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Parks Board Meeting Minutes

Meeting information

November 12, 2025
5-7pm
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting

Board members present:

Matt Shipkey, Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Suenn Ho, Sabrina Wilson, Allison Snopek, Bill Van Bang,
Andre Buenacosa, Jacob Karson, Tommy Schopp, Myrah Rafi’ah Beverly, Kitty Firth, Adrianne
Feldstein, Sally Bernstein, Patti Miles, Jessica Green

Board members absent:
Ali Berman

City staff present:

Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Maximo Behrens (Recreation Division Manager), Tonya
Booker (Land Stewardship Division Manager), Lauren McGuire (Assets & Development Division
Manager), Jenn Cairo (City Forester), Claudio Campuzano (Finance, Property, and Technology
Manager), Amanda Manjarrez (Equity and Inclusion Manager), Kellie Torres (External Affairs
and Partnerships Manager

Others present:
None

Meeting called to order at 5:00pm with roll call following.
With Chair Ali Berman absent, Vice Chair Matt Shipkey led the meeting.

Agenda ltems

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

General Announcements

Thank you to Board Members Suenn Ho for stepping in as Land Use & Infrastructure Chair,
Adrianne Felstein as Financial Sustainability Chair, and Andre Buenacosa as liaison for the
Parks Levy Oversight Committee.

Approve October Meeting Minutes

Jacob Karson (Board Member) moved to approve the October meeting minutes, Allison Snopek
(Board Member) seconded the motion. All voted in approval, with Sally Bernstein (Board
Member) and Patti Miles (Board Member) abstaining due to previous absence.

Director’s Report
Suenn asked if there’s a way to remind the general public on the audit and the fact that there
was a previous parks levy audit that had no recommendations. Matt made a comment about
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inaccuracies/conclusions about the audit within the press as well as Council. Jessica Green (Ex-
officio member) replied that a lot of levy language in the ballot included points that were going to
be addressed in the audit as well. They’re not necessarily in conflict with each other, and can be
used to reinforce the levy.

Working Groups

Board Affairs

The Auditor’s Office offered to join the next Board meeting to answer questions about the audit.
However, due to timing, Michelle Tran suggested having them join the upcoming Community
Engagement Working Group meeting within the next week since the CEWG members had most
of the questions. The group agreed.

Land Use and Infrastructure
There were no questions.

Financial Sustainability
There were no questions.

Community Engagement
There were no questions.

Culture, Nature, and Recreation
There were no questions.

Portland Parks Foundation
Thank you to Board Member Patti Miles who will be joining as the ex-officio member and liaison
for Portland Parks Foundation Board.

PPF is continuing parks advocacy and looking at all future commitment plans. They are almost
final in grant agreement with the city in the Portland International Raceway - North Portland
Fund. There will be listening sessions with all neighborhood associations involved with the fund
in District 2.

PPF has completed fundraising for the future playground renovations for three parks —
Raymond Park, Portland Heights Park, and George Park. In December, there will be a larger
community engagement session on the design elements of George Park.

The EIk Fountain project is in construction, stonework is being laid down, but the elk will not
appear until 2026 most likely.

External Partnerships Update

Kellie Torres shared her work on Partnerships and the work being done as External Affairs and
Partnerships Manager. Council was specific about the needs for PP&R to center and prioritize
partnerships. There was a public perception that PP&R was difficult to work in some capacities
and so Kellie was placed in this role to address that and serve specifically partnerships and
grants and it relates to revenue generation.
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A directive from the Mayor is to increase volunteers numbers to 2019 levels before Covid.
Though still currently 50,000 hours short, the team has made great strides to be closer to the
previous numbers.

Suenn asked how this advisory board could help with current efforts. Kellie replied that one of
the notable ways is to communicate better and including the Board on more events.

Dr. Corbin (Board Member) asked about relationship building between Board and City Council.
She also asked about ensuring that public parks stay public and do not privatize so much. One
example is Japanese Garden charging money to visit. Kellie replied that this is a common
guestion and noted some historical partnerships with Nike and Trail Blazers. That corporate
partnership just added logos to courts without making changes to access. One other example
was Sellwood Community House (SCH), previously Sellwood Community Center, which
previously closed due to PP&R being unable to maintain its operations. Now that it is SCH, they
are seeking to purchase the building outright in order to qualify for a loan to make ADA
accommodations.

Dr. Corbin asked what gets prioritized and how does that system work? Kellie said that there will
likely not be donors or public/private partnerships for something like the maintenance backlog.
She also noted that there are discussions amongst Council offices that there will be no new
assets prioritized going forward in order to not increase the backlog.

Kellie also had a facilitator assist with mapping out and visioning governance with partnerships
in the past week, and shared notes and maps of what was generated so far.

Dr. Corbin asked about what does partnership look like to community members who are not part
of “Friends” groups and similar. Kellie replied that the team is giving out space grants layered
with community grants that assist with grants that can help with providing events and
programming for either a low-cost or for free.

Matt asked if there are other cities that the bureau was taking examples from. Kellie mentioned
that the Tom McCall Waterfront is bringing up different studies from other cities that did
something similar to their waterfront activation.

Dr. Corbin commented that there is a need for partnership access to parks via public
transportation and would like to see some out-of-the-box thinking.

Kellie has committed to providing a public/private framework by Spring so that it is ready for
FY26-27 implementation. This framework could be brought to the Board for further feedback
and discussion.

Other Business/Public Comment

Amanda Manjarrez (Equity & Inclusion Manager) asked the Board to read the status update of
Advisory Bodies Enhancement Project and choose categories to focus on.

Dr. Corbin asked the Board Affairs Working Group on opportunities to organize with not only

City Council but also neighborhood organizations. Amanda replied that the neighborhood
associations are also supported financially and administratively by Civic Life.
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Meeting Adjourned
Matt adjourned the meeting at 6:50pm.
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