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Q/ PP&R Environmental Education Programs \@

Portland Parks & Recreation’s (PP&R) Environmental Education (EE) program offers outdoor programming through camps, field trips,
stewardship, and job opportunities. From preschoolers to lifelong learners, we help nurture an ethic of care for Portland's parks.

Nature Day Camp is a summer program for children ages 5 through 12 to learn
about nature, explore, and make memories! Camp days contain a mixture of
hiking, crafts, songs, storytelling, guest speakers, and open exploration. Each
year, camp hires seasonal staff as educators and mentors. Teens ages 13 through
17 participate at camp as junior educators to gain valuable job experience.

rNature Day Camp (NDC) rTNINEA

rNature Education Program (NEP)

The Nature Education Program provides hands-on learning experiences in parks.
We lead science-based field trips for schools and organizations. We also guide
nature exploration for families with young children through Ladybug Nature
Walks. NEP prioritizes partnerships with Title 1 schools, immigrants and refugees,
and communities of color through culturally-responsive programs.

rTeen Nature Team (TNT)

Teen Nature Team is a longer term, high-impact cohort program for 6th through
8th graders that focuses on environmental science, stewardship, and developing
job skills. They meet on Saturdays, school holidays, and during the summer. TNT
serves as a bridge between Environmental Education’s programming and job
opportunities — multiple alumni are hired each summer in their first job.

|_Youth Conservation Crew (YCC)

Youth Conservation Crew provides early employment opportunities for local
youth. Crews preserve, restore, and steward our parks and natural areas while
developing essential job skills and exploring environmental career paths. More
than 50 seasonal staff are hired each summer to remove invasive plants, perform
trail maintenance work, water trees, and tend city community gardens.




PP&R Environmental Education Data i

Thanks to voter support of the Portland Parks Local Options Levy, the Environmental Education team has centered
equitable access to nature programming and job opportunities — all while serving more Portlanders than ever before.

I_Environmental Education Participants

Total Served: 6,576 participants and 101 seasonal staff

Nature Day Camp
Participants Served: 835 youth
Seasonal Staff Hired: 47 youth and adults

@ Nature Education Programs
Participants Served: 5,833 youth and adults

% Teen Nature Team
Participants Served: 39 youth and alumni

%’ Youth Conservation Crew
~<1 Seasonal Staff / Interns Hired: 54 youth and adults I

Hiring and Outreach for EE's
Workforce Development Programs

Each summer, Environmental Education scales up significantly
to offer employment opportunities for youth as young as 14
through adults. They gain confidence, professional connections,
and job skills in the conservation and education fields.

Number of Applications Received: 722

[N N ]
W Number of Seasonal Staff: 101

Year-round Part-time Staff Members: 10

I_ Serving Parks and

Natural Areas Across
the City of Portland

Through workforce development initiatives,
educational programming, and community
stewardship, EE works all across Portland.

Total Parks Visited: 76

Parks by Area of Portland:

28%
SW/S

-

Some of EE's Most Visited Parks:

Mt. Tabor Park (SE)

Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge (SE)

Hoyt Arboretum (SW)

Powell Butte Nature Park (E)

Leach Botanical Garden (E)

Whitaker Ponds Natural Area (NE) _I



EE partners with a wide range of schools, nonprofits, and community organizations across Portland. A partner is
defined as any organization that provides a direct service to our team or collaboratively participates in a program.

|_IEnvironmentaI Education Partners

The list below is a sample of the organizations that Environmental Education

partners with through its school year and summer-based program offerings:

APANO

Army Corps of Engineers
Autism Society of Oregon
Black Parent Initiative
Boys and Girls Club

Canby Migrant Education
Cannon Beach Public Works
David Douglas School District
FACT Oregon

Growing Gardens =~ ~

Head Start Programs

EE Partner Spotlight:

Impact NW

IRCO

Janus Youth Programs
Kindness Farm

Latino Network

Lower Columbia Estuary Part.
Metropolitan Family Service
NAYA

OR Dept of Human Services
p:ear

People of Color Outdoors

Portland Public Schools
Produce for People
Reynolds School District
Ready Set Go! Programs
Self Enhancement Inc.
Shriner’s Children's Hospital
Trash for Peace

Urban League of Portland
Urban Nature Partners

US Forest Service

Welcoming Week

¥

-

p:ear — homeless youth service organization

“Many p:ear youth have struggled in traditional classrooms, but hands-
on activities with Portland Parks & Recreation staff spark joy and deep
engagement. Each trip, I see youth connect with nature, curiosity, and
asense of wonder. These experiences not only create lasting memories
but also build confidence and a foundation for future learning success.”

- Jessica Kain, Education Coordinator with p:ear



