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Nature Day Camp

Nature Day Camp (NDC) is one of Portland Parks & Recreation’s signature summer programs. Hundreds of youth
ages 5 to 12 attend camp each summer, spending a week at a local park exploring, learning about nature, playing
games, and making new friends. Camp was led by 50 seasonal staff who helped create an educational, safe, and
magical experience. Groups met for eight weeks throughout the summer at either Mt. Tabor Park or Sellwood Park.

Workforce Development for Participant Statistics

Youth and Young Adults Youth ages 5 to 12 Served: 793

Number of Youth Hired: 12 Average # of Campers a week: 99

ior E : 42
Number of Adults Hired: 35 Junior Educators Served

Average # of Junior Educators per week: 11
Percent of Returning Staff: 34%

Nature Day Camp is a critical source of childcare

Nature Day Camp offers early employment for hundreds of families across Portland each
opportunities in the fields of education, outdoor summer. Many youth spend several weeks at
recreation, child development, conflict resolution, camp throughout the season. Teens ages 13 to 17
and program planning. join camp as junior educators to gain job skills.

While working at camp, they gain professional
connections, develop in-demand job skills, and build
a lifelong connection to Portland’s park system.

Imprinting memories! An educator leads a craft to create Campers and staff act silly after finishing a bird craft
mammal tracks during ‘Marvelous Mammals’ week. during ‘We Can Wing It’ week at Mt. Tabor Park.



Reducing Costs with PP&R’s
Access Discount Program

36% of Participants used Access Discount
283 Campers used Access Discount
98% of Participants used a 50%+ Discount

65% of Participants used a 90%+ Discount

Many caregivers struggle to find care for their
children over the summer. NDC strives to reduce
cost as a barrier to participating. Thanks to the
PP&R Local Options Levy and the Access Discount,
Portland residents can register for up to 90% off.

Creepy crawlers shared with eager yet nervous campers.

NDC’s new Activities Lead teaches about scorpions for
‘Backbone Not Required’ week at Sellwood Park.

New Roles and Professional
Development at 2024's Camp

Since the pandemic, both the seasonal workforce
and needs of campers have changed. The NDC
team dedicated much of the winter innovating the
program to better serve campers and staff. This
summer we added 10 positions: five team leads,
two activity leads, two behavioral and wellness
leads, and one junior educator lead. We also
added a day of professional development for staff.

Weekly Nature Themes and Guest Speakers

Camp is packed with science, nature, and imagination. Campers learn from guest speakers, crafts, activities, and play.

Week 1: Rock and Roll Lifestyle
Partner: EE educator leads rock-breaking activity

Week 2: Habitats are Hip
Partner: PP&R ecologist brings turtles to Camp

Week 3: Buzz and Flutter
Partner: Former educator brings inverterbrates

Week 4: Marvelous Mammals
Partner: PP&R ecologist shares mammal pelts

Week 5: We Can Wing It
Partner: PP&R ecologist shares bird specimens

Week 6: Backbone Not Required
Partner: Former educator brings inverterbrates

Week 7: Branching Out
Partner: NDC educator shares unique tree cones

Week 8: Wonders of Water
Partner: BES educator leads watershed activity



NDC Staff and Community Reflections

Nature Day Camp offers participants, caregivers, and staff an opportunity to share feedback. The voices below
are reflections on how this summer’s program has impacted their personal and professional experiences.

Rose Ramirez, Program Coordinator

“Summer 2024 saw very big changes to NDC. We hired the largest team
this program has ever seen, adding several new support positions to better
serve our campers and educators. It was an exciting year of trying new
things and expanding our view of what is possible for our program!”

Kelly Park, Administrative Lead

“NDC provides such an amazing opportunity for youth around the Portland
area. I'm constantly told by our staff how we treat them like a person, not
just how efficient they are. And I hear how much they enjoy coming to
work — camp has shown them that they love working with children.”

Mel Curtis, Site Lead and Aftercare Coordinator ———

“Inow have my first summer of Nature Day Camp under my belt! There are
many things I learned and many more Iam proud of: our incredible team
of educators, many who joined us from across the country; the children
and families we served; and the joy of being with people in nature.”

Joe Best, Junior Educator Lead

“I'had a great time working at NDC this summer, where the experience
was both intense and a lot of fun. Being a junior educator lead was

a fantastic role — I got to goof around with teenagers and be a role
model, which made my time at camp even more special.”

Caregiver of Nature Day Camp Participant

“Thank you so much for all of your hard work on this program! My child
LOVES coming to this camp, and she has such a blast. She looks forward to
it each week and she absolutely adores your staff members. I appreciate all
of your hard work and how much love and care you all put into your jobs.”




