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Meeting summary

The Cannabis Policy Oversight Team (CPOT) meeting focused on two main topics: public
records requests regarding Measure 110 funds and enforcement of the Indoor Clean Air Act. Bret
presented a proposal to request public records from various city agencies to analyze how
Measure 110 tax revenue is being allocated, arguing this would help ensure proper use of
cannabis taxpayer funds and potentially reduce crime in areas where cannabis businesses are
located. The team unanimously approved moving forward with the public records request,
though Christina noted the timeline might be aggressive given the complexity and potential fee
waiver requirements. Joey from Multnomah County then provided a detailed presentation on the
Indoor Clean Air Act enforcement process, explaining that violations are complaint-driven and
outlining the inspection procedures and penalties. The group discussed potential creative ways to
implement social consumption spaces in Portland, including exploring ballot initiatives and city-
level regulations, though they acknowledged significant legal and logistical challenges.

Next steps

. Bret Born: Review and finalize public records requests related to Measure 110 fund
allocation data, in coordination with Christina.

. Christina Coursey: Schedule a meeting with Bret Born and Tony Birch to discuss and
plan the public records requests and next steps for the Measure 110 fund allocation initiative.

. Bret: Prepare a simplified explanation/presentation on the importance and methodology
of the proposed Measure 110 fund allocation data analysis for the next meeting.

o Alex Berger: Create and share bullet point lists of creative, legally compliant approaches
for social consumption/lounges under current law, for review by the group.

o Joseph (Joey): Bring statistics on enforcement rates of Multnomah County related to the
Indoor Clean Air Act to the next meeting.

o All voting members: Review the proposed public records requests and be prepared to
discuss and potentially approve the final list at the next meeting.

o Christina: Coordinate with Bret and Tony to ensure public records requests are submitted

in a timely manner, aiming to receive data before the June meeting with OHA and Behavioral
Health Network representatives.

Cannabis Policy Oversight Team Meeting

The Cannabis Policy Oversight Team meeting was held on April 9th, with Christina Coursey as
the meeting facilitator. The team discussed recent updates, including the decision to maintain
current cannabis fees without increases. Christina provided an update on a Minority Cannabis
Business Association event held at a Portland processor and wholesaler, where she, along with
other speakers, discussed public safety, access to capital, and accounts receivable. She also
shared statistics on cannabis crimes in Portland, noting a decrease from 69.1% to 53.1% of state
cannabis crimes between May 2025 and March 2026. The conversation ended with a brief
mention of policy priorities and Measure 110 by Bret Born.
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Business Tax and Legal Updates

The group discussed updates on industry funding, knowledge sharing, and recent developments
in business taxes and legal matters. Bret reported that the Measure 119 unionization lawsuit had
been resolved, with the state agreeing not to further pursue the appeal, providing relief for
marijuana businesses that had entered labor peace agreements. Tony shared news about Portland
raising the business tax threshold from $50,000 to $75,000 in 2026 and to $100,000 in 2027,
which was seen as positive tax relief for small businesses.

Unionization and Public Records Discussion

The group discussed concerns about unionization impacts on small businesses, with Bret sharing
his experience of negative effects on his business and emphasizing that the proposed
unionization was not beneficial for either businesses or employees in their struggling industry.
The main focus then shifted to a public records request regarding Measure 110 funds, with Bret
explaining his proposal to analyze data from different agencies to improve transparency and
allocation methods using an equity-based approach. The group agreed to vote on moving forward
with the public records request.

Cannabis Tax Allocation Discussion

The group discussed the allocation of cannabis taxes and their impact on public health and safety.
Bret argued that current tax money is not being used effectively in communities where cannabis
businesses are located and proposed that the advisory body should hold the city accountable
through policy recommendations. The proposal was unanimously approved by the voting
members present. Next steps were not explicitly outlined in the transcript.

Measure 110 Funding Allocation Planning

The group discussed next steps for formalizing record requests related to Measure 110 funding
allocation, with Bret proposing to analyze data to make recommendations on how city funds
should be distributed based on factors like harm and crime. Christina suggested scheduling a
meeting with herself and CPOT chairs, Bret Born and Tony Birch, to develop a plan, noting that
obtaining public records could take time due to Oregon's public records law. The meeting then
transitioned to Joseph's presentation on the Indoor Clean Air Act (ICAA), where he explained the
complaint-driven enforcement process for smoking violations in public places and workplaces in
Multnomah County.

Indoor Clean Air Act Presentation

Joey presented on the Indoor Clean Air Act, explaining the complaint-based investigation
process and confirming that hotels can have up to 25% smoking rooms. When asked about
enforcement rates, Joseph indicated that statistics would be provided next time but noted that
enforcement is limited due to inspectors having other duties and funding constraints. The
discussion included questions about rooftop smoking areas and enclosed spaces, clarifying that
while rooftop areas with fire-safe materials above 10 feet might be acceptable, specific details
about enclosures would need further investigation.

Portland Social Consumption Initiative Planning

The group discussed strategies for implementing a social consumption initiative in Portland,
focusing on compliance with the Indoor Clean Air Act and exploring creative ways to benefit the
local cannabis industry and generate tax revenue. Christina noted the pro-cannabis stance of the
city council and suggested exploring options for moving the initiative forward at a local level.



City of Portland, Oregon Eric Kutch, Director
Phone: (503) 823-7300

Portland Permitting & Development e
i www.portland.gov,
Cannabis Program portland.gov/pp

Alex proposed considering smoking rooms in hotels and discrete ways to offer edibles, while
emphasizing the need to comply with state law. Bret suggested long-term ideas, including
culinary involvement and infrastructure development to support tourism. Alex offered to create a
bullet point list of potential ideas for presentation to the city, though not as legal advice.

Cannabis Consumption Initiative Planning

The group discussed potential creative approaches for presenting social consumption initiatives
to the Council, focusing on finding small steps that could demonstrate the feasibility of public
consumption without violating current regulations. They explored various options but concluded
that current rules restrict consumption events and limit delivery to residential addresses only. The
discussion highlighted the need for regulatory changes at the state level, potentially through a
ballot initiative, to enable more flexible consumption options that could benefit both cannabis
businesses and downtown hospitality venues.

Oregon Consumption Lounges Ballot Initiative

The group discussed the feasibility of pursuing a ballot initiative for consumption lounges in
Oregon. Alex explained that the process involves drafting the initiative, presenting the ballot title
and summary to the Secretary of State, and collecting a significant number of signatures, which
can be costly but potentially achievable through dispensaries. Joey shared insights from a similar
initiative in North Dakota, emphasizing the importance of volunteer efforts and proper
certification of signatures. The group also considered starting at the city level and discussed the
potential benefits, including increased tax revenue. The conversation ended with a reminder of
the next meeting on May 14th.



