
Portland Parks & Recreation Board 
Meeting Minutes 

 

 
PAGE 1    |   PORTLAND.GOV/PARKS      
 

Parks Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting information 
September 9, 2025 
5-7pm 
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting 
 
Board members present: 
Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Ali Berman, Suenn Ho, Sabrina Wilson, Allison Snopek, Bill Van Bang, Patti 
Miles, Andre Buenacosa, Jacob Karson, Tommy Schopp, Sally Bernstein, Myrah Rafi’ah 
Beverly, Kitty Firth, Adrianne Feldstein 
 
Board members absent: 
Jessica Green, Matt Shipkey  
 
City staff present: 
Sonia Schmanski (Interim Bureau Director), Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Maximo 
Behrens (Recreation Division Manager), Tonya Booker (Land Stewardship Division Manager), 
Lauren McGuire (Assets & Development Division Manager), Sarah Huggins (Sustainable Future 
Program Manager), Jenn Cairo (City Forester), Amanda Manjarrez (Equity and Inclusion 
Manager), Tim Collier (Community Relations Manager), Margaret Evans (Workforce 
Development Manager), Chris Silkie (Asset Management Program Manager) 
 
Others present: 
None 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:01pm with roll call following. 
 
Agenda Items 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
General Announcements 
Chair Ali Berman shared that there was a search for chairs of Financial Sustainability and Land 
Use Working Groups. 
 
Approve June and August Meeting Minutes 
Dr. Corbin (Board Member) moved to accept the June meeting minutes, with Suenn Ho (Board 
Member) seconding. Jenn Cairo made a correction that she was present at the meeting 
minutes. Jacob Karson (Board Member) abstained due to absence. All voted in approval. 
 
Tommy Schopp (Board Member) moved to approve the August meeting minutes, with Jacob 
seconding. Kitty Firth abstained due to absence. All voted in approval. 
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Director’s Report 
Director Schmanski shared that Joey is on special assignment for the DCA’s office. This will go 
through the end of the year, but the time amount is still to be determined. 
 
Kellie Torres is now External Affairs Coordinator for PP&R. This means a stronger focus on 
intentional work with various PP&R partners and community organizations. The Coordinator is 
still building her team and will be overseeing the Community Engagement team. Sabrina Wilson 
(Board Member) asked what the partnerships definition is in this context. Sonia clarified that 
they are still figuring it out. Some are interested in corporate and private funding, some are 
interested in Friends groups, etc. 
 
Partnerships are featured in Council budget direction, which is how they affect budget 
implementation. The bureau will continue to share updates and deliverables are expected to 
come to Council in December. 
 
Sonia mentioned that Parks will need special support in working through decisions points on the 
effects of the SDC moratorium from City leadership. Ali asked if there could be a list of 
potentially affected projects. Jacob also asked if there was a prediction on what would come 
first, the housing units or time limit. 
 
Summer programming has come to a close – it was an extremely successful summer. 
 
Corbin asked about the federal government demand that DEI programming be removed. Sonia 
replied that there is legal work being done with the Equity and Inclusion Manager Amanda 
Manjarrez and the City Attorneys. Michelle Tran added that there is continuous discussion with 
Advisory Bodies liaisons about what the next steps are. 
 
Working Group Reports (Q&A only) 
Board Affairs 
There were no questions. 
 
Land Use & Infrastructure 
There were no questions. 
 
Community Engagement 
There were no questions. 
 
Culture, Nature, and Recreation 
There were no questions. 
 
Financial Sustainability 
There were no questions. 
 
Portland Parks Foundation 
There was no report due to Jessica being absent. 
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Asset Management 
Chris Silkie shared a presentation on asset management and the processes the team uses to 
determine conditions and needs. 
 
Myrah Rafi’ah Beverly (Board Member) asked about whether the asset map included effects 
from climate change. Chris replied that some aspects were included, such as needs for updated 
HVAC systems. 
 
Corbin asked about whether community input was considered for largest impact of projects. 
Chris replied that no, but with the Unified CIP (Capital Improvement Project) task force, this is a 
large consideration. Sonia added this is a significant factor from a partnership building lens. 
 
Ali asked about whether wildlife plays a factor in assessments. Chris replied not at the moment. 
Staffing plays a huge part of determining work capacity, but some City Nature staff in the Land 
Stewardship division does that work. 
 
Corbin asked if Asset Management map was recording neighborhood income and whether 
certain neighborhoods experienced more deterioration of assets than others. Chris replied that 
there is the equity tool that is part of the assessment map. Jenn added that prior to this work, 
there was little to no assessments made on some of the assets. There are also a similar map 
that is related to tree structures and they also have an inventory team. 
 
Other Business/Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
Ali adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm. 
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