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Place-Based Science Education               
in Every Corner of Portland

NEP leads nature programming all across the city, 
prioritizing communities that face barriers in accessing 
nature and PP&R’s park system. Each science-based 
lesson plan includes inquiry, observation, small group 
exploration, data collection, discussion, play, sensory 
experiences, and opportunities for connection. 

Programs are 1 to 3 hours and feature one of these topics:

   PP&R Nature Education Program 
Portland Parks & Recreation’s (PP&R) Nature Education Program (NEP) provides hands-on learning experiences throughout the 

year. Educators facilitate nature exploration for families with young children and lead science-based field trips across the city.

NEP By the Numbers: 

Total Served:  5,833 participants

Parks with NEP-led programming:  60

“Our students had a blast exploring...Both playing 
and bird watching were great learning experiences. 
We saw kids conquer fears, embrace creativity, and 
observe wild animals living in an urban environment.”
- Peninsula Elementary School teacher

School and Community Field Trips:

  Ladybug Nature Walks:

 Free Lunch + Play / Travelling Nature Museum:
                   

An NEP Educator displays their ‘Travelling Nature 
Museum’ for a Free Lunch & Play event at Wilkes Park.

Participants Served:  3,393  youth and adults

Nature educators lead students on immersive 
field trips in a Portland park or natural area 
focusing on different science topics.

Participants Served:  999 youth and adults

Groups of children ages 2-6 and their 
grownups explore parks with a backpack of 
sensory tools together with a nature educator. 

Participants Served:  1,209 youth and adults

Educators share interactive ecological 
materials for partners and at community 
events like the Free Lunch +Play program.

Amphibians for 3rd-12th graders

Bees for 1st-12th graders

Birds for Pre-K to 8th graders

Habitats for K-12th graders  

Ladybug Nature Walk for ages 2-6

Life in a Rotten Log for K-8th graders 

Traveling Nature Museum for all ages

Volcanoes for 3rd-12th graders

  NEP’s Programmatic Models:



 

 
	

         NEP Partner Feedback

“They showed the kids how to look at things, how to 
wonder, how to ask questions. They found things and 
encouraged the kids to look at them..they developed 
relationships, asking what the teachers needed and 
what the kids needed. They helped make sure everyone 
was safe and guided them through the park so well.”
-  Applegate Head Start preschool leader

“For most of our students, that was the first time they 
collected data with hands on experience. It was also the first 
time that most of the students had seen a frog up close.”
- Oliver Middle School teacher

      Diversity of Partnerships
67% of NEP’s programming serves Title 1 schools, 
Head Start, and culturally-specific organizations. 
Thanks to the Portland Parks Local Options Levy, we 
had the ability to offer nature programming at no 
charge for groups that qualify for federal funds.

A sample of this year’s program partners includes:      

    
  

  School Bus Reimbursement
The NEP team prioritizes serving areas of town    
that have lower access to trees, parks, and services. 
Even so, transporting large groups of people to 
parks and natural areas can still be expensive. 

NEP offers financial assistance for the cost 
of buses to Title 1 schools and Head Start    
programs. This fiscal year,  28 groups received            
a bus reimbursement for their program. 

         Nature Access for All with PP&R’s Nature Education Program
NEP prioritizes partnerships with Title 1 schools, Head Start preschools, immigrant and refugee 

organizations, and communities of color through culturally-responsive, community-oriented programs.

The NEP team partners with Canby’s Migrant Education 
Program on a pollinator field trip at Gabriel Park. 

       Bilingual Programming
NEP’s programming can be bilingual and was       
offered in English, Spanish, and Russian. We 
emphasize providing nature programming in 
participants’ preferred language as much as possible. 

A preschooler from Creston Head Start discovers a sensory        
tool from their backpack on a Ladybug Nature Walk.

• Janus Youth Programs    • Portland Jewish Academy   
• David Douglas Community Transition Program
•  People of Color Outdoors     • Latino Network

• Canby Migrant Education    •  IRCO    •  PPS
•  KairosPDX      •  Shriner’s Children’s Hospital   



School Field Trip Program Partner Feedback  
“It was wonderful to have such an inclusive experience with the five children 

who attended who had special needs. It was great to see them follow adult 
led activities and actively participate...many of my children are learning how           
to walk with adults and stay with the group so this was great practice!”

		              Madeleine Gefke, Nature Educator
“Nature fills my soul — and connecting people to nature even more so! I have 
had the honor to interact with Portlanders of all ages and backgrounds who care 

about wildlife and ecosystems. From catching tadpoles and hiking volcanoes 
to reading a storybook under a tree, I have had so much fun exploring with our 

participants. They share joy and hope with me, and I am so thankful for that.” 

Maileen Nakashima, Nature Educator

“It’s been so rewarding to see kids forming connections to parks that they’ve 
never been to before while engaging in hands-on science education! In 
addition to witnessing real-life examples of concepts they learn about in 
class, children also experience moments of spontaneous investigation as 
they get curious about what they notice in a screen-free environment.”

Kelly Rosteck, Program Coordinator
“Our programs help thousands of people — from preschool to adulthood — 
understand and value the biodiversity that exists in our public greenspaces. 

Even in an urban setting, participants learn that nature can thrive and 
that each of us plays a role in celebrating and protecting it.”

School Field Trip Program Partner Feedback 
“This is an important exploration for kids in our school who often 
don’t get the opportunity to be out in nature for all kinds of 
reasons. A lot of the students in our class are fascinated by wildlife 
and want to know more about it. This was a chance to do just that.”

The NEP Team offers participants, caregivers, and staff an opportunity to share feedback. The voices 
below are reflections on how this year’s program has impacted their personal and professional experiences.

       Nature Education Program Staff and Community Reflections


