
DRAFT for consideration 07-27-2023 

To: Mayor Ted Wheeler and Commissioners Rene Gonzalez, Mingus Mapps, Carmen Rubio, and Dan 

Ryan 

re: Importance of Charter Section 2-10 as approved by voters 

Dear Mayor Wheeler and Commissioners 

The Police Accountability Commission is working to develop a proposal for an accountability system for 

Portland police which fulfills the mandate from Ballot Measure 26-217 given to us by the City Council in 

creating the Commission. Until our work is implemented, we request that the text of Charter Section 2-

10 remain as written and as approved by Portlanders. The system we are designing reflects community 

concerns, simplifies and streamlines processes, increases transparency, respects officers' rights, and 

supports safety for all Portlanders. For the last year and a half, we have engaged in dialogue with  

community members,  police,  subject matter experts, and  elected officials.  

Our calculations for the Board to have enough staff to investigate roughly 400 complaints a year, 

support a Community Board which will make findings on many of those complaints, analyze data, 

engage with the community, and otherwise meet the needs which are not being met by the current 

system will take the entire amount of money being set aside in the Charter. This includes needing office 

and meeting space for the Board. 

As recent media reports have discussed potential changes to voter-approved Charter text, the Police 

Accountability Commission is encouraged to hear from members of City Council that they support 

implementing the will of the voters, and then evaluating progress, before considering asking the voters 

to change their mandate to their local government. We agree enthusiastically with this process. 

We look forward to delivering a proposal to City Council later this year which will include the details of 

the system that voters approved, and welcome input from Council and from all Portlanders into our 

process.  


