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Summary of Recommendation:

PCCEP recommends that Mayor Wilson direct an independent review of the
Portland Police Bureau’s use of force and broader Settlement Agreement
compliance for Quarter Two of 2024.

Body of Recommendation:

PCCEP understands that the City of Portland, the Portland Police Bureau (PPB), and
the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) reached a decision that there would be no
independent monitoring of the City’s compliance with the settlement agreement
during the first half of 2024 due to the transition between monitoring teams. However,
during this unmonitored period, Portland experienced some of the highest rates of
police use of force in recent history, notably during the Portland State University
protests in May 2024.

Looking specifically at Quarter 2 of 2024, PCCEP and community members observed
a troubling trend beyond the alarming levels of force used. Due to a large number of
instances of evidence mishandling by PPB and the City Attorney’s Office (CAQO),
cases were dropped ...

In terms of force applied, PPB’s open data shows that since tracking began in July
2017, Quarter 2 of 2024 saw the highest recorded use of conducted energy weapons
(CEWSs, or tasers) and the highest overall force incidents.
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While we recognize there was no intent for this period without monitorship to coincide
with unusually high levels of force, the circumstances demand independent
investigation. Because the current and former monitoring teams are precluded from
conducting such a review under the court’s settlement framework, PCCEP
recommends that the Mayor request the City Auditor’s Office to initiate a thorough
investigation. This review should be guided by the standards already outlined in the
Settlement Agreement, including assessments of [cite specific paragraphs from use
of force section?].

This investigation is especially critical given how close the City is to the end of the
Settlement Agreement. Leaving a period like this uninvestigated raises serious
concerns about transparency and accountability and further degrades community
trust—particularly when the City was in a similar position in 2020 and fell out of
compliance due to PPB’s protest response. Failing to review this period leaves a
damaging gap in oversight, risks repeating past mistakes, and may result in a serious
loss of public trust in the conclusion of the Settlement Agreement.

Moreover, this unexamined quarter calls into question the validity of the City’s
compliance timeline. The Settlement Agreement requires one year of sustained
compliance with key paragraphs. If a quarter containing significant use of force




incidents was not assessed by an independent monitor, it is difficult to credibly claim
continuous compliance.

This recommendation reflects persistent community concern about use of force
during Q2 of 2024 and the compounded lack of external oversight at the time. Before
PCCEP or the broader community can feel confident that that City and PPB are on
the right track as outlined by Settlement Agreement parameters, we must first have a
clear understanding of what occurred during these notable crowd control incidents
and why.

We thank the Mayor for taking these concerns seriously and look forward to the
completion of this critical review, which will help guide the city’s next steps toward
constitutional policing and community trust.
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