Portland Voter Views of a Parks
Levy Renewal or Increase

Key Findings of a Survey Conducted April 17-21, 2025

OPINION
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Survey Methodology

Dual-mode Voter Survey
Likely November 2025 Voters in Portland

Marein of Sambling Error (Full Sample) +4.0% at the 95% Confidence Level
alf Sample) £5.7% at the 6 Confidence Leve
= A2 (Half Sample) £5.7% at the 95% Confidence Level
Contact Methods 5 Telephone Text
Calls Invitations

Data Collection Modes o Telephone : Online
Interviews —a Interviews
Survey Tracking Selected Comparisons to Surveys Dating Back to 2020
F M 3 (Note: Not All Results Will Sum to 100% Due to Rounding)
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Prior Levy Polling and Actual Results

Plain L

April 2025 Parks Only $1.80 52%

April 2025 Parks Only Renewal $0.80 66% --
July 2024 Parks Only $1.60 54% 64%
July 2024 Parks and Arts $1.80 45% 61%
July 2024 Parks Only Renewal S0.80 -- 55%
Nov. 2023 Parks Only Renewal $0.80 70% 76%
Nov. 2023 Parks and Fire $1.00 -- 60%
Nov. 2020 Parks Levy $0.80 64% Actual Vote
July 2020 Parks Only $0.80 62% 67%
May 2020 Parks Only $0.80 54% 63%
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Context




For the first time since spring 2020, a plurality of
Portlanders feels things are headed in the right direction.

Would you say that things in Portland are generally headed in the right direction,
or are they pretty seriously off on the wrong track?
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Nearly two in five Portland voters report visiting a Portland park,
community center, pool or natural area at least twice per week.

In the past 12 months, how many times have you or someone in your household
visited a Portland park or community center, pool, trail or natural area?

2020 2023 2024 2025

Once per week - 14% - 17% - 16%

Two to three times per month 20% 21% 16% 21%
A few times a year 20% 15% 19% 16%
Never I 6% I 7% . 9% l 8%
Prefer not tosay | 2% 1% 2% 2%
FM3 -
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Views of a Levy Increase




A slim majority supports a $1.80 parks levy,
with “definite” yes and no voters evenly matched.

Protect parks, nature, water, recreation through five-year operating levy. Preserve parks, nature, water,
recreation through five-year levy. Should Portland preserve parks, recreation; five-year operating,
capital levy, $1.80 per $1,000 assessed value, beginning 2026-2027? This measure may cause property
taxes to increase more than 3%.

+4.0% Margin of Error

Definitely yes [N 25% | Total
Probably yes [ 19% Yes

Undecided, lean yes 8% 52%
Undecided, lean no 2% Total
Probably no 18% No

Definitely no [ 2% | 477

Undecided 1%

F M 3 Q2. Would you vote yes or no on this measure?
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Support for a Levy Renewal




A parks levy renewal has support from two-thirds of Portland
voters, with one-third saying they would “definitely” vote yes.

Renews 5-year levy; preserves parks, recreation, nature, water; improves safety. Shall Portland deliver
recreation programs, preserve parks, nature, water; renew 5-year operating levy, $0.80 per $1,000
assessed value, beginning 20267 This measure renews current local option taxes.

+4.0% Margin of Error

Definitely yes | 3% | Total
Probably yes [ 27% Yes

Undecided, lean yes 5% 66%

Undecided, lean no 2% Total
Probably no 12% N

o
Definitely no [N 19% | 7

Undecided 1%

F M 3 Q3. Would you vote yes or no on this measure?




Forced to choose between a renewal with cuts and an increase to
continue current services, pluralities prefer an increase.

As you may know, Portland passed a parks and recreation levy in 2020 to address critical funding needs. Portland Parks and
Rec now offers more services to more people than ever before. While costs to operate have increased, revenues have not
increased at the same pace, so renewing the levy at the existing rate would require the City to make serious cuts to parks
maintenance, community centers and recreation programs. Increasing the levy would allow the City to maintain services.

Split A Split B
Increase the levy to $1.80 to maintain the
current level of parks and recreation services - 49% N/A
and improve the condition of parks facilities
OR

Increase the levy to $1.60 to maintain the
34% 31%

N/A

current level of parks and recreation services

OR

Renew the levy at its current rate, requiring a
25% cut to parks and recreation services

Don't know 17% 16%

F M 3 Q4 (Split A & Split B). With this in mind, which would you prefer?
RESEARCH




Explaining the stakes solidifies soft “yes” voters.

