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The Safe Rest Village Program is Making
Progress and Hitting the National Stage

There has been a lot of progress in the past few months that we are
excited to share.  This issue includes the following updates:

Urban Alchemy will be the shelter operator for Peninsula
Crossing Safe Rest Village
Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest Village construction is moving
along well
Our Safe Rest Village Data Dashboard is now online
A new graphic explains where the Safe Rest Villages fit in the
system of services
Vendor Highlight - Hub Collective
And we've been getting some national attention

Read on to learn more... 
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Announcing Urban Alchemy as the Shelter

Provider for Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest

Village

The Safe Rest Village Team is happy to share that Urban Alchemy has
been selected as the shelter operator at the Peninsula Crossing Safe
Rest Village. 

Urban Alchemy brings experience from managing outdoor shelters,
hiring those with lived experience and providing services to those
moving from the streets to outdoor shelters as they work to transition
from life unsheltered to housing or whatever is next in their paths.

“My team and I have seen firsthand how Urban Alchemy’s shelters
work, how they provide services and support for those sheltered there,
and how their approach fosters community and stability to those
experiencing houselessness,” Commissioner Dan Ryan said. “The City
of Portland is lucky to bring this type of experience to the mix of
talented local service providers. We know there is often more than one
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solution to any challenge, and having a variety of service providers
helps diversify the approaches we are offering to help those most in
need.”

“Urban Alchemy's mission is to help people in crisis get connected to
services and support and feel a sense of love, compassion, and safety.
We actively recruit and train former long-term offenders and individuals
with lived homeless experiences. These shared life experiences assist
in building a strong relationship based on empathy and mutual
respect,” said Dr. Lena Miller, CEO and Founder of Urban Alchemy.
"We are honored to continue to grow our presence in Oregon and be
an invaluable partner in creating peace so that some of the most
vulnerable people have the support they need.”
 
Once the Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest Village is open and Urban
Alchemy has operations underway, conversations with the neighbors
and stakeholders will restart regarding the Good Neighbor Agreement
for this village.
 
Construction is going well at the site. We will share opening details
soon.

About Urban Alchemy
Urban Alchemy is a social enterprise that transforms people and
places through respect and compassion to heal communities
challenged by the intersection of extreme poverty, mental illness,
addiction and homelessness. With more than 1,110 employees
throughout California and Texas, Urban Alchemy staff receive
extensive training and ongoing support to help ensure their
success in challenging environments. Over 91% of Urban
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Alchemy staff are Black or people of color, and 96% have been
incarcerated and/or experienced homelessness.

Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest Village is

making progress

The Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest Village construction is moving
along well. Most structures and site amenities are in place, and the
village looks very welcoming.  
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The Safe Rest Village Data Dashboard is

now live!

We are happy to share the publication of our program data for the Safe
Rest Villages for the past three quarters. The Safe Rest Village Data
Dashboard shares things like numbers of people who have been
served, where people go when they leave our shelters (exit
destinations), demographic information and much more. We invite you
to take a look and see how things are progressing.  But first, a few
things to note:

What is shared on this data represents three quarters of program
data from July 1, 2022 – March 31, 2023.
While several of the sites included in this dashboard have been
around since before that time, for simplicity’s sake, and as this is
a reporting dashboard specifically for ARPA funded efforts, the
data shared here is limited to the time when the City’s ARPA
funding began covering program costs for these sites.
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Also of significance is that Menlo Park Safe Rest Village did not
open until Dec. 1, 2022, so the program data from that location
represents a much shorter amount of time (only 4 months, rather
than 9 months for all other sites).

This dashboard is specifically about Safe Rest Village program
outcomes. Ours is just one of several programs funded by the City of
Portland’s American Rescue Plan Act grant funds. To see where other
funds are going and how the big picture dollars are making an impact,
check out the City’s Rescue Plan Open Data portal.

The dashboard introduction contains a lot of important information like
definitions, number of sleeping units and other things to put the data in
perspective so check it out and let us know what you think.

Comments and questions are welcome at
saferestvillages@portlandoregon.gov

We currently have four (4) shelters open with a total of 151 shelter
beds, which have served a total of 226 people during the 9 months
reflected in the dashboard. Of those, 89 people exited from shelter
during that time, which is 39% of program participants from that time
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period. Of those 89 people, 48 of them, or 54%, moved to temporary
or permanent housing. This reflects the hard work of our program's
many partners, and the strength and determination of those in the
villages to make changes in their lives.

