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Parks Board Meeting Minutes

Meeting information

June 10, 2025
5-7pm
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting

Board members present:
Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Ali Berman, Suenn Ho, Sabrina Wilson, Casey Mills, Allison Snopek, David
Staczek, Crys O’'Grady, Matthew Shipkey, Bill Van Bang, Patti Miles, Jessica Green (ex-officio)

Board members absent:
David Staczek, Adrianne Feldstein

City staff present:

Adena Long (Bureau Director), Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Maximo Behrens
(Recreation Division Manager), Claudio Campuzano (VCSS Finance, Property and Technology
Manager), Tonya Booker (Land Stewardship Division Manager), Lauren McGuire (Assets &
Development Division Manager), Sarah Huggins (Sustainable Future Program Manager)

Others present:
Noah Siegel (MSH Strategy), Jacob Karson, Andre Buenacosa, Tommy Schopp

Meeting called to order at 5:00pm with roll call following.

Agenda Items

Public Comment

Megan Steffek submitted public comment regarding Powell Park and the equipment at the
baseball field. They had a recent break-in where the sports equipment was stolen. There was a
letter submitted to Director Long and she did respond and asked for increased presence of Park
Rangers in the area. Megan wanted to continue the forward momentum on the Cleveland High
School modernization team. She urges to continue collaborating with Portland Public Schools
and police.

General Announcements

Dr. Corbin (Board Chair) and other Board Members gave thanks to offboarding members Casey
Mills, Erin Zollenkopf, David Staczek, and Crys O’Grady at their last meeting.

Dr. Corbin brought forward the motion of the officer nominations of Ali Berman as Board Chair
with Matt Shipkey as Vice Chair. Erin seconded. All voted in approval and the motion passed.

Approve May Meeting Minutes
Matt moved to approve the minutes, Allison Snopek (Board Member) seconded. All voted in
approval and the motion passed.
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Director’s Report
Joey Furuto gave a report while Director Long was at a Council session regarding the budget.

On Monday June 2, City Council held a meeting at which PP&R staff provided details related to
a new Parks Levy to replace the current levy that expires in June 2026. Since then the bureau
has responded to multiple questions and provided additional information to support the Council
in their deliberations.

Today, there was a Special City Council Meeting held to hear Ordinances related to the
adoption of the FY 25-26 budget and the Parks amendments are being heard right now.

Temporary SDC exemption for housing production ordinance and code language were filed
yesterday. Key takeaways for situational awareness:

e The code language has an effective date of October 1, 2025 and the major deadline is
that all permits must be issued by September 30, 2028 to be eligible for the waiver.

e The code applies to all new housing units (not ADUs they have an existing waiver) and
includes office to residential construction.

e The builders are required to meet one of two options to lock in the waiver, either a
construction milestone one year from permit issuance OR a construction completion
guarantee from an accredited financial institution.

e In addition, there continues to be considerable interest from the Mayor and city council in
a larger review of SDCs.

e This item will be at the Finance Committee on June 16, with a currently held date of July
17 for city council consideration assuming committee moves the item forward.

One consideration of note, there is discussion about the possibility of this code going into
effective sooner than October 1, but several key steps would need to be met for that to be real,
specifically that council would find a way to take action sooner than currently scheduled.

PGE filed an appeal with the Land Use Board of Appeals on May 28.
PGE appeals Portland’s denial on controversial Forest Park transmission project -
oregonlive.com

Laura Lehman, Parks' senior environmental planner's understanding is that LUBA will do an on-
the-record hearing and that public testimony will not be accepted — only parties who submit a
brief on the matter can testify. We believe PP&R’s role here will be limited to supporting PP&D
staff and their City Attorneys, but we will be communicating with them and if our role is different.

Matt made a motion to authorize an ad hoc working group to develop a statement to Council
regarding the impacts of the SDC freeze in support of PP&R. Ali seconded the motion. Casey
amended Matt’'s motion to have the ad hoc committee to draft a letter as deemed appropriate to
provide advocacy for both the SDC pause and the Levy ballot referral. Matt seconded the
amendment. Members of the ad hoc committee will include Ali, Matt, Suenn, Corbin, Casey. All
voted in approval and the motion carried.

Working Group Reports (Q&A only)

Board Affairs
There were no questions.
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Land Use & Infrastructure
There were no questions.

Community Engagement
There were no questions.

Culture, Nature, and Recreation
There were no questions.

Financial Sustainability
There were no questions.

Portland Parks Foundation

There is a lot of discussion about having a rate that will have a unified Council. Jessica
reiterated the role of PPF and work in programming and community partnerships, as well as
consultant work for polling for the Levy.

Suenn asked about the status of the Elk Fountain. Jessica replied that it will be up in November.
The procurement of the stones for the fountain and the fabrication of the fountain have taken
some more time than usual.

Legislative Updates
The presentation will be pushed back to another date so Amanda has more time to present.

Amanda gave a quick overview about the work being done during the state’s legislative session.
Reviewing and responding to policy is one of the pillars of equity work and during this session,
there were over 60 policies that were flagged for PP&R. There is a lot of tracking/commenting
for these items.

Suenn asked about the SDC state bill and the work with the city. Amanda replied that the state

is being asked to allocate $10 million to a state agency to manage SDCs. This has been
confusing for those who are dealing with the city’s proposal for an SDC freeze.

Other Business/Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Meeting Adjourned
Corbin adjourned the meeting at 6:59 pm.

PAGE 3 | PORTLAND.GOV/PARKS | DIRECTOR ADENA LONG




	Meeting information
	June 10, 2025
	Board members present:
	Board members absent:
	City staff present:
	Others present:
	Meeting called to order at 5:00pm with roll call following.

	Agenda Items
	Public Comment
	General Announcements
	Approve May Meeting Minutes
	Director’s Report
	Working Group Reports (Q&A only)
	Board Affairs
	Land Use & Infrastructure
	Community Engagement
	Culture, Nature, and Recreation
	Financial Sustainability

	Portland Parks Foundation
	Legislative Updates
	Other Business/Public Comment

	Meeting Adjourned

