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Environmental Education Participants Serving Parks and 
Natural Areas Across 
the City of Portland

Hiring and Outreach for EE’s
Workforce Development Programs

Environmental Education Data

Through workforce development initiatives, 
educational programming, and community 
stewardship, EE works all across Portland.

Total Parks Visited:  80

Parks by Area of Portland:

   

Most Visited Parks:

     Mt. Tabor Park (SE)
     Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge (SE)
     Gabriel Park (SW)
     Powell Butte Nature Park (E)
     Leach Botanical Garden (E)
     Whitaker Ponds Natural Area (NE)

Each summer, EE scales up significantly to offer opportunities    
for youth as young as 14 through adults with prior experience. 
They gain confidence, professional connections, and job skills     
in the conservation and education fields.

                       Number of Applications Received:  521

                       Number of Seasonal Staff:  107

                       Seasonal Staff Transitioning to Year-round:  5

Total Served:  6,551 participants and 107 seasonal staff

                   Nature Day Camp
                        Participants Served:  850 youth
                           Seasonal Staff Hired:  40 youth and adults 

                   Nature Education Programs
                        Participants Served:  5,660 youth and adults

                   Teen Nature Team
                        Participants Served:  41 youth and alumni

                   Youth Conservation Crew
                         Seasonal Staff / Interns Hired:  67 youth and adults

Thanks to voter support of the Portland Parks Local Options Levy, the Environmental Education (EE) team has centered 
equitable access to nature programming and job opportunities — all while serving more Portlanders than ever before. 



          Environmental Education Voices

Each Environmental Education program offers participants and staff an opportunity to share feedback. The voices 
below echo the diverse range of experiences and level of engagement found across each of our programs.

“Nature camp is the highlight of my child’s summer. Although 
he claims to be “not outdoorsy,” he wakes up each day ready 
for the walks around the park, learning about the flora/fauna, 
and spending time in the fresh air with peers and adults.”        

- Caregiver of Nature Day Camp (NDC) Participant

“Anytime a person passing by compliments us and our work, it makes me 
step back and realize how much we contribute to our community. Other 

times I love my job are the moments while working where everyone is 
making jokes and getting along. Those are the memories I remember.”       

- Crew Member in the Youth Conservation Crew (YCC)

“We had a fabulous time!  Thank you for running a  professional         
program that worked with our school standards.  I also asked the 
parent volunteers how they felt about the program, and only got 

positive feedback.  Thank you for taking the time to answer student 
questions, and help our kids experience habitats in a new way.”   

 - Field Trip Organizer for a Nature Education Program (NEP)

“Calder’s experience with TNT has been beneficial in so many 
ways. Covid really disrupted his education and he was out of 
school for three years. Calder has Down syndrome and Karen and 
the staff at TNT helped him gain skills that allowed him to be able 
to enter the public school system again. We love TNT so much.”

- Caregiver of Teen Nature Team (TNT) Participant



Nature Education Program (NEP)

Nature Day Camp (NDC)

         Environmental Education Programs

The Nature Education Program provides hands-on learning experiences in parks.
We lead science-based field trips for schools and organizations. We also guide    
nature exploration for families with young children through Ladybug Nature 
Walks. NEP prioritizes partnerships with Title 1 schools, immigrants and refugees, 
and communities of color through culturally-responsive programs. 

Nature Day Camp is a summer program for children ages 5 through 12 to learn 
about nature, explore, and make memories! Camp days contain a mixture of    
hiking, crafts, songs, storytelling, guest speakers, and open exploration. Each 
year, camp hires about 50 seasonal staff as educators and mentors. Teens ages 13 
through 17 participate at camp as junior educators to gain valuable job experience.

Teen Nature Team (TNT)
Teen Nature Team is a longer term, high-impact cohort program for 6th through 
8th graders that focuses on environmental science, stewardship, and developing 
job skills. They meet on Saturdays, school holidays, and during the summer. TNT 
serves as a bridge between Environmental Education’s programming and job 
opportunities — multiple alumni are hired each summer in their first job.

Youth Conservation Crew (YCC)
Youth Conservation Crew provides early employment opportunities for local 
youth. Crews preserve, restore, and steward our parks and natural areas while 
developing essential job skills and exploring environmental career paths. More 
than 60 seasonal staff are hired each summer to remove invasive plants, perform 
trail maintenance work, water trees, and tend city community gardens.

EE offers outdoor programming through camps, field trips, guided walks, stewardship, and job opportunities. From 
preschoolers to lifelong learners, we help nurture an ethic of care and connection to Portland’s parks and natural areas.


