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Parks Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting information 
January 13, 2026 
5-7pm 
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting 
 
Board members present: 
Ali Berman, Matt Shipkey, Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Suenn Ho, Sabrina Wilson, Allison Snopek, Bill 
Van Bang, Andre Buenacosa, Jacob Karson, Tommy Schopp, Myrah Rafi’ah Beverly, Kitty Firth, 
Adrianne Feldstein, Patti Miles, Jessica Green 
 
Board members absent: 
Sally Berstein 
 
City staff present: 
Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Maximo Behrens (Recreation Division Manager), Lauren 
McGuire (Assets & Development Division Manager), Jenn Cairo (City Forester), Claudio 
Campuzano (Finance, Property, and Technology Manager), Amanda Manjarrez (Policy 
Strategies & System Improvement Manager), Kellie Torres (External Affairs and Partnerships 
Manager), Tonya Booker (Land Stewardship Division Manager), Sarah Huggins (Sustainable 
Future Program Manager) 
 
Others present: 
None 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:00pm with roll call following. 
 

Agenda Items 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
General Announcements 
Suenn Ho promoted exhibit at the Oregon Rail Heritage Museum near OMSI. 
 
Approve December Meeting Minutes 
Corbin (Board Member) requested that the meeting minutes be approved in February since 
there was less time to review them. 
 
Director’s Report 
Sonia shared that there is a lot of work behind budget development for stakeholders and the 
across the bureau. 
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PP&R was directed to explore the possibility of partnerships with City tennis programming in 
conversation USTA PNW division on them providing funding for tennis programs. There will be 
further discussion with Council offices about this. 
 
NRSD steering committee kickoff begins at 1/15. There is a new organizational unit and Sonia is 
part of the steering committee. Expecting to report out more in the next month. 
 
Council activities include choosing the Council President and Vice President for 2026, as well as 
a Governance Handbook. 
 
PP&R is going to the CRLU Committee re: Parks Levy Annual Report. Staff are also meeting 
with individual district council offices about 2025 Parks Levy Capital Investment Process and 
Oversight Committee. Sonia made a note that some Council offices wanted to connect with the 
Parks Board about this as well. 
 
Corbin brought up the stakeholders meeting on Parks Levy KPIs and the plan for including the 
Board on future work. Allison Snopek asked about what was submitted to Council Offices for the 
end of the year. Jessica Green reported that there are 4 different follow-up areas for the KPIs: 
1) PLOC role, 2) Addressing wildfire risk reduction measures, 3) Partnership performance 
measures, 4) Natural area performance measures. There are City Councilors that would like be 
part of the conversation and would like to work with staff to provide reasonable metrics. This 
work will be staggered over the course of two months. Sonia will share the report to the Board 
and Jessica continue to build Parks Board involvement into the process. 
 
Working Groups 
Board Affairs 
There were no questions. 
 
Land Use and Infrastructure 
There were no questions. Suenn reported there was a lot of discussion on the Equity Tool, as 
well as discussions on the SDC allocations. 
 
Financial Sustainability 
There were no questions. 
 
Community Engagement 
There were no questions. Corbin made a request to have a cover sheet and topic summary on 
what is being presented, along with background information on topics. There was also a request 
to have Patti Miles report to CEWG on work with the PPF Board. 
 
Culture, Nature, and Recreation 
There were no questions. 
 
Portland Parks Foundation 
PPF is relaunching the North Portland Trust Fund Community grant program. The agreement 
has been finalized between PPF and PP&R. There will be public info sessions on 2/25-2/26. 
There will be up to $80,000 granted this year, with it opening March 1. There will be an 
opportunity to participate in a grants committee to help choose. 
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Spring marks the program season, there will be award nominations open for park volunteers 
soon, which will be presented at the Spring Friends and Allies Summit in May. The Joey Pope 
Award nominations will also be open soon. 
 
There was a George Park community event planned for December, but due to ICE activity 
happening at George Park middle school, it had to be cancelled. 
 
Budget process 
Amanda Manjarrez presented to the board on the overview of this year’s budget process and 
the current phase the bureau was in. This included the citywide guidance for budget reductions 
and the system Amanda created in order to reach those targets. The budget items were 
categorized into 5 sections: Parks/Nature, Trees, Programs, Built Assets, and Support Services. 
Each budget item was then further categorized into three tiers: Non-negotiable, Critical, and 
Important. 
 
The bureau asked the Board for feedback on a draft of values-based criteria provided when 
making decisions on budget prioritizations and reductions. The draft of criteria included 
questions within 6 categories: Antiracism, Equity, Collaboration, Transparency/Accountability, 
Communication, and Fiscal Responsibility. Board members could add a “point” to each question 
that they believed was one of the more important items to consider. 
 
Other Business/Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
Ali adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm. 
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