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PP&R Teen Nature Team

Participant Statistics

Portland Parks & Recreation’s (PP&R) Teen Nature Team in Environmental Education (EE) is a long-term nature mentorship 
program for youth in grades six through eight. The program focuses on exploring the natural world, environmental science, 
stewardship, and developing skills for personal and professional growth. The program meets on Saturdaysand the summer.  

TNT members gain practical job skills such as learning 
how to remove invasive plants here along Wilkes Creek.

A TNT participant snips bachelor button flowers from the 
program’s community garden plot at Luuwit View Park.

TNT offers a years-long commitment to a group 
of 11 to 14-year-olds. The program’s 39 youth 
and alumni average around 65 hours of total 
participation throughout their time in the program 
— the most  of any in Environmental Education.

To reduce barriers for participants, TNT provides 
transportation and outdoor gear such as winter 
coats, ponchos, rainboots, and gloves.

Food access can also reduce barriers to participation 
and bring people together. The program often 
prepares meals as a group and provides food from 
local businesses highlighting moments of cultural 
exchange. 579 meals were served in a team setting. 

Schools Attended by Participants: 13  

Zip Codes Represented by Youth: 13 

PP&R Options Levy Priority Groups Served:  80%

Exploring Careers in the 
Natural Resources field

Teen Nature Team serves as a vital link between the 
Environmental Education department’s elementary 
educational programming and early job opportunities. 

Participants experience a wide range of careers 
and skillsets: community gardens, natural area 
stewardship, wildlife rescue, trails maintenance, 
and conservation pathways. This winter, the 
program held workshops on resume building, 
interviewing, and applying for jobs with the City. 

After skillbuilding and career exploration, TNT alumni 
are often employed with PP&R each summer. These 
first job or mentoring roles include being a junior 
educator with the Nature Day Camp program or a 
crew member with the Youth Conservation Crew.



Exploring Locations All 
Across the Portland Region 

Diversity of Educational Topics

TNT Nature Educators develop and lead ecology-
based lesson plans that highlight each park’s 
unique features. Some examples include:

Hoyt Arboretum:  Tree and Plant Identification
Mt. Tabor Park:   Maps and Compasses
Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge:  Amphibians
Tideman Johnson Park:  Water Quality

TNT’s Stewardship and Maintenace Impact
TNT participants make a positive impact on our parks 
and learn conservation skills by working with PP&R 
stewardship coordinators: removing introduced plants,  
planting native plants, creating habitat piles, weeding 
community gardens, and digging holes for trail fencing.

TNT participants share observations to help identify  
a fungus gathered from Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge.

Teen Nature Team participants work across 
the city and greater Portland region to learn, 
explore, make new friends, and contribute their 
skills towards a healthier park system. Over the 
course of the year, 35 TNT youth collectively 
reported visiting a new park 182 times.

Total Number of Locations Visited:   26

Number of PP&R Sites Visited:   19

While most sessions occur at a Portland park 
or natural area, the locations below highlight 
the wide range of locations TNT has visited. 

Northernmost: Ridgefield Wildlife Refuge

Easternmost: Guy Talbot State Park

Southernmost: Silver Falls State Park 

Westernmost: Cannon Beach, Oregon 

TNT’S Educational and Ecological Impact
TNT nurtures the next generation of environmental leaders by meeting the unique developmental needs     
of this age group. This includes site tours, team-building activities, local guest speakers, ecology-based 
lesson plans, developing conservation job skills, and sharing culturally-specific meals together. 

Total Stewardship Hours:  194 hours

Natural Area Work:  8,144 square feet     
of invasively growing plants removed

Total Hours in Nature:  1,408 hours 



       TNT Staff and Community Reflections

Karen Chao, Program Coordinator
“This year’s Teen Nature Team was focused on growth – in community, 
nature knowledge, and professional skills. Our team set high expectations 
and implemented a new structure to support this growth. It has been amazing 
to see how well they have taken to it. The desire to spend time in the outdoors, 
connect with others, and learn about nature has been insatiable. This program 
provides a vital outlet for teens and I am extremely thankful to be a part of it.” 

Shelby Crawford,  Nature Educator

“I love TNT because it is a long term program, and as such, provides a unique 
opportunity for us as educators and for our participants to build relationships, 
learn from each other, and grow as outdoor leaders over time. It is such a 

joy to connect youth with Portland’s parks and to nurture their curiosity and 
confidence in outdoor spaces throughout their middle school journey.”

Sam Ishihara, Nature Educator 
“The best part of TNT is getting to see the teens grow in their 
leadership, confidence, and curiosity. Having the opportunity to 
teach these youth has been so much fun and rewarding, and I’m so 
excited to be a part of their journey in becoming outdoor leaders.” 

Caregiver of Teen Nature Team Participant

“This program has been hugely impactful and helped our kid discover things       
he cares about and worked hard. I looked for similar options and there is 
nothing else like it...TNT is extremely valuable for socialization and stewardship.”

Caregiver of Teen Nature Team Participant

“TNT is a critical volunteer program that builds future leaders and 
environmentalists. My children have grown immensely in this program. “

Teen Nature Team offers participants, caregivers, and staff an opportunity to share feedback. The voices 
below are reflections on how this year’s program has impacted their personal and professional experiences.


