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o RICAP packages help ease regulatory burdens and make the code easier to 
understand, while implementing the Comprehensive Plan.

o Ongoing program to maintain the zoning code
o Amendments address a variety of topics and geographies, which are packaged together 

for efficiency
o Focus on technical and minor policy changes (medium and major policy requests are 

assigned to other projects)
o Work plan is based on items in an online database of amendment requests (currently has 

400+ items)
o Fair and transparent item selection criteria

What is RICAP?
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RICAP selection criteria

1. Variety of stakeholders

2. Geographic applicability

3. Degree of impact

4. Regulatory Improvement
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RICAP 11 
Project focus
• 56 Zoning Code amendments
• Zoning Code amendments fall into 3 themes:

Parking

Exterior areas and activities

General regulatory reduction

• 7 Sign Code amendments
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RICAP 11 
Project focus

Minor policy 
change

Technical 
amendment Total

Parking 6 4 10

Exterior areas and activities 7 9 16

General regulatory 
reduction 6 24 30

Total 19 37 56
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What’s in 
RICAP 11

Parking Project |  6/26/2025  |  6



Parking
Parking and vehicle areas 

o Item MP3 – Parking in residential setbacks with garage 
conversion

o Item MP5 – Allow vehicles to back out of all small parking areas 
on a site

Bike parking 
• Item MP2 – Allow a change of use in an existing building without 

requiring additional long term bike parking
• Items MP1 and TA3 – Clarify rules about access to bike parking 

areas
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Exterior areas & activities
Exterior activities 

o Item MP10 – Align the meaning of exterior activities and what is 
allowed throughout the code

o Item TA8 – Clarify when exterior activities associated with a 
limited use count towards the use limits

Outdoor areas and screening
o Items MP11 & TA7 – Clarification about structures and incursions 

in common outdoor areas
o Item MP7 – Clarify the rules for setback and screening for 

mechanical equipment
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General regulatory reduction
• Item MP14 – Update the regulations for outdoor shelters to 

align with what has been allowed through the City's declared 
housing emergency

• Item MP19 – Remove requirement for recording LU approvals
• Item MP16 – Clarify that a sobering center is an allowed 

temporary activity in response to a health and safety 
emergency declaration

• TA18 & 19 – Update daycare regulations to align with state law
• Item MP18 – Classify entertainment venues of less than 20,000 

s.f. as a Retail Sales and Service use
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General regulatory reduction
Other topics touched on include:
• Temporary activities
• Historic Resources and Design clarifications
• Age-friendly updates
• Street and ROW
• York Plan District fixes
• Public noticing
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RICAP 11 
Timeline

March 2024:  Workplan released
June 2025:   Discussion Draft
July/August 2025: Community Engagement
August 2025:  Proposed Draft released
September 2025 Planning Commission hearing 
Winter 2025/26: City Council hearing and adoption
March 1, 2026:  Effective
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VISIT US ONLINE portland.gov/bps

The City of Portland is committed to providing meaningful access. To request translation, interpretation, 
modifications, accommodations, or other auxiliary aids or services, contact 311, Relay: 711. 

Traducción e Interpretación  |  Biên Dịch và Thông Dịch  |  अनवुादन तथा व्याख्या  |  口笔译服务  |  
Устный и письменный перевод  |  Turjumaad iyo Fasiraad  |  Письмовий і усний переклад  |  
Traducere și interpretariat  |  Chiaku me Awewen Kapas  |  翻訳または通訳  |  ການແປພາສາ ຫືຼ ການ
ອະທິບາຍ  |  الشفھیة أو التحریریة الترجمة  |  Portland.gov/bps/accommodation

http://portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy
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