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Meeting summary

The Cannabis Policy Oversight Team meeting focused on updates from the City of Portland
Cannabis Program and a presentation by Abbey Stamp, Executive Director of the Behavioral
Health Resource Networks with the Oregon Health Authority. Christina provided updates on
new cannabis licensing fees with zero increases approved, late fees added, and down payments
increased to 50% of annual license amounts effective July 10th, 2026. Christina also reported
attending the CANNA Act Cannabis Action Conference where she participated in sessions a
variety of sessions over the course of two days. Prosper updated the team on Prosper Portland's
work, including a successful spring cohort celebration event at Tony's dispensary and the
continuation of their work for another year with an RFP process planned for early next year.
Tony and Bret, as chairs, provided federal updates including discussion of other states'
approaches to medical cannabis rescheduling and upcoming hearings. The main presentation was
delivered by Abbey Stamp, who detailed the Measure 110/Behavioral Health Resource Networks
program, explaining how cannabis tax revenue funds substance use services across Oregon's 36
counties through 234 grants providing screenings, assessments, treatment, peer support, housing,
and harm reduction services. The team discussed challenges with data collection and
accountability, with participants expressing concerns about the effectiveness of the current grant-
based funding model and the lack of clear metrics to measure program success.

Next steps
Bret Born
o Consider making a public records request for detailed BHRN grantee information
(contracts, amounts, service providers) for further transparency and accountability.
Christina
o Follow up with supervisor to obtain final approval to begin the online buyer-seller license
posting system for Portland cannabis licensees.
Prosper
e Send out link to Multnomah County Behavioral Health Advisory Council meetings to the
CPOT email list.
o Encourage interested nonprofit organizations serving cannabis businesses to apply for the
upcoming RFP process for small business support services (to be issued early next year).
e Look for and share the specific date/time of the next Multnomah County BHRN meeting
with the group.



https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/kdhu5nSUT0ZNNEhyDQTuvh0DGiqVBxoJeQlnKGA2llxDs-NH2Cf8IrIZwWtWhDya.4pBhwBuySQIFFp67
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac17d8-6606-11f1-855b-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac17d8-6606-11f1-855b-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1668-6606-11f1-840d-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1668-6606-11f1-840d-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac135d-6606-11f1-9d9f-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac135d-6606-11f1-9d9f-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1722-6606-11f1-8811-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1722-6606-11f1-8811-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1915-6606-11f1-aba7-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1915-6606-11f1-aba7-96d731d4db8c
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Collaboration
o Meeting attendees interested in oversight: Attend upcoming BHRN (Behavioral Health
Resource Network) or related advisory council meetings to observe and/or provide input
on cannabis tax revenue allocation and program effectiveness.
o All interested members: Reach out to Abby Stamp (contact info shared in chat) with
further questions or for follow-up on BHRN data, metrics, or program integration.

Summary

Business Updates and Presentation Planning

The meeting began with casual conversation about personal topics before transitioning to
business updates. Christina reported they were waiting for final confirmation on buyer-seller
website updates from Beth, with no new information to share beyond previous updates. The
conversation ended with participants joining the meeting and brief discussion about a new
dispensary location in Montavilla, with participants sharing their familiarity with the area.

Cannabis Licensing and Policy Updates

The Cannabis Policy Oversight Team meeting covered updates on licensing fees and recent
conference attendance. Christina reported that new cannabis licensing fees with zero increase
were approved, including late fees on applications and increased down payments for the deferred
payment program, effective July 10th. She shared insights from the recent CANNA Act
Cannabis Action Conference, noting mixed reviews on prevention messaging approaches, with
some sessions focusing on outdated "just say no" strategies while others emphasized more
effective youth engagement methods. Jen from Prosper Portland provided updates on their spring
cohort completion and upcoming fall cohort, mentioning a successful networking event and
continued funding despite budget cuts.

Cannabis Licensing and Policy Updates

Tony discussed federal cannabis rescheduling efforts, noting that some states are creating
combined adult use/medical licenses while Oregon uses an endorsement system, and mentioned
an upcoming hearing on June 29th. Alex indicated that while DOJ rescheduling definitions might
allow Oregon licenses to qualify for 280E, DEA registration presents different challenges and
suggested discussing this further offline. The meeting then welcomed Abbey Stamp, Executive
Director of the Behavioral Health Resource Networks with the Oregon Health Authority, who
began presenting an overview of Measure 110 and the BHRN program, covering legislative
history and fund allocation.

Behavioral Health Resource Network Overview

Abbey provided an overview of the Behavioral Health Resource Network (BHRN) program,
explaining how funding has evolved from including criminal justice savings to now relying
solely on cannabis tax revenue through the Drug Treatment and Recovery Services Fund
(DTRSF). She detailed how the program has expanded to include 234 grants across Oregon,
serving over 3 million people through various substance use disorder services, though recent
declines in cannabis tax revenue are creating budget challenges for providers. Abbey also


https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1597-6606-11f1-b422-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1597-6606-11f1-b422-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1597-6606-11f1-b422-96d731d4db8c
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=a%2BLpz%2FmCShiJ634jGnJ1nA%3D%3D&stepId=40ac1878-6606-11f1-a9ac-96d731d4db8c
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outlined the new dual reporting structure being implemented, which includes both a grant
management platform and the ROADS system to better track program impact and client
outcomes, with comprehensive data expected to be available by spring-summer 2027.

Client Engagement and Service Data

Abbey demonstrated a client engagement chart showing service data across different quarters,
organized by service area and client metrics. When Tony asked about peer support services,
Abbey explained that peer support specialists are individuals with lived recovery experience who
provide mentoring and connection to those seeking support, separate from traditional substance
use disorder (SUD) treatment. Abbey indicated that while housing is critical for service
engagement, the data from the previous grant cycle was insufficient to determine which services
yield the highest value outcomes, though housing services show significant usage across various
types including rental assistance, motel vouchers, and permanent supportive housing.

BHRN Program 2029 Funding Planning

Abbey explained that the burn program's 2029 funding cycle will consider different factors and
variables to prioritize funding for specific regions, including overdose rates, homelessness, and
arrests across 36 counties. She discussed ongoing efforts to integrate substance use disorder
services across OHA programs, noting that the BHRN funding fills gaps not covered by
Medicaid. Abbey mentioned a new initiative launched last week to improve provider networks
and referrals between hospitals, community mental health programs, and BHRN services, as
recommended by the Secretary of State's office.

Cannabis Grant Funding Challenges

Abbey discussed the challenges with the current grant funding model for cannabis tax dollars,
acknowledging that the four-year grant agreements and quarterly disbursements create fiscal
constraints and make it difficult to respond to changing needs. She explained that her team has
implemented a more stringent review and escalation policy to ensure compliance and
accountability among grantees, and that three providers will step out as of July due to budget
cuts, with their funds being reallocated to current grantees. Bret Born questioned whether a grant
funding model is appropriate for cannabis tax dollars, suggesting that a data-driven, formulaic
allocation model would be more effective for addressing harm and need across different areas.
Abbey agreed that the current grant structure presents challenges but noted that, under current
legislation, OHA must administer a grant program unless the law changes.

Cannabis Tax Revenue Allocation

The meeting focused on discussing the allocation and effectiveness of cannabis tax revenue spent
on behavioral health services. Abbey, representing the program administrator, explained that
while the $392 million fund supports various services across 36 counties, there is limited data
tracking success metrics and outcomes. Participants expressed concerns about the lack of
accountability and measurable results, particularly regarding youth education and prevention
efforts. The group discussed the need for better oversight and suggested redirecting funds back to
the cannabis program or investing more in prevention and youth services.



