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Sharing Hope and Making Friends

This month we share stories of the community in need, and those
stepping up to meet those needs.

Hardly a day goes by when our team doesn’t receive a phone call or
email by an unhoused neighbor, a friend of an unhoused neighbor, or
a service provider asking to get into one of our Safe Rest Villages. We
are certainly not the only ones fielding those calls. This model of
outdoor shelters with services is in demand, and it's working.
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A student from a school near Queer Affinity Village works on
artwork for the villagers.

The Salvation Army Selected as Shelter
Operator for Sunderland RV Safe Park

We are pleased to share that our partners at the County’s Joint Office
of Homeless Services have selected The Salvation Army as shelter
operators for the Sunderland RV Safe Park (9827 NE Sunderland
Ave). The final contract is still under negotiation. The Salvation Army
comes with experience managing similar outdoor shelters, including
one in Longview, Washington. They can apply that experience to the
new Sunderland RV Safe Park.
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While the site construction is complete, before operations begin, The
Salvation Army will work to finalize budgetary and other details with
the Joint Office. We will share the opening date for this site when The
Salvation Army and Joint Office have finalized the operating
agreement.

Hope Village - an outdoor shelter operated by
The Salvation Army in Longview, Washington.
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Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest Village Site
Development Begins

Construction at the Peninsula Crossing Trail is starting. It will take
place in phases, with the goats moving to their new location - on the
same property, as Phase I. Fencing for that will be going up this
weekend.  

The City and our outreach staff have been talking to those living
outside at this location about this coming construction. As they have
been for over a year, the staff are offering shelter, services and support
to those wanting it. We have also sent mailers to people in the
immediate vicinity of the project.

The next phases for construction will continue soon. Stay tuned on
the Peninsula Crossing Safe Rest Village webpage for the most
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current information, and please share this information with those who
may be interested.
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Banners with this site map will be posted on the construction
fences, once they go up.

Making Friends Everywhere

December was cold for everyone, particularly for our unhoused
neighbors. Fortunately, for those living in one of the four shelters
currently under the Safe Rest Village program umbrella, managed in
partnership with the Joint Office of Homeless Services, people have
their own lockable sleeping units with heat (and air conditioning when
needed), and access to warm showers, flush toilets, and other basic
amenities. They also benefit from access to case management and
support for mental, behavioral, social, and medical needs.

With the opening of the Multnomah Safe Rest Village in June 2022,
neighbors and community members in Multnomah Village have been
working hard to roll out the welcome mat. Over the past months the
Friends of Multnomah Safe Rest Village (FMSRV) has formed, grown,
and been actively supporting their new neighbors.

Over the cold of the winter holidays, community members ramped up
their support with delivery of tasty treats, blankets, and helping build
connections between the Safe Rest Village and Multnomah Village
itself. Members of the Friends group arranged for someone’s dog to
get the veterinarian help they needed. Others planned blanket
collections, including one elementary student from Markham
Elementary who organized his own blanket drive and delivered them
during the cold snap.
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Even more exciting, community members from near Queer Affinity
Village and the Peninsula Crossing Trail Village (which isn’t even open
yet) have been asking how they can help and replicate the generosity
of Multnomah neighbors in their communities.

Placement into Housing in 2022

The Safe Rest Village team has accomplished a lot in the past 18
months, in partnership with the Joint Office of Homeless Services, and
shelter operators. During that time we decommissioned three villages
(BIPOC, Queer Affinity, and Old Town), relocated two of them, and
closed one. Program participants from BIPOC and Queer Affinity
Villages moved to their newly constructed sites, while program
participants from Old Town Village were supported in moving into
housing and finding other shelters.

