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                                                        Nature Day Camp
Nature Day Camp (NDC) is one of Portland Parks & Recreation’s signature summer programs. Hundreds of youth 
ages 5 to 12 attend camp each summer, spending a week at a local park exploring, learning about nature, playing 
games, and making new friends. Camp was led by about 35 seasonal staff who helped create an educational, safe, 
and magical experience. Groups met for eight weeks throughout the summer at five sites across Portland.

Workforce Development for           
Youth and Young Adults

Staff and campers take a pause in between activities 
during ‘Backbone Not Required’ week at Pier Park.

Number of Youth Hired:  10

Number of Adults Hired:  26

Percent of Returning Staff:  61%

Nature Day Camp offers early employment 
opportunities in the fields of environmental 
education, outdoor recreation, child development, 
conflict resolution, and program planning.

While working at camp, they gain professional 
connections, develop in-demand job skills, and build 
a lifelong connection to Portland’s park system.

Participant Statistics

Youth ages 5 to 12 Served:  569

Average # of Campers a week:  71

Junior Educators Served:  25

Average # of Junior Educators per week:  7

NDC is a critical source of childcare for hundreds of 
families across Portland each summer. Many youth 
spend several weeks at camp throughout the season; 
each week has a different nature theme. Teens ages 13  
to 17 join camp as junior educators to gain job skills.

Campers wait patiently on a log at Powell Butte Nature 
Park before the ‘We Can Wing It’ guest speaker begins.



Serving Five Neighborhoods   
Across the City of Portland
NDC crisscrossed Portland’s parks this summer, 
offering an opportunity for campers to explore:

- the forested magic of Hoyt Arboretum
- the rocky cinder cone of Mt Tabor Park
- the towering Douglas fir trees of Pier Park
- the rolling meadows of Powell Butte Nature Park
- the marshy wildlife refuge below Sellwood Park

Reducing Costs with PP&R’s	  
Access Discount Program
 38%  of Participants used Access Discount
 218  Campers used Access Discount
       
 and of those using PP&R’s Access Discount Program... 
 64%  of Participants used a 90%+ Discount

Many caregivers struggle to find care for their 
children over the summer. NDC strives to reduce 
cost as a barrier to participating. Thanks to the 
PP&R Local Options Levy and the Access Discount, 
Portland residents can register for up to 90% off.

Fuzzy mammal pelts shared with enthusiastic campers! 

Week 1:  Rock and Roll Lifestyle 
  Activity:   Rock hounding bingo and geode smashing

Week 2:  Buzz and Flutter
  Activity:   Hands-on invertebrate show and tell

Week 3:  We Can Wing It
 Activity:    Building bird habitats and owl pellet dissection

Week 4:  Backbone Not Required
  Activity:   Group bug hunting with magnifying glasses

Weekly Nature Themes and Guest Speakers

Campers test the pH of various liquids as an experiment       
during ‘Wonders of Water’ week at Sellwood Park.

Week 5:  Habitats are Hip
  Activity:   Group birds and worms camoflauge game 

Week 6:  Branching Out
  Activity:   Tree ID and lessons led by youth educators

Week 7:  Marvelous Mammals
  Activity:   Mammal tracks plaster and painting

Week 8:  Wonders of Water
  Activity:   Water quality testing with pH tools

Camp is packed with science, nature, and imagination. Campers learn from guest speakers, crafts, activities, and play.



Rose Ramirez, Interim Supervisor

“It was amazing to serve the EE department as Interim Supervisor this year and 
watch Kevin Pozzi and the team represent the City so well in my absence. I loved 
seeing NDC scheduled at five different sites to serve diverse parts of Portland.                 
I am so proud of the staff for creating a magical summer for our community!”

Kevin Pozzi, Interim Program Coordinator

“Nature Day Camp provides a foundational opportunity for our youngest   
Portlanders to connect with nature in their neighborhood, all while being silly and 
having fun. I want to share the immense gratitude I feel for each of our staff -- this 
program nurtures leaders who are adaptable, creative, and emotionally aware.”

Mel Curtis, Activities Lead 
“I love Nature Day Camp because I get to witness even the youngest students
share their deepest insights about our natural world, both with me and with 
each other. We get to create a safe space for children to explore nature right 
here in their own city. Being a part of Nature Day Camp has been a privilege 
and taught me more than I could have taught anyone else. I am truly grateful.”

Caregiver of Nature Day Camp Participant
“My child liked the supportive environment, getting to deeply 
explore nature in a project-based and open ended way...The 
counselors are always kind, intelligent and creative. She seems to 
resonate with the positive, ‘be yourself’ environment they create.”

     

       NDC Staff and Community Reflections
Nature Day Camp offers participants, caregivers, and staff an opportunity to share feedback. The voices below  
are reflections on how this summer’s program has impacted their personal and professional experiences.

Caregiver of Nature Day Camp Participant
“NDC has been one of the best summertime experiences for my child since he 

started going in 2021. He would probably call himself an “indoor kid,” but that 
idea is out the window during NDC weeks....I can’t imagine a summer without 
this camp! Thank you for all the work, planning, and passion that goes into this.”


