
   
   

  
 

  

    

 

   

 

  

       

      

     

   

    

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

   

    

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

   

Parks Levy Oversight Committee  Response to the  FY 2025-26  Draft Budget  

April 17, 2025 

TO: Mayor Keith Wilson 

Portland City Council 

FROM: Portland Parks & Recreation Parks Levy Oversight Committee 

SUBJECT: 

Dear Mayor Wilson and City Council, 

In 2020, through the Parks Local Option Levy (Parks Levy), voters told the City what they 

value—they want a parks and recreation system that is clean, safe, functional and provides 

equitable access for all. This initial FY 2025–26 budget, which includes the fifth and final year 

of the Parks Levy, and uses the Parks Levy to backfill General Fund shortfalls, does not reflect 

those values. We recognize that City leadership is facing difficult decisions and a large budget 

deficit. However, we ask that, in making these hard decisions, you consider that parks and 

recreation are an important, and we would argue integral, part of what makes this city worth 

living in, visiting, and investing in. 

Portland voters approved a Parks Levy to provide additive funding for enhanced park 

and recreation services. Continued and deep General Fund cuts undermine the 

commitments made in the Parks Levy and risk eroding public trust in the City 

stewardship of voter-approved funding. 

You are starting from a strong foundation; in the past four years, Parks Levy funding has been 

spent responsibly and intentionally on fifteen core ballot measure centered commitments, as 

validated by a clean performance audit. With the proposed cuts, Portlanders will see core 

services reduced or eliminated altogether, and Parks Levy outcomes decreased. Parks Levy 

dollars are even now covering gaps, not adding new value. This is in direct conflict with the 

commitments made to voters, for example: 

• Equitable access to parks and recreation and preventing cuts to recreation programs: 

The elimination of SUN Community School programs, sports programs, and camps 

puts vulnerable youth at further risk. 

• Enhancing park care and maintenance to keep parks clean and safe: The reduction in 

cleaning, maintenance, repairs, and basic landscaping will immediately be felt in the 

quality of our park spaces. This kind of short term thinking will directly impact day to 

day enjoyment of our system and will accelerate increases in the growing $600 million 

major maintenance backlog. 

We are very concerned about the disproportionate burden PP&R is being asked to carry in 

citywide reductions. Holding other bureaus harmless, while asking PP&R to take the largest cut 
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of all of the bureaus, reflects an undervaluing of the essential role parks and recreation play in 

community health, youth development, climate resilience, and public safety. Additionally, small 

and proportional cuts across PP&R workgroups will result in many low-capacity teams and 

negatively impact all of the Parks Levy commitments. 

As a committee, we are not taking a position related to any particular cut package for FY 2025-

26. Rather, we are asking you to value our world class parks system and share the burden of cuts 

across all bureaus. Whether many smaller reductions are taken across all services or a few larger 

cuts are made to specific services or geographic areas, we believe that Portland voters have 

made it clear, year after year and vote after vote, that they value the services our parks and 

recreation system offer. 

In the immediate future, we encourage creativity and alignment of funding to support 

critical PP&R services, including: 

• Exploring additional Portland Clean Energy Fund opportunities 

• Cross-jurisdictional funding partnerships like Multnomah County’s Preschool for 

All 

• Referring a successor parks levy at a level that adequately supports PP&R 

operations, and referring a future bond to address the major maintenance backlog 

We also want to encourage long term thinking related to Parks and Recreation funding in 

Portland. While creative funding approaches can provide short term solutions, scrapping 

together funding through levies, bonds, or other creative sources is not a long-term solution for 

financial sustainability. The Parks Levy currently supports not just temporary or additive 

services, but essential services that must be provided in the long-term through a sustainable 

funding model. This approach to funding must change. 

Parks and recreation are not a luxury. They are an essential part of a healthy, equitable, and 

livable city. Valuing the parks and recreation system as critical and essential to the health and 

attraction of Portland should be core to budget decisions and reflected in funding levels. 

Portland voters indicated their value of the park system in supporting this Parks Levy. The 

FY 2025-26 budget needs to deliver on the promises made to voters and appropriately fund 

the services that Portlanders value. 

Respectfully, 

Parks Levy Oversight Committee 

Alescia Blakely 

Zay Conant 

Mary Ruble 

Silas Sanderson 

Tim Williams 




