
Teen Nature Team (TNT)
Fiscal Year 23/24 Annual Report



 

Teen Nature Team

Participant Statistics

Environmental Education’s Teen Nature Team is a long-term nature-based mentorship program for youth in grades 
six through eight. The program focuses on exploring the natural world, environmental science, stewardship, and 
developing skills for personal and professional growth. The program meets on Saturdays, holidays, and the summer.  

Dig in! This spring was TNT’s first season cultivating    
a garden plot at Luuwit View Community Garden.

Staff lead TNT’s participants in using binoculars on           
a summer session at Whitaker Ponds Nature Park.

TNT offers a years-long commitment to a group 
of 11 to 14-year-olds. The program’s 35 youth 
average around 79 hours of total participation 
throughout their time in the program — the most of 
any in Environmental Education.

To reduce barriers for participants, TNT provides 
transportation and outdoor gear such as winter 
coats, ponchos, rainboots, and gloves.

Food access can also reduce barriers to participation. 
Plus, sharing food is one way to bring people 
together! TNT often cooks meals as a group, with 
535 meals served in a team setting.

Schools Attended by Participants: 12  

Zip Codes Represented by Youth: 13 

PP&R Options Levy Priority Groups Served:  85%
Bridge to a First Job

Teen Nature Team serves as a vital link between the 
Environmental Education department’s elementary 
educational programming and early job opportunities. 

This winter, the program held workshops in resume 
building, interviewing, and applying for jobs with the 
City. They also held eight stewardship days to provide 
more experience for participants who were interested 
in working with the Youth Conservation Crew.

After skillbuilding and career exploration, TNT alumni 
are often rehired with PP&R each summer. These 
first job or mentoring roles include being a junior 
educator with the Nature Day Camp program or a 
crew member with the Youth Conservation Crew.



Exploring Locations 
All Across the Region 

Diversity of Educational Topics
TNT’s Nature Educators develop and lead unique 
ecology-based lesson plans. Participants learn about 
topics as broad as nature itself: geology, fungi, plant 
ID, bugs, food justice, and reptiles to name a few.  
Spending so much time in nature has brought about 
close encounters with wildlife. Youth saw deer, 
chipmunks, eagles, hawks, snakes, herons, turtles, 
ospreys, owls, otters, woodpeckers, and vultures.

TNT’s Stewardship Impact
TNT participants make a positive impact on our parks 
and learn conservation skills by working with PP&R 
stewardship coordinators: removing introduced plants,  
planting native plants, mulching and weeding    
community gardens, and digging holes for trail fencing.

Woah! Four TNT youth make observations about small 
mammal skulls in the greenhouse at Mt Tabor Park.

Teen Nature Team participants work across 
the city and greater Portland region to learn, 
explore, make new friends, and contribute 
their skills towards a healthier park system.

Total Number of Locations Visited:   24

Number of PP&R Sites Visited:   20

Youth First Time Park Visits:   167

While most sessions occur at a Portland 
park, the locations below highlight the wide 
range of locations the group has visited. 

Northernmost: Ridgefield, Washington 

Easternmost: Bonneville Dam 

Southernmost: Sellwood Riverfront Park 

Westernmost: Cannon Beach, Oregon 

TNT’S Educational and Ecological Impact
TNT nurtures the next generation of environmental leaders by meeting the unique developmental needs of 
this age group. This includes site tours, team-building activities, local guest speakers, ecology-based lesson 
plans, developing conservation job skills, and sharing culturally-specific meals together. 

Total Stewardship Hours:  180 hours

Natural Area Work:  2,550 square feet

Total Hours in Nature:  1,794 hours 



       TNT Staff and Community Reflections

Karen Chao, Program Coordinator

“I love that we added more stewardship days and started to see the 
dedication of the youth that wanted to work with the Youth Conservation 
Crew. They signed up for optional stewardship days, worked hard, and 
ultimately got hired to be in YCC. To help guide that process from volunteer       
to staff member is one of the reasons I love coordinating this program.”  

Alex Cortes, Crew Leader

“Being a Crew Leader for TNT made me love working with middle school 
youth. They’re adventurous, curious, carefree, and so funny. While we make 

sure to have fun and be silly, it is wild to see how our youth transform into 
young adults as well. It shows that the work and energy we’ve put into TNT     
is worth it in setting up our youth for success in the environmental sector.”

Khan Tung, Crew Leader 
“I love TNT overall. I like that it teaches youth a variety of types of 
outdoor education, including identifying trees, plants, animals, and 
many other things related to nature. I also appreciate the hands-on 
experiences that the program provides for youth. I hear from many      
of them who tell me that they learn more in TNT than at school.” 

Caregiver of Teen Nature Team Participant

“TNT was a lifesaver for my son who started three years ago when we 
had to take him out of school...He has learned to be more independent 
and feel like part of a community when he needed it most.”

Caregiver of Teen Nature Team Participant

“Hard to fully explain the benefits on all levels. Not just for a ‘resume’ 
but for development as conscientious people and for the planet.“

Teen Nature Team offers participants, caregivers, and staff an opportunity to share feedback. The voices 
below are reflections on how this year’s program has impacted their personal and professional experiences.


