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CPOT Meeting Recording Link Passcode: XaJ%9!RJ 

Meeting summary  
Quick recap 
The Cannabis Policy Oversight Team (CPOT) met on May 14, 2026, to discuss policy 
priorities and social consumption venues. Christina Coursey and Nicole Taylor provided 
updates on fee increases for the cannabis program and upcoming budget testimony 
opportunities. Jennifer Reyes from Prosper Portland shared information about upcoming 
medical cannabis webinars and events. The team extensively discussed their third 
policy priority, focusing on public health and safety concerns, particularly around edible 
packaging and vape product disposal. Joey Roberson Kitzman presented detailed 
information about the disposal challenges of one-time vape products and their 
environmental impact. The group reviewed a comprehensive 12-page draft proposal for 
social consumption venues created by Tony Birch, which included detailed 
requirements for ventilation, safety protocols, and membership processes. The team 
provided feedback on the proposal, discussing concerns about co-location with licensed 
retailers, licensing limitations, and equity in distribution.  
 
Next steps  
Christina 

• Table and revisit the discussion on defining the third policy priority for a future 
meeting. 

 
Jennifer 

• Send Bret (and possibly others) email with details/links regarding the proposed 
cut to the Inclusive Business Resource Network and its impact on cannabis 
program technical assistance support. 

• Share links for written and public testimony on the city budget in the chat (Note: 
This was done during the meeting but is captured as it was an explicit action 
stated for the group's benefit). 

 
Joseph 

• Bring back information on the number of annual vape-related fires after meeting 
with Metro in the coming weeks. 

 
Natalie 

• Connect Christina with Mitch Colbert (expert on vape disposal/sustainability) 
tomorrow so he can potentially present to CPOT. 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ixTEl-vGsLmmg5crN6EpSPPH8s8mj4pvNKVzkhT9lX9rrVPGcFYdZ31osUHdeRqH.rgAFg-UeDzG0ZM5E
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e53576-5006-11f1-80a5-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e53576-5006-11f1-80a5-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e531e0-5006-11f1-889c-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e531e0-5006-11f1-889c-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e531e0-5006-11f1-889c-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e53871-5006-11f1-97d6-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e53871-5006-11f1-97d6-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e53871-5006-11f1-97d6-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e533d4-5006-11f1-aadf-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e533d4-5006-11f1-aadf-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e52dcd-5006-11f1-b2e5-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e52dcd-5006-11f1-b2e5-ca38de92f7c4


 
Collaboration 

• Tony/Christina/CPOT: Review and provide feedback on the draft social 
consumption venue proposal, including suggested edits (e.g., removing/renaming 
"Social Equity Fund" language, considering license cap and equitable 
distribution, and revising co-location requirements). 

 
Cannabis Policy and Fee Updates 
The Cannabis Policy Oversight Team meeting covered updates on fee changes and 
upcoming events. Christina reported that the Housing and Permitting Committee 
approved new late fees for cannabis licenses and adjustments to the deferred payment 
program, with these measures set to be reviewed by City Council in June. The team 
was informed about the 8th Annual CannAct Public Health Conference from June 1-3, 
which will focus on prevention and policy changes in cannabis regulation, with Christina 
and Joey planning to attend. Additionally, Christina mentioned progress on a new 
website feature allowing businesses to self-report buying or selling opportunities, 
pending final approval from her supervisor. 
 
Cannabis Policy and Events Update 
Jennifer from Prosper Portland announced upcoming events including a medical 
cannabis rescheduling webinar on Monday and a PDX Greet and Grow celebration for 
New Project's cohort. The team discussed New York's progressive approach to social 
consumption, particularly allowing cannabis sales at farmers markets, which Jennifer 
shared as an example of how another state has implemented such policies more easily 
than West Coast states. Natalie provided context that New York's simpler 
implementation was partly due to their different regulatory structure compared to West 
Coast states. 
 
Cannabis Regulation Policy Discussion 
The group discussed cannabis regulation and potential recommendations for state 
agencies. Christina suggested including specific recommendations for state and local 
agencies in their annual report. The conversation ended with a discussion about 
defining their third policy priority, which was initially focused on public health but needed 
further clarification. 
 
Cannabis Packaging and Waste Disposal 
The group discussed public health initiatives around edible cannabis packaging and 
waste disposal of one-time vape products. Tony expressed concern about making 
vague public health statements without clearly defining specific issues to address. 
Joseph presented information about a regional project addressing the disposal 
challenges of one-time vape products, particularly the hazardous lithium-ion batteries 
and toxic substances involved, noting that current disposal methods present safety risks  
 

https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e536f9-5006-11f1-be1b-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e536f9-5006-11f1-be1b-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e536f9-5006-11f1-be1b-ca38de92f7c4
https://tasks.zoom.us/?meetingId=bUU2O7zXQciEgJ3YGEBqFg%3D%3D&stepId=e1e536f9-5006-11f1-be1b-ca38de92f7c4


 
and federal compliance issues. The discussion highlighted potential focus areas 
including packaging safety regulations, waste reduction, and preventing youth-friendly 
packaging designs, with Joseph emphasizing the urgent need to address the disposal of 
these products due to their hazardous components. 
 
Vaping Device Disposal Safety Challenges 
The group discussed challenges around safe disposal and recycling of used vaping 
devices, with Joseph explaining that current methods pose safety risks due to potential 
fires and explosions when devices are damaged or discarded. Joseph noted that while 
New York and Denville have taken steps, no coherent solution has been found, and he 
will meet with Metro next week to discuss the issue further. Natalie offered to connect 
Christina with Mitch Colbert, an expert on vape disposal and sustainability issues, to 
provide additional insights on the topic. The group considered making vape disposal 
safety a policy priority, with Bret Born suggesting an emphasis on public education 
about safe storage and disposal practices. 
 
Portland Cannabis Policy Recommendations 
The group discussed potential policy recommendations and educational initiatives for 
the cannabis industry in Portland. They considered implementing educational 
campaigns and best practices guidelines, with a focus on transparency and public 
health. The group ultimately decided to focus on two policy priorities and table further 
discussion about educational initiatives for future consideration. 
 
Cannabis Education Program Discussion 
Bret Born proposed developing a long-term education program for the cannabis industry 
in Portland, suggesting the use of Measure 110 funds to support curriculum 
development targeting topics like proper vape disposal, school safety, and bud tender 
education. Christina acknowledged the value of education but indicated that 
implementing such a program by 2026 would not be feasible. The discussion then 
shifted to social consumption venues, with Christina reporting that the new Bureau 
Director from Texas is supportive of the idea and that they are working to advance 
social consumption at both the city and state levels, including pushing for legislation in 
2027. 
 
Portland Cannabis Consumption Spaces Proposal 
The meeting focused on reviewing a draft proposal for social cannabis consumption 
spaces in Portland. Tony presented a 12-page draft document outlining detailed 
requirements for such facilities, including health and safety standards, ventilation 
requirements, and membership models. Key discussions centered around location 
requirements, with Christina opposing co-location with existing OLCC retailers, and the  
group agreeing to limit the number of licenses to ensure equity across neighborhoods. 
The group also discussed challenges with the business model's profitability and banking 



 
issues for cannabis-related businesses. The next meeting was scheduled for June 14th, 
featuring a presentation on Measure 110 and its associated fund. 
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