Preference Between Increase and Renewal

Initial Vote on Increase *City Council District
Voters

Deflnltely Soft Yes/ Total 1
Und. No

Increase the levy to $1.80 to maintain the current level
of parks and recreation services and improve the 49% 92% 65% 16% 35% 60% 52% 44%
condition of parks facilities

Renew the levy at its current rate, requiring a 25% cut

: : 34% 5% 15% 61% 43% 18% 35% 42%
to parks and recreation services
Margin Preferring Increase at $1.80 +15 +87 +50 -45 -8 +42 +17 -2
Increase the levy to 51.60 to ma!ntaln tl7e current level 53% 93% 73% 21% 50% 62% 559 44%
of parks and recreation services
. - 0
Renew the levy at its current ralfe, requ1'r/ng a 25% cut 31% 4% 12% 579 329% 27% 29% 36%
to parks and recreation services
Margin Preferring Increase at $1.60 +22 +89 +61 -36 +18 +35 +26 +8

F M 3 Q4 A/B Splits. With this in mind, which would you prefer? *Margin of Sampling Error +/-9.8%
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Structural Elements of a Measure




Assessing Budget Preferences

To evaluate preferences for closing predicted budget
shortfalls, we asked respondents:

“Here is a list of some of the services and programs that
Portland Parks & Recreation currently provides. Please
indicate whether you think cuts should be made to that
service in order to balance the budget, or whether you
would be willing to pay additional taxes or fees to
maintain or improve that service?”

If they said cuts, they were asked whether they were
comfortable with large cuts or some cuts; if they said pay
more, they were asked whether they would pay
significantly more to improve services, or some more to
maintain them.

FM3
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Voters were largely willing to pay more for recreation programs,
trash pickup, basic repairs, and natural areas.

W Pay Significantly More ™ Pay Some More = Make Some Cuts ® Make Large Cuts = Don't Know Total Total
Pay More Cuts

Providing free- or low-cost recreation programs for
children and families experiencing poverty who 31% 37% 17% 5% 68% 27%
can’t afford to pay for things elsewhere
APicking up trash and litter 20% 48% 16% - 8% 68% 24%
Repairing and preserving park buildings, facilities
and community centers that are detter_iokratfir]lg'land 22% 44% 17% 7% 67% 26%
at risk of failure
21% 45% 19% 6% 66% 28%
Maintaining neighborhood outdoor spaces like .
playgrounds, trails, picnic tables, and natural areas [REAZG 49% 18% ”’ 66% 27%
Maintaining natural areas and green spaces o 5 5 o, 0 .

Q6. Here is a list of some of the services and programs that Portland Parks & Recreation currently provides. Please indicate whether you think cuts should be made to that service in order to balance the budget,
F M 3 or whether you would be willing to pay additional taxes or fees to maintain or improve that service. *Not Part of Split Sample

ACleaning up, maintaining, and providing access to
park bathrooms
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Broad shares also say they want to at least maintain safety
measures, pools, childcare, and tree planting.

m Pay Significantly More M Pay Some More = Make Some Cuts ® Make Large Cuts = Don't Know Pa.;ol;cl?clare -I(-:‘Lt; |

Protecting natural areas, water, and wildlife habitat 26% 38% 20% 5% 64% 30%
AContinuing safety measur:sr]éuggililssg?erkyrgﬂggg 19% 16% 19% [ 7% 64% 299
Continuing basic upkeep such ﬁgmiirr]\gg;%pfaei;sc;‘r?gr 3% 6% 64% 30%
Providing pools, fountaig(segrr:g i;())lglsihngcﬂgsshomkﬁ]eee 299 40% 18% 7% 62% 31%
Providing childcare, ayf;ﬁ;;CQf;'rﬁg?%;ar?;S 24% 36% 19% E)8%  60% 32%
APlanting and maintaining trees 22% 7% 59% 34%

o o oo P2 and ecration

Maintaini i>hborh
aintaining neighborhood opens;g?ge?iglg‘i 15% 44% 24% 8% 58% 34%

Q6. Here is a list of some of the services and programs that Portland Parks & Recreation currently provides. Please indicate whether you think cuts should be made to that service in order to balance the budget,
F M 3 or whether you would be willing to pay additional taxes or fees to maintain or improve that service. *Not Part of Split Sample
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A majority finds cuts to dog park maintenance acceptable.

B Pay Significantly More m Pay Some More Make Some Cuts m Make Large Cuts & Don't Know Total Total
Pay More Cuts

Providing affordable programs for seniors BEELA 43% 25% 8% 58% 34%

Operating smaller neighborhood community
centers without indoor pools, but with classrooms EEEF:P% 359% 26% 12% K174 53% 38%
or gym facilities
Providi ti h
roviding recrestion progrers such>s ENEC A sk o

Operating art and culture centers focused on
things like art and music programs

16% 36% 2% U 5% 41%
AOperating large community centers o 5 ) o, I 0 .

Providing swim lessons [E}A 35% 31% 14% 7./ 48% 45%

ETWE s s

Q6. Here is a list of some of the services and programs that Portland Parks & Recreation currently provides. Please indicate whether you think cuts should be made to that service in order to balance the budget,
F M 3 or whether you would be willing to pay additional taxes or fees to maintain or improve that service. *Not Part of Split Sample

Maintaining dog parks KKEA 28% 329%




Majorities across every District are willing to pay at least some
more for low-cost programs, trash pickup and basic repairs.

