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Place-Based Science Education               
in Every Corner of Portland

NEP leads nature programming all across the city, 
prioritizing communities that face barriers in accessing 
nature and PP&R’s park system. Each science-based 
lesson plan includes inquiry, observation, small group 
exploration, data collection, discussion, play, sensory 
experiences, and opportunities for connection. 

Programs are 1 to 3 hours and feature one of these topics:

    Nature Education Program 
NEP provides hands-on learning experiences in Portland’s parks throughout the year. Educators facilitate nature 

exploration for families with young children on Ladybug Nature Walks and lead science-based field trips across the city.

NEP By the Numbers: 

Total Served:  5,660 participants

Parks with NEP-led programming:  56

“Many students (90%) had never been to a nature area 
and were thrilled to go on their first hike to see trees 
and plants! They were ecstatic to learn about volcanoes 
and learn that they were safe on an extinct volcano.”
- Woodmere Elementary School teacher

         
  School and Community Field Trips:

  Ladybug Nature Walks:

 Free Lunch + Play Partnership:
                   

Students experience a slippery, slimy banana slug.

Participants Served:  3,351  youth and adults

Nature educators lead students on immersive 
field trips in a Portland park or natural area 
focusing on different science topics.

Participants Served:  1,833 youth and adults

Groups of children ages 2-6 and their 
grownups explore parks with a backpack of 
sensory tools together with a nature educator. 

Participants Served:  476 youth and adults

Nature educators share interactive         
educational materials at Summer Free for All’s 
federally-funded Free Lunch + Play program.

Amphibians for 3rd-12th graders

Bees for 1st-12th graders

Birds for Pre-K to 8th graders

Habitats for K-12th graders  

Ladybug Nature Walk for ages 2-6

Life in a Rotten Log for K-8th graders 

Traveling Nature Museum for all ages

Volcanoes for 3rd-12th graders



 

 
	

         NEP Partner Feedback

“They were very patient and engaging, using simple 
terms and interactive methods that perfectly suited 
young learners. Their enthusiasm was contagious, 
making every moment fun and educational...
We highly recommend this enriching experience to other 
early childhood educators looking to spark curiosity  
about the natural world in a supportive environment.”
- ‘Ready, Set, Go’  bilingual early learning program

“Students learned about the park in our neighborhood 
many kids had said they’ve never even been to!”
- Vestal Elementary School teacher

      Diversity of Partnerships
61% of NEP’s programming serves Title 1 schools, 
Head Start, and culturally-specific organizations. Thanks 
to the Portland Parks Local Options Levy, we have the 
ability to offer nature programming at no charge for 
groups that qualify for federal funds.

A sample of this year’s program partners includes:      
• NAYA Head Start  • P:EAR  • PPS Migrant Education         

    •  Immigrant and Refugee Community Organization              	
• Latino Network  •  Metropolitan Family Services                       

• SEI •  Shriner’s Children’s Hospital 
•  Upward Bound

    
    School Bus Reimbursement
The NEP team prioritizes serving areas of town  
that have lower access to trees, parks, and  
services. Even so, transporting large groups to 
parks and natural areas can still be expensive. 

NEP offers financial assistance for the cost of buses, 
such as to Head Start in the photo below. This fiscal year, 
19 schools requested a bus reimbursement. We plan         
to continue offering this assistance as funding allows.

         Nature Access for All with PP&R’s Nature Education Program
NEP prioritizes partnerships with Title 1 schools, Head Start preschools, immigrant and refugee 

organizations, and communities of color through culturally-responsive, community-oriented programs.

The NEP team partners with IRCO’s Somali and Zomi 
community for a program at Powell Butte Nature Park.

       Bilingual Programming
NEP’s programming can be bilingual and offered in 
English, Spanish, and Russian. We emphasize 
providing nature programming in participants’ 
preferred language as much as possible. 

Preschoolers with Applegate Head Start use the sensory        
tools from their backpacks on a Ladybug Nature Walk.



Kelly Rosteck, Program Coordinator  
“We work hard to provide high-quality science education for as many Portland-
area children and families as possible. We emphasize that parks are public by  
encouraging a sense of ownership, belonging, and stewardship.  I feel energized        

to work with such a passionate, equity-focused team of Nature Educators!”

		              Madeleine Gefke, Nature Educator
“As a nature educator, I have the valuable opportunity to not only 

connect people with Portland’s amazing parks but also with the NATURE 
in our parks as well! I find a lot of meaning in our team’s commitment to 
prioritizing historically underserved communities in our programming.”

Brandon Huezo, Nature Educator
“When we do activities like smashing a geode or exploring the Minecraft 
specimen kit groups, kids will yell with excitement and have wonder in 
their eyes. They might not have otherwise been excited to learn about 
geology since it can be a harder topic to get into for some. It’s common    
on the way back to hear things like, ‘this is the best field trip ever.’ ”

Maileen Nakashima, Nature Educator
“It is meaningful to me to model curiosity, excitement, and comfort in the 
outdoors for both children and their grown-ups. I hope that our programs 
help everyone feel a sense of belonging in Portland greenspaces by 
experiencing the ways that nature is woven into our neighborhoods.”

Lee Ortenberg, Nature Educator 
“I’m incredibly grateful to serve so many different communities through nature 
experiences in our parks. Nature was an integral part of my own childhood and 
I’m grateful to be able to give that experience back to today’s generation.” 

The NEP team is passionate about nature, science, and connecting Portland’s communities to parks. The voices 
below are reflections of how this year’s programming has impacted their personal and professional experiences.

       Nature Education Program Staff Reflections


