
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FAQ-PPB's Role and Guidelines Regarding Immigration Enforcement 
The Portland Police Bureau is committed to protecting, serving and supporting all residents and 
community members of the City of Portland, regardless of their actual or perceived national 
origin or immigration status.  
 
Now more than ever it is important to understand and recognize the uncertainty and fear for 
many in our immigrant communities, not just around immigration enforcement efforts, but also 
hate crimes.  Members of the Police Bureau continue our outreach efforts to build 
relationships, especially in communities that may be distrustful of police. We want everyone in 
our community to feel safe and protected, which is why it is important to understand PPB's role 
and the laws related to immigration enforcement. 
 

What role does PPB play in immigration enforcement? 
 
The Portland Police Bureau follows and enforces Oregon law and City Ordinances; we do not 
enforce federal immigration laws. State law, City Ordinance, and PPB polices make clear the 
Portland Police Bureau will not participate in federal immigration enforcement efforts. 
 
Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 181A.820 states: 
No law enforcement agency of the State of Oregon or of any political subdivision of the state 
shall use agency moneys, equipment or personnel for the purpose of detecting or 
apprehending persons whose only violation of law is that they are persons of foreign citizenship 
present in the United States in violation of federal immigration laws. 
This law can be found at this link: https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/181A.820 
 
Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 181A.826 states: 
Prohibits the use of public facilities, property, moneys, equipment, technology or personnel … 
for the purpose of investigating, detecting, apprehending, arresting, detaining or holding 
individuals for immigration enforcement. 
 
The Portland Police Bureau adheres to Oregon law as outlined in 0810.10 Bureau Contact with 
Members of Immigrant Communities and Individuals with Diplomatic Immunity. This directive 
covers the expectations for our officers related to immigration, and can be found at the 
following link:  https://www.portland.gov/policies/police-directives/arrest-detentions-court-
0800/081010-bureau-contact-members-immigrant  
 
Mayor Keith Wilson also addressed the city’s policy on this topic here: Mayor Wilson Addresses 
Portland City Council on Sanctuary City Status | Portland.gov 
 

https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/181A.820
https://www.portland.gov/policies/police-directives/arrest-detentions-court-0800/081010-bureau-contact-members-immigrant
https://www.portland.gov/policies/police-directives/arrest-detentions-court-0800/081010-bureau-contact-members-immigrant
https://www.portland.gov/mayor/keith-wilson/news/2025/1/21/mayor-wilson-addresses-portland-city-council-sanctuary-city
https://www.portland.gov/mayor/keith-wilson/news/2025/1/21/mayor-wilson-addresses-portland-city-council-sanctuary-city
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Does PPB work with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)?  
 
No, PPB does not work with ICE on any immigration related enforcement.  
 
When necessary, the Bureau partners with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to 
assist in their efforts of managing emergency situations and combatting a wide array of global 
criminal threats related to drug and human trafficking, terrorism, and human rights violations. 
Although the Bureau supports the DHS mission as it relates to confronting these security and 
human rights threats, the Bureau is steadfast in its commitment to contributing to the City’s 
efforts to create a welcoming environment that encourages diversity and inclusivity. 
 
To the extent that the mission of DHS, as communicated to the Bureau, is enforcement of 
immigration laws, the Bureau will follow the direction of the state statutory law and City 
ordinances by not enforcing or assisting in the enforcement of federal immigration laws, as that 
is a federal function. Moreover, the Bureau shall not expend personnel, equipment, monetary, 
or other resources to enforce or assist in the enforcement of federal immigration laws, unless in 
a manner that comports with applicable law. 
 

If I call PPB to report a crime, will they check my immigration status?  
 
No. PPB has a policy prohibiting officers from making inquiries regarding immigration or 
citizenship status of an individual. If an individual volunteers their immigration status, or if an 
officer inadvertently ascertains an individual’s immigration status through another means (e.g., 
another party volunteers the information), officers shall not document immigration status 
solely or primarily for the purpose of federal immigration law enforcement. 
 
An officer shall not ask for a victim’s immigration status when investigating a crime unless 
relevant to an element of the crime. If the individual’s immigration status is relevant to the 
investigation (e.g., human trafficking, hate crime, etc.), the officer shall explain to the individual 
why they are documenting the individual’s immigration status and its relevance to the 
investigation. 
 
An exception to this rule exists if it appears a victim or witness might qualify for a visa or other 
immigration protections based on cooperation with law enforcement in an investigation of a 
crime. 
 

What if a person without documentation is arrested for a crime? Will PPB hand 
the individual over to ICE? 
 
No. Should officers learn about an individual’s immigration status either by voluntary statement 
or other means, officers shall not arrest a person for the sole reason that they are in the United 
States without legal documentation. 
 
Officers shall not honor or comply with federal agency immigration detainer requests. 
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Officers shall not arrest, detain or transport an individual solely on the basis of an immigration 
detainer or other administrative document issued by ICE. 
 
Officers shall only carry out an arrest or detention if directed to do so by way of a judicial 
warrant or order. 
 

Will PPB release information to ICE about people without documentation?  
 
In most cases, no. The Bureau does not require its officers to disclose or share information 
about an individual's citizenship or immigration status with federal immigration enforcement 
agencies, except where such disclosure is required by law. Federal law prohibits the Bureau 
from restricting or limiting the exchange of information regarding an individual’s citizenship or 
immigration status, whether lawful or unlawful, between a government official and an agency 
responsible for enforcing federal immigration laws. 
 