We’ve put a lot of time and effort into creating this data dashboard, to
provide transparency and public access to our program outcomes,
while also protecting the privacy of individuals. The dashboard was
published earlier this week.  Now there is much more to be learned,
and applied. 

Safe Rest Villages and the Pathway to Housing

When this program first began, we were often asked why this was
necessary, how this program fit into the bigger system of programs
and supports to help people from becoming houseless or to make their
way back into housing.  Though many such programs existed, we
recognized there was not great information putting these all together in
context. 

Now there is!  In collaboration with partners at the Portland Housing
Bureau, the Joint Office of Homeless Services, and City partners in the
ARPA team – we are happy to share the Pathways to Housing
infographic. Check it out. This is available in both poster and tri-fold
brochure format. Please feel free to share the links, print a poster (or
inquire if your program can get one from us), or ask for a handful of
brochures.
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Vendor Highlight: HUB Collective!

The infographic above would not be possible without the skilled
guidance and graphic finesse of the team at Hub Collective. This
newsletter we want to recognize the contributions of our partners at
Hub Collective, a woman-owned design and strategy studio, as one of
the many local firms that are supported by ARPA funding. They have
worked with our team to create our overall Safe Rest Village program
branding, as well as discussing and distilling the complex array of
social service programs and providers into the Pathways to Housing
infographic we are sharing in this newsletter.

This is just another example of the benefit federal ARPA grant funds
are providing our community.

Safe Rest Villages are getting some national

attention!

Safe Rest Villages are making a splash nationally. 

Dwell Magazine
Our tiny homes were featured in the March/April issue of Dwell
Magazine! If you haven’t heard of Dwell Magazine, ask any friend who
is an architecture fan and you’ll appreciate what a big deal this was.
Not only did our program and Menlo Park Safe Rest Village put a good
foot forward in this national publication, but the article elevated and
broadcast the tiny home model of outdoor shelters with services as
one way to support people not ready to move into housing, or when
housing isn’t available to move into yet. Given that tiny homes are a
big trend in home construction, expanding the idea of how they can be
used to meet people’s basic needs with dignity and safety is a big
deal.
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US Interagency Council on Homelessness visits Safe Rest Village site

The Safe Rest Village team hosted Director Jeff Olivet and  Senior

Regional Advisor Katy Miller national from the US Interagency

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.usich.gov/
http://eepurl.com/h0SzT9
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=8039766ea55b3149507fbe777&id=704c574b0c
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=8039766ea55b3149507fbe777&id=704c574b0c
javascript:;


7/14/23, 11:11 AM Progress and Hitting the National Stage

https://mailchi.mp/ab16ed9c6fd2/welcome-to-the-safe-rest-village-newsletter-6231983?e=[UNIQID] 11/13

Council on Homelessness (USICH) in late March. Their visit to the

Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest Village site during construction was

featured as one of the highlights of the USICH leaders’ visit, along

with hosting a roundtable discussion on how the federal

government can support local service providers. Our team was

represented in that meeting, along with other local partners.

Senator Wyden's staff visit Menlo Park Safe Rest Village

Subscribe to the Safe Rest Village Newsletter
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Share Tweet Forward

Reach the Safe Rest Village team at
saferestvillages@portlandoregon.gov or by phone at 503-823-1340. 

Questions, comments, concerns—all are welcome.

Safe Rest Village website

Locations (links on this page to each SRV site)

Safe Rest Village team

Copyright © |2023|City of Portland - Office of Commissioner Dan
Ryan| All rights reserved.
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The City of Portland is committed to providing meaningful access.
For accommodations, modifications, translation, interpretation or other
services, please call 503-823-4078, the TTY at 503-823-6868 or the

Oregon Relay Service: 711.

Traducción e Interpretación | Biên Dịch và Thông Dịch | अनुवादन तथा
व्याख्या

口笔译服务 | Устный и письменный перевод | Turjumaad iyo
Fasiraad

Письмовий і усний переклад | Traducere și interpretariat | Chiaku me
Awewen Kapas

Our mailing address is:
Safe Rest Village Program

1120 SW Fifth Ave. Room 901
Portland, OR 97204

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Was this newsletter forwarded to you?  Subscribe here.
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