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Parks Board Meeting Minutes

Meeting information

August 1, 2025
5-7pm
Portland Building Room 202 and Zoom Virtual Meeting

Board members present:

Dr. C.N.E. Corbin, Ali Berman, Suenn Ho, Sabrina Wilson, Allison Snopek, Matthew Shipkey,
Bill Van Bang, Patti Miles, Andre Buenacosa, Jacob Karson, Tommy Schopp, Sally Bernstein,
Myrah Rafi'ah Beverly

Board members absent:
Jessica Green, Adrianne Feldstein, Kitty Firth

City staff present:

Sonia Schmanski (Interim Bureau Director), Michelle Tran (Executive Assistant), Joey Furuto
(Chief Coordinator), Maximo Behrens (Recreation Division Manager), Tonya Booker (Land
Stewardship Division Manager), Lauren McGuire (Assets & Development Division Manager),
Sarah Huggins (Sustainable Future Program Manager), Jenn Cairo (City Forester), Amanda
Manjarrez (Equity and Inclusion Manager), Tim Collier (Community Relations Manager),
Margaret Evans (Workforce Development Manager), Jason Smith (Performance Analyst)

Others present:
David Staczek, Debi Elliott, Megan Cook, Christina Thompson

Meeting called to order at 9:40am with roll call following.

Agenda Items

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

General Announcements

Ali Berman (Board Chair) gave an acknowledgement of the work and contributed by former
Director Adena Long.

Approve June Meeting Minutes
June meeting minutes will be approved in September due to it missing in the board packet.

Director’s Report

Interim Director Schmanski shared that much of the work being worked on includes transitioning
into the new form of government with the new budget and transition into Public Works. City
Council is highly interested in the work of PP&R and as a result, there were many budget notes
and amendments that are still being fleshed out.
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Council is discussing refining their committee structure, not sure yet how this will affect parks
and recreation systems. There has been a focus on centralizing services. With the new
leadership transition, Sonia suspected that a new Director will be recruited by late winter.

Dr. Corbin (Board Member) relayed a request to have Council help direct public engagement to
the Board for times

Working Group Reports (Q&A only)

Board Affairs
There were no questions.

Land Use & Infrastructure
There were no questions.

Community Engagement
There were no questions.

Culture, Nature, and Recreation
There were no questions.

Financial Sustainability
There were no questions.

Portland Parks Foundation

There is a lot of discussion about having a rate that will have a unified Council. Jessica
reiterated the role of PPF and work in programming and community partnerships, as well as
consultant work for polling for the Levy.

Suenn Ho (Board Member) asked about the status of the Elk Fountain. Jessica replied that it will
be up in November. The procurement of the stones for the fountain and the fabrication of the
fountain have taken some more time than usual.

PSU Community Survey

Jason Smith, in collaboration with PSU Professor Debi Elliott and research team Megan Cook
and Christian Thompson, presented on the results of the PSU Community Needs Survey.

Other Business/Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Meeting Adjourned

Ali adjourned the meeting at 11:30am.
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