
Helps prevent erosion along streams

Shades stream banks and wetlands

Provides shade and buer against wind

Indigenous communities have used ash for millennia to 
make tools and for medicines

Ash trees bring beauty, joy, and shade to our city

CHECKLIST
Have you seen these signs of EAB?

ASH TREES MATTER
Did you know that ash...... Emerald 

Ash 
Borer

POCKET GUIDE TO IDENTIFYING

in your 
neighborhood

For more information:
https://www.portland.gov/trees/eab

Keep ash trees watered
Healthy ash trees can survive longer than trees in poor condition.

Keep an eye on your trees
Monitor trees for signs of EAB such as declining crown, 
woodpecker activity, cracking bark, and D-shaped bore holes.

Report EAB sightings 
Suspected EAB should be reported to the statewide hotline at 
1-866-INVADER or at OregonInvasivesHotline.org.

Determine which trees should get treatment
Treat ash trees before they are infested. Trees need to be treated 
every 2–3 years. Meet with a tree care professional or call 
503-823-TREE for options in the City of Portland. Permits are 
required to treat or prune street trees. 

4 WAYS
to protect ash trees from EAB:

• Woodpecker activity

• Crown die back

• Sucker shoots

• S-Shaped galleries under bark

• Splitting bark

• D-Shaped bore holes

• Adult beetles in summer
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An invasive pest that kills ash trees



How to ID the Emerald Ash Borer
Adults
• Shiny emerald green 

body, 3/8–1/2 in. long

• Large black eyes

• Copper red under body

• Emerge between May 
and June

Larvae
• Found under bark

• Creamy white body

• Bell like segments

• Small brown head

• 1-1.3 inches long

Eggs
• Laid in bark crevices

• Creamy yellow or reddish 
brown

• Oval shaped

• Small, about 1 millimeter

Emerald Ash Borer Damage Emerald Ash Borer Damage
Crown die back

Sucker shoots

Woodpecker activity

D-Shaped bore holes

Splitting bark

S-Shaped galleries under bark

Ash Tree ID

• Leaves have single stem with an odd 
number of leaets

• Leaets grow opposite of each other 
along the leaf stem

• Single-winged seeds (samaras)

• Deciduous, drops leaves in fall
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Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia) and 
planted ash (Fraxinus spp.) 


