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Date: August 29, 2025 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Eric Bail, Portland Public Schools Landscape Department Supervisor 
 
From: Rebecca Criscillis, Supervisor, Urban Forestry Permitting and Regulation 
 
RE:  Urban Forestry – Portland Public Schools Programmatic Permit Update – Emerald 
Ash Borer (EAB) 

 
This memorandum outlines updated removal and wood waste management protocols for 
trees regulated under Title 11 that are susceptible to Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) within the 
Portland metro area. 
 
Affected Tree Species: 
 
Currently, the following species are susceptible and subject to these protocols: 
 

• Ash (Fraxinus spp.) 
• Olive (Olea spp.) 
• White fringe tree (Chionanthus virginicus) 

 
Protocol Following EAB Detection in Portland: 
 
Once EAB is officially detected within Portland city limits: 
 

• Inspection Request Forms will no longer be required for the removal of ash, olive, 
or white fringe trees—except during the designated moratorium period (outlined 
below). 

• All removals and associated mitigation plantings must still be documented in the 
Annual Quantitative Report. Please note "EAB" as the reason for removal in the 
appropriate column. 
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• Heritage Trees continue to be exempt per the Programmatic Permit terms. 
• Public Notice requirements per the Programmatic Permit terms still apply. 

 
EAB Moratorium Period (April 1 – September 30): 
 
To help slow the spread of EAB, a 6-month moratorium on wood-waste-generating 
activities will be in effect annually from April 1 through September 30 once EAB is 
detected. 
 
During the moratorium: 
 

• No felling, pruning, or stump removal is allowed for ash, olive, or white fringe 
trees—including removal of branches. 

• Hazardous trees may still be mitigated. 
o These activities require prior approval via an Inspection Request Form, 

which will be prioritized by Urban Forestry. 
• All wood waste must be managed according to approved disposal methods. 

Unchipped or unprocessed woody material must remain on-site during the 
moratorium. 

 
Wood Waste Disposal Protocols: 
 
Wood generated from felling or pruning susceptible or infested trees must be treated in 
accordance with City and State disposal guidelines. Acceptable methods include: 
 

• Chipping or grinding material to 1 inch or smaller 
• Debarking and removing at least 1 inch of underlying wood 
• Heat treatment to a minimum of 160°F for at least 60 minutes 

 
For the most current disposal guidance, please refer to the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture website. 

 
Regulatory Clarification: 
 
This memo pertains only to Title 11 regulations. 
 
If trees are located in an overlay zone and Title 33 applies - Title 33 requirements for 
overlay zones remain unchanged at this time.  

https://www.oregon.gov/oda/ippm/survey-treatment/pages/emerald-ash-borer.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/ippm/survey-treatment/pages/emerald-ash-borer.aspx
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• Questions related to Title 33 tree removal requirements for programmatic 
permit holders should continue to be directed to the following link for 
Virtual 15-minute appointments with Portland Permitting and Development 
Bureau, selecting the option for properties within the 
environmental/greenway/river overlay zones if the site is located in an 
overlay zone, or by call the Zoning Hotline at (503) 823-7300.  

 
 

Additional Resources: 
 
For up-to-date information on Portland’s EAB response and management protocols, 
including a downloadable copy of the City of Portland EAB Response Plan, please visit 
hyperlink:���� City of Portland EAB Website (www.portland.gov/trees/eab) 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Criscillis 
Urban Forestry Tree Inspection and Permitting Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://outlook.office365.com/book/15MinuteVIRTUALAppointmentwithaCityPlanner@portlandoregon.gov/?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://outlook.office365.com/book/15MinuteVIRTUALAppointmentwithaCityPlanner@portlandoregon.gov/?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://www.portland.gov/trees/eab

