

I-5 and possibly Denver all the way to MLK and further onto 11th Avenue. However, traffic volumes in 

that section are higher,  making it more challenging in the short term. 

 

8:20-8:30: Public Comment (10 min) 

None. 

Meeting adjourned. 

To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland will provide 

translation, reasonably modify policies/procedures, and provide auxiliary aids/services/alternative 

formats to persons with disabilities. For accommodations, translations, complaints, and additional 

information, contact the Civil Rights Title VI & ADA Title II Program by email at 



title6complaints@portlandoregon.gov, by telephone (503) 823-2559, by City TTY 503-823-6868, or use 

Oregon Relay Service: 711. 

mailto:title6complaints@portlandoregon.gov
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