Where necessary to further the investigation of a federal, state or local crime unrelated to the 
enforcement of federal immigration laws, officers may exchange information with investigative 
branches of DHS (e.g., HSI) or the federal government. Officers shall consult with their 
supervisor to determine whether the information sought by the immigration law enforcement 
agency is for a criminal investigative purpose. 
 
As to any other information sought by a federal immigration law enforcement agency, officers 
shall not disclose any of the following personally identifying information to a federal 
immigration law enforcement agency for the purpose of enforcing federal immigration laws: 

• A person’s address; 

• A person’s place of employment or work hours; 

• A person’s school or school hours; 

• A person’s contact information (e.g., phone number, e-mail address, social media 

information); 

• A person’s known associates or relatives; 

 
The date, time, or location of hearings, proceedings, or appointments with a person that are 
not matters of public record; 
 
Information pertaining to citizenship status, except as required by state or federal law; and/or 
 
Information described in Sections 6.2.1. through 6.2.7. with respect to known relatives or 
associates of the individual. 
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Are there any circumstances where PPB will help ICE?  
 
Officers are authorized to respond to emergency calls for cover or assistance (e.g., code three 
cover, injured officer, shots fired) sought by ICE, CBP or ERO. In those instances, officers shall 
limit their involvement to providing emergency law enforcement cover. Officers shall not assist 
in the enforcement of federal immigration laws. 
 

What should we do if immigration agents do raids or come to our buildings and 
churches? Can we call PPB for help and protection? Will ICE agents notify you 
first before the raid? 
 
The federal government has jurisdiction to operate lawfully in Portland, and PPB cannot 
interfere with their work.  
 
If you ever feel your rights are being violated or that you or someone you know is facing unjust 
immigration enforcement, Oregon provides a hotline and online resources for reporting such 
incidents, which you can find here: https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-
justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-
hotline/#form 
  
Please don't hesitate to reach out for support.  
 

What is the notification process when a person without documentation is 
arrested? Does a PPB officer notify ICE or a consular office? Would jail officers 
notify ICE and work with ICE agents to access jails and federally arrest 
undocumented persons?  
 
PPB officers will not make notifications to the federal government if a person without 
documentation is arrested. If the person has a federal arrest warrant, then the United States 
Department of Justice would be notified when the warrant is cleared. The jail is operated by the 
Multnomah County Sheriff’s office, not PPB, and they have their own policies and laws 
regarding notifications and cooperation with immigration agents.  
 
 

What are my rights when I am stopped in Oregon, and do I have to disclose my 
immigration status?  
 
A PPB officer is prevented by state law and Bureau policy from inquiring about immigration 
status for the purposes of immigration enforcement. If you feel that you have been asked to 
disclose that information, it is acceptable not to provide a response.    
  

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/#form
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/#form
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/#form
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If a responding officer doesn’t know about immigration practices in OR, who can 
I call? 
 
Oregon provides a hotline and online resources for reporting such incidents, which you can find 
at: https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-
promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/#form 
 
In addition, if you believe an officer is acting inconsistent with PPB policy, you may file a 
complaint with the Independent Police Review Division at https://www.portland.gov/IPR  
 

Suppose PPB has federally deputized officers to investigate specific crimes 
under federal statutes. Does that mean that those officers can then enforce 
immigration laws and assist ICE in arresting undocumented people? How will 
you prevent that from happening? 
 
PPB does have officers that are federally deputized to assist with the Joint Terrorism Task Force, 
the US Marshal’s Service, Fugitive Task Force, High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA), and 
other criminal investigative purposes. However, the agreement the City of Portland has with 
the federal government expressly forbids those task force officers from engaging in immigration 
enforcement.  
 

We are hearing from many of our undocumented victims of crime that they fear 
reporting their victimization, believing that that will trigger a red flag in the 
system and a police report will do them more harm than assistance and 
protection. Some of our victims are victims of domestic abuse, and now they 
feel they have to stay in an abusive relationship, which may be a better option 
than getting deported and separated from their children.  
 
Crime victims who are undocumented should not hesitate to call PPB to report crimes. PPB 
members will investigate crimes no matter the immigration status of victims. Making a police 
report will not create any kind of red flag to federal immigration authorities in our law 
enforcement database.  
 

Another issue that we would like to learn about so we can work together and 
prepare our community, as your vision with the Muslim community, is the issue 
of the JTTF officers who may be assigned to assist the FBI on an active case 
involving the immigrant community. Would those PPB officers be operating 
under federal laws or Oregon laws? And how do you plan to inform your 
advisory councils of specific cases being investigated? 
 
The Police Chief may, upon request of the Portland Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special 
Agent in Charge (SAC), temporarily assign officers to work with the Portland FBI JTTF to assist in 
the investigation of any individual suspected cases of terrorism and/or threats to life, including 

https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/#form
https://www.doj.state.or.us/oregon-department-of-justice/civil-rights/sanctuary-promise/reporting-sanctuary-promise-violations-to-the-hotline/#form
https://www.portland.gov/IPR
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hate crimes, in or having a direct nexus to the City of Portland where there are reasonable 
grounds to suspect the subject of the information is or may be involved in criminal conduct. 
However, in accordance with Directive 810.10, Bureau Contact with Members of Immigrant 
Communities and Individuals with Diplomatic Immunity, Bureau members shall not provide any 
information for the purpose of federal immigration law enforcement. 
The PPB policy on the JTTF is here.  
 
 
 
###

https://www.portland.gov/policies/police-directives/emergencies-disturbances-0700/075000-bureau-cooperation-federal-bureau

