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Portland Utility Board 
Tuesday, August 4th, 2026, 3:30 p.m. 
Virtual mee�ng using Zoom pla�orm 

Mee�ng #231 

Attendees 
PUB Members 
Kyle Chipman, Co-chair 
Lorraine Wilson, Co-chair 
Jenny O’Connor 
Alexis Rife  
Bruk Berhanu 
Cormac Burke  
Darrel Bobb 
Lauren Rosenkranz 
Joe Robinson 
Al Hagg 
Myra Khushbakht  
Jasmine Varela, Ex-officio pending 
appointment 
Chris Redfield, Ex-officio pending 
appointment 

Absent 
There were no absences this mee�ng. 

Staff 
Amy Archer-Masters, Portland U�lity Board 
Analyst, City Budget Office 
Jonna Lynn Bransford, PUB Coordinator, 
Budget Office 
Cecelia Huynh, Water Bureau (arrived ~4:30) 

Public 
No members of the public were present for 
this mee�ng. 

Background & Video 
Acronyms & Definitions 
In these notes PWB or “Water” stand for Portland Water Bureau, BES for the Bureau of 
Environmental Services, PWSA for Public Works Service Area, DCA for Deputy City 
Administrator, PDAT for Project Delivery Advisory Team, ARC for Administra�ve Review 
Commitee, and PUB for the Portland U�lity Board. 

Video Recording 
The video of the mee�ng as well as suppor�ng documents can be found here: 
htps://www.portland.gov/pub/events/2026/8/4/portland-u�lity-board-mee�ng . 

In the below notes the blue �mestamp indicates the approximate place in the video where a 
par�cular topic begins as well as providing a link to that por�on of the video. For example, 3:45 
indicates that this topic begins at approximately 3 minutes and 45 seconds into the video. 

https://youtu.be/4l4WPjVjVBY
https://www.portland.gov/pub/events/2026/8/4/portland-utility-board-meeting
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Closed cap�oning is available by clicking on the CC symbol in the lower right side of the video 
tool bar. 

Discussion, Action Items, Decisions 
Summary 
Today PUB reviewed governing documents and set inten�ons for the coming year with new 
board members. Par�cipants also shared brief introduc�ons. They then reviewed and adopted 
their beliefs, values, and an�-racist principles. Much of the subsequent discussion centered on 
budget �meline challenges, with staff presen�ng historical data showing how the budget 
process was compressed and delayed last year, making it difficult for PUB to provide 
recommenda�ons to City Council. They discussed the need for earlier engagement in the 
budget process to ensure they can fulfill their advisory role as specified in their scope sec�on 
3.123.020.  

Call to Order  
Kyle Chipman, PUB chair, called the mee�ng to order at approximately 3:30 pm. 

Public Comment 4:55 
No public comment was offered. 

Introductions and Disclosure of Communications 6:33 
PUB co-chair disclosed communica�ons between himself and co-chair with PUB staff about the 
poten�al for mee�ng with Council members or their staff for a listening session in upcoming 
weeks, and the desire to open up that opportunity to other PUB members such that each 
mee�ng will include 2 PUB members.  
There were no other disclosures. Each member present shared a brief introduc�on. 

Review of Minutes 35:00 
Dra� minutes from July 16th, 2026 PUB mee�ng were distributed and accepted as writen. 

PUB Review of Governing Documents 36:00 

For PUB Beliefs, Values and Anti-racist Principles 

Prior to the mee�ng, PUB members received a copy of their Beliefs and An�-Racist Principles 
and they accepted the document as it was writen with forma�ng changes for accessibility. 
Vote 

• Kyle moved to accept the An�-racist Principles as amended 
• Cormac seconded. 
• No further discussion 
• No public were present 
• Mo�on passed unanimously. 

https://youtu.be/4l4WPjVjVBY?si=ZMU-9wPq8Stx8Hpp&t=295
https://youtu.be/4l4WPjVjVBY?si=5YN6jYLk0cUgyy7c&t=393
https://youtu.be/4l4WPjVjVBY?si=lDCZaZ0gj4F3RFzz&t=2100
https://youtu.be/4l4WPjVjVBY?si=qL739tgfL3hKaKr1&t=2160
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Bylaws and Code Review 45:18 
It could make sense to wait to update bylaws un�l a�er the Citywide Engagement team has 
finalized their recommenda�ons. The �meline for that is uncertain, since there have been some 
staffing changes in the engagement office. Any future updates would be developed 
collabora�vely by the board with help from staff, using either full-board discussion or 
subcommitees as needed. 
 
A vo�ng member suggested some documents he has been working on to help PUB staff and 
members organize materials ahead of mee�ngs. He will send those to PUB staff. He also 
men�oned the need for PUB to align their calendar with Council to beter understand 
expecta�ons around budget and other engagement. 

PUB Internal Work 58:21 
The co-chair started this part of the conversa�on by sharing informa�on about how 
long-standing frustra�on with the delays and incomplete informa�on has hindered PUB’s 
budget engagement, making it difficult for PUB to provide informed recommenda�ons. A�er 
reviewing prior years’ �melines and informa�on flows to understand what was historically 
provided earlier, PUB co-chairs are working with PUB staff to compile a visual reference that 
clarifies what informa�on PUB needs and when. This work is intended not only to help PUB 
members beter fulfill their advisory role but also to support new City Council members, who 
also seem to experience gaps in informa�on. 
 
Several members requested �me to review documents in advance rather than during the 
mee�ng when they feel rushed. PUB staff commited to sharing �meline materials with PUB in 
the read ahead for the next mee�ng if ready. The group also discussed PUB’s scope and their 
role helping to develop rates, providing informed feedback, and analyzing trade-offs. Members 
reiterated the need for �mely informa�on from bureaus to fulfill PUB’s responsibili�es, stressing 
that transparency about constraints or missing informa�on should be shared along with any 
future recommenda�ons to Council. 
 
City Code: 3.123, Scope sec�on: htps://www.portland.gov/code/3/123/020  

Announcements & Next PUB Meeting  
• Head shots/photos 
• ARC mee�ngs 

o July 14: Lorraine 
o August 11: Lauren volunteered 
o September: Cormac volunteered  
o October 13: Alexis Volunteered 

Closing  
Mee�ng adjourned at 5:01 pm 

The next mee�ng will be Thursday, August 20th, 2026.  

https://youtu.be/4l4WPjVjVBY?si=9qJ07nnvUZ1K_ciO&t=2718
https://youtu.be/4l4WPjVjVBY?si=3Ht-k-M5pbBGKRGA&t=3501
https://www.portland.gov/code/3/123/020
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Possible topics 

• Filtra�on updates 
• PUB internal work (con�nued) 

 
Likely future topics 

• Project updates (Tryon, AMI, etc.) 
• U�lity realignment 
• Natural Resources Service Delivery 

 
Poten�al Future Topics: Carryover from prior mee�ngs, Natural Resources Service Delivery, 
Permi�ng reorganiza�on update, strategic & equity plans updates. STEP, PCEF updates, 
filtra�on update. 
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