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PORTLAND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

MEMORANDUM

DATE:          September 10, 2002

TO:               The Commissioners 

FROM:         Donald F. Mazziotti

SUBJECT:   Gentrification-Displacement Briefing Paper

Throughout the planning process in the Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Area questions have arisen regarding gentrification, involuntary displacement and the relationship to the Commission's urban renewal activities.  

The Commission has received numerous requests to quantify the impact of urban renewal on gentrification, and the number of residents at risk of being displaced from the community.  I have shared the view of many of the Commissioners that we did not have a sufficient understanding of gentrification as a phenomena or the complexities that lead to involuntary displacement.  The relationship of the Commission's urban renewal efforts has further complicated the issue by bringing new resources for affordable housing and small business development that would not otherwise be available, while also striving to stimulate private market investment and revitalization.

Commission staff have prepared the attached briefing paper to help us, as a Commission and community, better understand if a relationship exists between revitalization efforts and involuntary displacement—so, we may be better equipped to make informed decisions and develop effective strategies to address community needs.  The report attempts to:

· Define gentrification as a neighborhood change process 

· Make a distinction between gentrification and involuntary displacement—one potential result of the gentrification process;

· Highlight neighborhood demographic and socio-economic factors that are considered indicators of gentrification;

· Highlight neighborhood demographic and socio-economic factors that are risk factors for involuntary displacement;

· Focus analyses and discussion of the demographic and socio-economic factors in the Interstate Corridor; and

Discuss current PDC strategies for mitigating involuntary displacement in the Interstate Corridor.
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I would like request that you not distribute this report to anyone until after the staff presentation at the September 19th Commission Meeting.  Our Public Affairs staff will be issuing a formal press release on that date.  

I believe that this is an important issue for us to better understand collectively as a Commission, so I have asked Wyman Winston, PDC Housing Director, to follow-up with each of you individually to discuss the report and answer any questions you may have before the Commission meeting.

Thank you for your continued leadership, specifically in the Commission’s efforts in North and Northeast Portland.


