City of Portland

Police Accountability Commission
DRAFT Powers and Duties Phase Definitions
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Accountability

“Accountability: Provide a working definition of accountability that includes the
relationship between communities and the police.”

Definition

An obligation or willingness to accept responsibility or to account for one’s
actions and to answer for them when damaging/disruptive to other individuals or
the community at large.

In the context of the new police oversight board, accountability means ensuring
employees of the Portland Police take responsibility and accept appropriate
corrective action for violating the policies, practices or training of the Bureau. This
includes actions which have directly or indirectly harmed members of the
community through the use of excessive force, violation of rights, racial bias and
even harms against fellow officers which break the community's trust. For the
Bureau, this means that policies which allow for inequitable policing and actions
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Independent Judgment
“Independent Judgment: what constitutes independent judgment.”

Definition

The ability to make internal policy changes, as well as discipline decisions

and policy recommendations for PPB apart from the influence of any department
within the City of Portland.

In the context of the new police oversight board, independent judgment is
primarily defined in Charter section 2-1006: "The Board shall have authority to
exercise independent judgment in performing all legally assigned powers and
duties. The Mayor, City Council, Auditor, and City departments, bureaus and other
administrative agencies shall not interfere in the exercise of the Board’s
independent judgment." The Board also is required to "[comply] with any legal
obligations the City may have under the Public Employees Collective Bargaining
Act, other state and federal laws, and upon adoption by City Council of an
implementing Ordinance" (Section 2-1001). This means that the Board shall not
be influenced in its decision-making except in an advisory capacity by any other
City official, including the Police Bureau, the City Attorney's office, the Risk
Management Division or the Bureau of Human Resources. Because the Board will
be hiring the Director, who in turn will hire other staff, this non-interference
includes the staff of the Board itself. Conversely, the non-interference clause
means that when the Board makes a decision under the authority of the Charter,
these other bodies shall enact the will of the Board.
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