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Oregon Indoor Clean Air Act

Oregon's Indoor Clean Air Act (ICAA) protects 
nearly every Oregonian from the health risks of 
secondhand smoke. 

● Under the ICAA, smoking is prohibited 
in public places and workplaces, with 
few exceptions.

● Public place means any enclosed area 
open to the public.

● Place of employment means an enclosed 
area that is under the control of a public 
or private employer and that employees 
frequent during the course of employment. 



Why are smoking ban laws important?

● They improve health - there is no safe level of tobacco exposure!
● Protect workers from smoke exposure. 
● Reduces second hand smoke exposure - inhaling smoke of tobacco/vaping/cannabis for those not 

smoking. 
● Reduces third hand smoke exposure - residue of toxic chemicals that clings to surfaces, dust and 

fabric, that are can affect health. 

E-Cigarette Smoke Cannabis Smoke Cigarette Smoke



Toll of Tobacco in Multnomah County (2024)

● Tobacco consumption remains one of the 
leading preventable causes of death. 

● Smoking prevalence is over 14% in 
Multnomah County. 

● Local prevalence for adult smoking cigarettes 
is higher than rest of the state and the national 
average. 

● Nearly 10% of youth are “vaping”, increasing 
from previous years. 

Source: OHA Oregon County Tobacco Facts 
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiN2E4MWZiMTctYzU5Mi00OTUwLWIxMWMtNzFjZjIwMjIxMTE4IiwidCI6IjY1OGU2
M2U4LThkMzktNDk5Yy04ZjQ4LTEzYWRjOTQ1MmY0YyJ9&pageName=ReportSection

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiN2E4MWZiMTctYzU5Mi00OTUwLWIxMWMtNzFjZjIwMjIxMTE4IiwidCI6IjY1OGU2M2U4LThkMzktNDk5Yy04ZjQ4LTEzYWRjOTQ1MmY0YyJ9&pageName=ReportSection
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiN2E4MWZiMTctYzU5Mi00OTUwLWIxMWMtNzFjZjIwMjIxMTE4IiwidCI6IjY1OGU2M2U4LThkMzktNDk5Yy04ZjQ4LTEzYWRjOTQ1MmY0YyJ9&pageName=ReportSection


Can you guess what type of 
smoke this is? 

ICAA and Cannabis: Smoke is 
Smoke

Secondhand smoke from cannabis and tobacco 
contains many of the same cancer-causing substances 
and toxic chemicals.

The toxic substances and carcinogens in Cannabis 
secondhand smoke can easily be inhaled by other 
people. 

These chemicals can also cause cardiovascular (heart 
and blood vessels) problems, potentially leading to 
blocked arteries, stroke, heart attack, and even death. 



What does the ICAA do?

ICAA is a complaint driven law that brings business into compliance with 
smoking ban laws. 

That means that enforcement activities only take place as a result of a 
complaint from a member of the public, including employees of the 
business.

Individuals report violations to the state/county, and inspectors determine 
next steps, with include: 

● Informing business about potential violations
● Conducting inspections and enforcements
● Working with OHA when business fail to remediate. 



What is an example of an  ICAA Violation?
Smoking/vaping inside Unlawful outside smoking areas Ash receptacle inside

10ft rule for tables not marked 
as non smoking/no vaping

Absent or insufficient signs at 
entrances/exists

And more…

● 10ft rule for 
smoking/vaping/aerosoling

● 10ft feet rule for cigars or 
cigarette butts

● Smoke shop violation
● Cigar Bar Violation



What happens when there is an ICAA violation?

The ICAA is a complaint driven process, relying on individuals 
to report complaints they see in the community. 

If you see a possible violation of the law, you can report it to the 
Oregon Public Health Division for investigation and further 
action. Complaints located in Multnomah County get forward to 
the Tobacco Control and Prevention Program. 

All complaints are public records, and can also be submitted 
anonymously. 

Report an ICAA 
Violation

Call 1-866-621-6107 or

Submit an Online Complaint in 

OHA’s website:

https://wems.oha.oregon.gov/compl

aints



Once a complaint is submitted… 

Multnomah County serves as the Delegated 
Health Jurisdiction to enforce the Oregon Indoor 
Clean Air Act, a state law. 

Multnomah County receives complaints, process 
if valid or not, and then proceeds to work with 
business. 

OHA determines if a business receive a fine, 
citation, license revocation or other type of 
enforcement action. 



After a complaint has been filed against a business: 

● Businesses have at least three opportunities to come into compliance with the ICAA before OHA 
considers civil action.

● Letters and visits by inspectors with education and assistance take place when complaints are 
received from the public. 

● When businesses do not comply with the law after working with inspectors, OHA may take civil 
action.

● Failure to comply with the law may result in: A fine of up to $500 per day for each violation and 

further legal action such as an injunction where there are multiple violations.



Multnomah County Inspectors:
Inspectors provide education to businesses on the ICAA and how businesses can comply with the 

law.

● Process complaints and communicate with complainants 

● Provide stickers, signs, required postings and resources to business being compliant with the law

● Conduct initial inspections, remediations, smoke shop and cigar bar inspections

● Forward inspections and complaints to OHA when necessary

However, they do not: 

● Provide direction or consultation to businesses as they create or modify structures.

● Approve structures and does not review structures for this purpose.

● Provide legal advice - businesses should consult legal counsel before creating or modifying 

structures.



ICAA and Housing

ICAA does not apply to an individuals private home (rented or 
owned). 

For violations in residential settings: 

● Work with your landlord - there might be rule or policy that 
can be enforced.

● Submit complaints on violations occurring in common 
areas (laundry room, halls, enclosed stairwell)

● Reach out to organizations such as Community Alliance of 
Tenants, Smoke Free Oregon, American Nonsmokers 
Rights, etc. 



Questions?


