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Parks Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting information 
February 10, 2026 
5-7pm 
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting 
 
Board members present: 
Ali Berman, Sally Bernstein, Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Suenn Ho, Sabrina Wilson, Allison Snopek, Bill 
Van Bang, Andre Buenacosa, Jacob Karson, Tommy Schopp, Myrah Rafi’ah Beverly, Kitty Firth, 
Adrianne Feldstein, Patti Miles, Jessica Green 
 
Board members absent: 
Matt Shipkey 
 
City staff present: 
Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Maximo Behrens (Recreation Division Manager), Lauren 
McGuire (Assets & Development Division Manager), Jenn Cairo (City Forester), Claudio 
Campuzano (Finance, Property, and Technology Manager), Amanda Manjarrez (Policy 
Strategies & System Improvement Manager), Kellie Torres (External Affairs and Partnerships 
Manager), Tonya Booker (Land Stewardship Division Manager), Sarah Huggins (Sustainable 
Future Program Manager) 
 
Others present: 
Alexis Sanal 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:00pm with roll call following. 
 

Agenda Items 
Public Comment 
Alexis Sanal submitted testimony for public comment to see what she and her coalition can do 
to have recreational BMX in the bioswale in Central Eastside.  
 
General Announcements 
Tommy Schopp (Board Member) had a comment about activity in Minneapolis. Tommy wanted 
to see what tools were at our disposal. Sonia replied that Amanda and the PP&R team has 
been leading the way for providing resources and training for field employees. City facilities 
have explicit signage that designates areas of public and private spaces.  
 
Approve December and January Meeting Minutes 
Jacob Karson moved to approve the December meeting minutes, and Patti Miles seconded. All 
voted in approval with Sabrina Wilson and Bill Bang abstaining due to absence. 
 
Tommy Schopp moved to approve the January meeting minutes, and Myrah Rafi’ah Berkley 
seconded. All voted in approval with Sally Bernstein abstaining due to absence. 
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Director’s Report 
There is a new Public Works Service Area Communications Manager, which has led to core 
services realignment updates. Currently the focus is on Procurement, HR, and Technology staff. 
Some of the reporting changes will be implemented July 1. 
 
Mayor Wilson recently visited the St. Johns Ranger HQ and spoke with the team about their role 
in his vision for community safety in Portland. 
 
Michelle Tran shared that this year there will not be a Nominating Committee for the Board, due 
to no vacancies for 
 
Jacob commented that Portland Tennis Center has the most affordable pricing for access. Will 
that be emphasized during negotiations with USTA? Sonia replied yes, better access and better 
stewardship were the driving priorities for operations at PTC. Tommy asked if the Access 
Discount applies at PTC. Maximo Behrens said yes. 
 
Leach Botanical Garden has recently shared with the bureau that there has been some financial 
distress. Priority one is that the Garden is open and accessible – PPR has been talking with 
District 1 Councilors, DCA, and Mayor’s Office about next steps, and is looking for any all 
pathways possible for solutions. 
 
Ali asked if the funding asked for by Leach will help with their layoffs? Sonia replied that she is 
not sure yet, but there is a lot to talk about and they are in the early stages. 
 
Andre Buenacosa asked if there’s a running list of the financial health of community partners. 
Sonia said there is no explicit list, as staff often have a temperature check of how partners are 
typically doing. However, the idea of a list is a good one and a survey may be a good idea to 
bake. 
 
Working Groups 
Board Affairs 
There were no questions. 
 
Land Use and Infrastructure 
Suenn reported that the WG continued their discussion on the Equity Tool. There was also 
updates from Darcelle Plaza. Next meeting does not have a set agenda, but there will still be 
discussions around the Equity and Demographic Tool.  
 
Financial Sustainability 
Adrianne reported that the FSWG mostly discussed budget communications and a need for 
transparency. There was also a discussion on funding options for the bureau, such as bonds or 
Parks District. The ask for the full board is likely around what the Board can do for funding 
options. 
 
Community Engagement 
Sabrina prioritized last month’s discussion on Board’s operational procedures. The idea is that 
once operational procedures are solidified, community members will know what to expect when 
engaging with the Board. 
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Culture, Nature, and Recreation 
Allison reported that Jenn Cairo came to CNR to learn more about urban cooling and tree 
canopy. The group will be doing a further discussion on defining Culture in the working group. 
 
Portland Parks Foundation 
Jessica shared more information about the work that PPF does with the Board. 
 
The Friends and Allies Summit was announced for Thursday, May 14. All Board members are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
PPF is meeting with PPR and stakeholders. Invites were sent out to all board members to 
attend some or all of the sessions. There are four sessions, with the first starting this Friday. 
 
Budget process 
Amanda Manjarrez gave a review of the previous meeting’s presentation regarding budget and 
provided the Board with an update of where they were in the timeline. 
 
Ali asked about the recent headlines of “hidden” funds within Portland Housing Bureau and Arts 
and Culture. Will this change in funding affect the current budget process? Claudio Campuzano 
commented that from the PPR perspective, the team made sure all fund balances were visible 
to Council and for the current fiscal year. Sonia also said that Council are still interested in 
talking about those highlighted funds. 
 
Amanda noted that the Advisory Bodies Enhancement Project is doing a new inventory 
categorization on the type of work that each advisory body does. She and Michelle will be 
getting clarity on the how the Board is seen as an Advisory Body to Council. 
 
Corbin asked if there will be a chance for the Board to give input on the categorization that they 
would be placed into by the Enhancement Project. Currently, the bureau is not sure. 
 
Suenn asked about how the budget process is affecting different districts and whether there is 
awareness about how the reductions affect the districts across the board. Amanda answered 
that data hasn’t been historically categorized in districts yet. Sarah Huggins added that the 
current budget process is not financially divided within districts. 
 
Adrianne Feldstein asked when the Board would be able to see the specifics on categories. 
Sonia replied that they are waiting on guidance from leadership on how and when to share, but 
she is continuing to push that question to City Leadership as the information should be shared 
as soon as possible. 
 
Other Business/Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
Ali adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm. 
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