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Parks Board Meeting Minutes

Meeting information

October 14, 2025
5-7pm
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting

Board members present:

Matt Shipkey, Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Ali Berman, Suenn Ho, Sabrina Wilson, Allison Snopek, Bill
Van Bang, Andre Buenacosa, Jacob Karson, Tommy Schopp, Myrah Rafi’ah Beverly, Kitty Firth,
Adrianne Feldstein, Jessica Green

Board members absent:
Sally Bernstein, Patti Miles

City staff present:

Sonia Schmanski (Interim Bureau Director), Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Maximo
Behrens (Recreation Division Manager), Tonya Booker (Land Stewardship Division Manager),
Lauren McGuire (Assets & Development Division Manager), Jenn Cairo (City Forester),
Amanda Manjarrez (Equity and Inclusion Manager), Daniel Ramirez-Cornejo (SDC Program
Coordinator)

Others present:
None

Meeting called to order at 5:00pm with roll call following.

Agenda Iltems

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

General Announcements

Chair Ali Berman reiterated that there was a search for chairs of Financial Sustainability and
Land Use Working Groups. There is still a search for the Parks Levy Oversight Committee
member.

Approve September Meeting Minutes

Jacob Karson (Board Member) moved to approve the minutes, with Suenn Ho (Board Member)
seconding the motion. All voted in approval, with Matt Shipkey (Vice Chair) and Adrianne
Feldstein (Board Member) abstaining due to absence.

Director’s Report
Director Schmanski reported that the Auditor’s office is concluding an audit that will be released

tomorrow. This includes their fieldwork and analysis with a response from both City
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Administrator Michael Jordan and the Director. The audit is part of an ongoing citywide
conversation on city fiscal responsibility and took five years to develop. One of biggest
conversations with the Auditor’s office was the characterization of the decisionmakers, whether
it was the Director-level, Council-level, etc., especially with the new transition to government.

Dr. Corbin (Board Member) asked about whether there’d be a public forum to discuss and
unpack the audit. Director Schmanski replied that it is not typically practiced by the audit team.

Adrianne asked whether it's just PP&R or the other bureaus. Director Schmanski replied that
this audit was specifically centered around parks.

Sabrina Wilson (Board Member) suggested going over the highlights in November so the Board
can strategically plan accordingly.

Dr. Corbin asked about its legibility for the common constituent. Director Schmanski replied that
the Auditor team strives to make sure their content is at an eighth grade reading level so that it
is more easily digestible for the public. Corbin also asked why the auditor’s team sent out an
embargoed copy to media outlets, and the Board does not receive it.

Amanda Manjarrez shared an update on the Equity and Inclusion team’s work and how it is
responding to federal guidance, especially with the Healthy Parks, Healthy Portland strategic
framework in place at PP&R.

Portland Parks Foundation

Jessica shared that the all-day Friends and Allies Summit is this Thursday, October 16. There is
a happy hour occurring if folks cannot attend the entire.

In the middle of the 2025 Green Dreams program which includes the Portland Monuments
project. There is an upcoming event titled “In the Eyes of the EIk” that will discuss the history
behind the elk. It is on October 30 with the Literal Arts Society.

PPF has been working with PP&R on final details around relaunching the Portland International
Raceway fund. It was stalled a few ago due to funding, but PPF is restarting again and working
with neighbors in North Portland. This will be a three-year grant program that will be launched
this winter.

Raymond Park is actively under construction with an opening in December as part of the series
of improvement projects that PPF is working on with PP&R.

Elk fountain is not coming back in November as planned, there has been a delay on the shop
work.

SDC Moratorium Update

Lauren McGuire gave an update on the moratorium of system development charges (SDCs).
She shared that the bureau is looking for feedback on the parameters of prioritization in order to
best mitigate community impacts.

Sonia made clear that the bureau is still waiting for guidance from city leadership on who would
make the decisions, but it will not be done at a bureau level.
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Adrianne asked if whether any projects that can be carved out for other new partners. On the
financial modelling, is that continued spending as planned?

Corbin commented that one of the parameters should include how community can benefit from
access to parks systems.

Jessica suggested that one of the parameters could include projects that would have potential
external partnerships.

Another suggestion was perhaps prioritizing projects that do not have as high a operations and
maintenance cost.

Corbin had another suggestion that there could include criteria of whether the projects have an

environmentally beneficial impact. Ali commented that the projects could be prioritized based on
what the type of environment is being built.

Other Business/Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Meeting Adjourned
Ali adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm.
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