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Parks Board Meeting Minutes

Meeting information

February 10, 2026
5-7pm
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting

Board members present:

Ali Berman, Matt Shipkey,Sally Bernstein, Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Suenn Ho, Allison Snopek, Bill
Van Bang, Andre Buenacosa, Jacob Karson, Tommy Schopp, Myrah Rafi’ah Beverly, Kitty
Firth, Adrianne Feldstein, Patti Miles, Jessica Green

Board members absent:
Sabrina Wilson

City staff present:

Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Maximo Behrens (Recreation Division Manager), Lauren
McGuire (Assets & Development Division Manager), Jenn Cairo (City Forester), Claudio
Campuzano (Finance, Property, and Technology Manager), Amanda Manjarrez (Policy
Strategies & System Improvement Manager), Kellie Torres (External Affairs and Partnerships
Manager), Tonya Booker (Land Stewardship Division Manager), Sarah Huggins (Sustainable
Future Program Manager)

Others present:

Meeting called to order at 5:00pm with roll call following.

Agenda ltems

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

General Announcements
There were no general announcements.

Approve February Meeting Minutes

Patti Miles (Board Member) moved to approve the February meeting minutes, Sally Bernstein
(Board Member) seconded. All voted in approval, with Matt Shipkey (Vice Chair) abstaining due
to absence.

Director’s Report

Suenn Ho (Board Member) asked that for tomorrow’s budget work session, is there testimony?
Sonia replied that there is not a chance for testimony, but there will be a link to watch if folks are
interested.
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Matt asked about Jade District, and whether there can be a kind of swap or other solution.
Sonia mentioned it is a very attractive site for a park, but the funding for building and future
maintenance of the park is the biggest factor.

Adrianne Feldstein (Board Member) asked about Core Services Realignment, and whether
PP&R will be getting the same percentage of reductions as other bureaus. Sonia replied this
would be affecting Technology, Procurement, HR, and Equity.

Bill Bang (Board Member) asked if Parks can’t acquire the land, can Metro just build their own
park? Sonia replied that Metro typically works on natural areas. Ali suggested if maybe there
could be affordable housing with a community garden.

Working Groups

Board Affairs
There were no questions.

Land Use and Infrastructure

LUIWG'’s last meeting included some insight from Tommy Schopp who attended a session from
PBOT about funding. They also had a discussion about Sustainable Future and Parks Districts
options. Next meeting will invite Portland Parks Alliance to hear their perspective and ideas.

Financial Sustainability
FSWG continued their discussion on the Sustainable Future plans and ideas.

Community Engagement

Sally shared about engagement ideas with the public. There was discussion on changing
language on the website when inviting community members for public comment. Corbin also
shared that there are plans to write a letter to community and how best to provide a place for the
public.

Culture, Nature, and Recreation
CNRWG is still discussing about the identity of the group and what “culture” means for the
working group.

Portland Parks Foundation

PPF is in event planning mode - April 12 is the celebration of the Thompson Elk Fountain, with
the public event kicking off at 1pm. This is a partnership with PPR, PBOT, Arts and Culture, and
Water.

In partnership with Monuments Project and Native Art organization, there is an event for April 19
that is yet to be finalized for Tryon Creek area. A celebration for Raymond Park’s upgraded
irrigation will be on 2:30pm on Friday May 8. Mid-May to late-May, there will be a Portland
Heights reopening celebration on that park’s upgrades. Friends and Allies Summit will be at
Laurelhurst Park Club on May 14 as well.

Small grants applications are open right now, along with North Portland Trust Fund.

Suenn shared her appreciation on the Levy KPIs meeting, lots of information that was very
helpful.
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Board activities and strategic planning
The Board had a breakout group to discuss planning and gave report outs.

The discussion questions posed during the breakout groups:
» What aspects of Portland’s new government structure make it harder, or potentially easier, for
the Parks Board to engage with decision makers?

- What committee in the Council would be the best fit for the Board to engage

- Connect with groups that don’t feel uncomfortable speaking to City Council, perhaps

redirect them to Board meetings to comfortably give comments
- Have a touchpoint with the DCA’s team
- Have a targeted agenda on how to achieve a strategy

» How can the Portland Parks and Recreation Board better adapt to this new form of
government? What's working? What’s not working?

- Want agendas with a two-way conversation, questions tee’d up in advance

- Try to stay high-level and have accessible information

- There could be a more ex-officio members since we have 4 spots

- Learning more about PPR 3/6/9 month plans if possible

- Being more organized with representation at Community Events

- Talked about capacity and what partnerships collaboration could work (e.g. PPF)

- If working with staff,
* Now that councilors represent districts rather than the entire city, how should that change the
way the Parks Board approaches City Council and/or Deputy City Administrator?

- Have a strong channel that is clear communication from the Board to Council

* What is one City Council engagement strategy you believe would be effective—and that you
would be willing to contribute 2-4 hours a month toward helping implement?

- Want to lean into reaching out Council on a regular basis from individuals

- Waiting on guidance from City staff on what an email could look like

- Goal is to establish awareness of the Board

- Create boilerplate introductions for Board members

- Identify a strong community need and rally behind

- How can information from on-the-ground staff get to the board

Other Business/Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Meeting Adjourned
Ali adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm.
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