Looking specifically at the 2022 calendar year, see the chart below
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that reflects where people moved to when they exited any of the five
shelters under the Safe Rest Village umbrella that were in operation at
some point during 2022. That includes Old Town Village, before it
closed; Queer Affinity and BIPOC Villages, at one or the other of their
locations; and Multnomah and Menlo Park Safe Rest Villages. Note,
Menlo only opened in December of 2022. That shelter was still filling
up during this time, so no one exited that village in 2022.
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One Friend of Multnomah SRV Shares Her
Story  (Shared with permission)

Harley with her bags of fresh baked goodies to share with those in
Multnomah Safe Rest Village.

Harley joined the Friends of Multnomah Safe Rest Village to give

back. She is part of their cookies and goodies patrol, baking and

sharing treats with those in the village, to reinforce the message to

villagers that they are not alone. 

She knows how important this message is. Harley shared that she

spent the better part of a decade experiencing houselessness

herself, facing struggles with addiction and mental health

concerns. She urges people to not think of others with mental

health issues, addictions, or who are houseless in a negative light.

One life-changing event can result in people living on the street. It

can happen to anyone she cautions.

She and her husband resolved to get off the street when she
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became pregnant. Calling weekly to find shelter, persistence paid

off, and three months before their son was born, they got into

housing. Now that her son is nearly four, she’s working to become

a drug and alcohol counselor to help others. She credits her son

with saving her life. “He gave me a purpose. It's an amazing feeling.

I know that I wouldn’t have gotten out of that life if it wasn’t for my

son.” 

The Safe Rest Villages are intended to provide people the space

they need to mend and to make progress.

Harley and her family still have their struggles with health and

finances, as many do. They also have a roof over their heads, and a

desire to give back. 

She openly declares her gratitude and freely shares her story as a

way “to show others that there is hope. There are people that care

and it's possible to get out.”  She wants people living in the villages

to know they are loved, that there is hope and the community is

here to support them.

Point in Time Count – 2023 Edition

At the end of January, Multnomah County, in collaboration with others,
hosted the federally mandated community 2023 Point in Time Count,
to get a sense of who is experiencing houselessness, whether in or
out of shelters. “This year, for the first time, Clackamas, Multnomah
and Washington counties are working in unison to launch their counts,
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contracting with Portland State researchers and a project manager,
Focus Strategies, to create a shared methodology and analysis, a
centralized command structure, and unified logistics around the
recruitment and deployment of volunteers,” said the County’s press
release. These innovations are intended “to produce a more accurate
snapshot of homelessness, including populations who might have
been missed in previous counts but were nonetheless experiencing
homelessness and accessing services."

Planning for the Point in Time Count.

From past Point in Time Counts, and other sources, we know that
people who identify as American Indian, Alaska Native, Indigenous,
Black, or African American, and Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander
are overrepresented in the overall community of those experiencing
houselessness. 

This coming spring, we will learn more current information about the
specific demographics of those experiencing houselessness in the tri-
county Portland metro area. We will work with that data and
demographic information of those served in the Safe Rest Village
programs, to understand if we are serving people most impacted. 

Data will be shared on a new web-based dashboard featuring
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information specifically on Safe Rest Villages in the coming months.
Look for more in our upcoming newsletters.

Share Tweet Forward

Get In Touch!

Reach the Safe Rest Village team at
saferestvillages@portlandoregon.gov.
Questions, comments, concerns—all are welcome.

Safe Rest Village website

Locations (links on this page to each SRV site)

Safe Rest Village team

Subscribe to the Safe Rest Village Newsletter
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The City of Portland is committed to providing meaningful access.
For accommodations, modifications, translation, interpretation or other
services, please call 503-823-4078, the TTY at 503-823-6868 or the

Oregon Relay Service: 711.

Traducción e Interpretación | Biên Dịch và Thông Dịch | अनुवादन तथा
व्याख्या

口笔译服务 | Устный и письменный перевод | Turjumaad iyo
Fasiraad

Письмовий і усний переклад | Traducere și interpretariat | Chiaku me
Awewen Kapas

Our mailing address is:
Safe Rest Village Program

1120 SW Fifth Ave. Room 901
Portland, OR 97204

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Was this newsletter forwarded to you?  Subscribe here.
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