Pay Some More to Maintain or Significantly More to Improve

Service/Program

Homeowners Renters

All City Council District
Voters

Free/low-cost programs for people in poverty 68% 60% 77% 69% 60% 59% 83%

ATrash and litter pickup 68% 62% 69% 72% 68% 64% 81%

Repairing buildings at risk of failure 67% 57% 79% 64% 62% 58% 82%

A Park bathrooms 66% 55% 68% 68% 70% 59% 81%

Neighborhood playgrounds, trails, picnic tables, natural areas 66% 58% 67% 70% 63% 61% 76%
Natural areas/green spaces throughout the city 65% 56% 66% 73% 62% 59% 82%
Natural areas, water, habitat 64% 48% 74% 64% 63% 52% 83%

N Safety measures 64% 58% 66% 73% 56% 57% 77%

Basic upkeep and minor repairs 64% 61% 60% 68% 65% 63% 70%

Pools, etc. to keep people cool 62% 60% 66% 62% 61% 59% 67%

Q6. Here is a list of some of the services and programs that Portland Parks & Recreation currently provides. Please indicate whether you think cuts should be made to that service in order to balance the budget,
F M or whether you would be willing to pay additional taxes or fees to maintain or improve that service. *Not Part of Split Sample
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Majorities of renters want to maintain

or improve childcare and senior programs.

Pay Some More to Maintain or Significantly More to Improve

All City Council District

Service/Program

Voters
Homeowners Renters

Childcare, afterschool and summer camps 60% 63% 62% 66% 50% 54% 74%
ATrees 59% 55% 61% 65% 53% 50% 76%

Free/low-cost programs for all 58% 61% 55% 64% 50% 48% 80%
Neighborhood open spaces/sports fields 58% 54% 70% 55% 55% 50% 73%
Affordable senior programs 58% 57% 61% 61% 54% 52% 74%

Small neighborhood community centers 53% 48% 56% 57% 49% 49% 67%
Sports teams, arts classes 52% 59% 42% 61% 49% 44% 73%
Arts/culture centers 52% 39% 56% 59% 48% 47% 64%

ALarge community centers 6 days/week 51% 42% 54% 58% 48% 46% 64%
Swim lessons 48% 39% 63% 47% 40% 45% 57%

Dog parks 38% 36% 42% 43% 31% 32% 50%

Q6. Here is a list of some of the services and programs that Portland Parks & Recreation currently provides. Please indicate whether you think cuts should be made to that service in order to balance the budget,
F M or whether you would be willing to pay additional taxes or fees to maintain or improve that service. *Not Part of Split Sample




N _

Messaging




Positive messaging lifts support to 55%, though strong

support and opposition remain evenly matched.
+4.0% Margin of Error

Initial Vote After Positive Messages

pefinitely yes | NN 25 | +.., I 25 | 1ota
Probably yes [N 19% | Yes I 20% Yes

0, 0,
Undecided, lean yes 8% >2% 6% >5%
Undecided, leanno 2% Total 2% Total
Probably no 18% No 14% No
0, 0,
Definiely no [ 27% | 7 I 5% |
Undecided | 1% 0%

F M 3 Q2 & Q8. Would you vote yes or no on this measure?
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Messaging in Support of a Parks Levy Increase

Ranked by Very Convincing

A(FIRES) Portland is facing new challenges in the era of climate change — including the risk that a fire in places like
35% Forest Park spreads to homes and businesses as happened recently in Los Angeles. This measure would clear brush,
remove invasive species, and repair evacuation routes in the park and protect our community.

A(MAINTENANCE) Portland’s aging and outdated parks, pools and community centers have a severe
34¢y backlog of repairs and maintenance. Putting off these repairs will soon mean that these facilities are beyond repair
0  and will have to be closed forever. Voting “yes” on this levy helps protect the parks, pools and community centers

we already have.

33¢y (STAND TO LOSE/CLOSURES) Without additional funding, Portland will be forced to close community centers, shut
0 down pools, and eliminate some programs for seniors and youth.

31(y AQUALITY OF LIFE) Parks are one of the best things about Portland. Supporting a measure to fund parks and
0 recreation will ensure that we protect our quality of life.

(STAND TO LOSE/MAINTENANCE) Without additional funding, Portland will be forced to reduce
30% parks maintenance, trash pickup, and safety improvements in parks, sports fields, playgrounds, picnic areas,
and bathrooms.

18(y (AFFORDABLE/YEAR) Now, more than ever, we need parks, pools, community centers and recreation programs that
0  are affordable and accessible to everyone. $S400 per year is a small price to pay for the parks and recreation we love.

(AFFORDABLE/MONTH) Now, more than ever, we need parks, pools, community centers and recreation programs
17% that are affordable and accessible to everyone. $33 per month is a small price to pay for the parks and recreation we
love.

Q7. Please consider the following statements from people who may support it. For each one, please indicate whether you find it very convincing, somewhat convincing, or not convincing as a
F M reason to vote yes on a levy. “Not Part of Split Sample




The need to invest in reducing fire risk, as well as basic maintenance
and avoiding closures, are relatively compelling themes.

B Very Convincing B Somewhat Convincing

AFires 35% 35% 69%
AMaintenance 34% 32% 66%
Stand to Lose/Closures 33% 29% 62%
AQuality of Life 31% 41% 72%
Stand to Lose/Maintenance 30% 35% 65%

Affordable/Year 18% 32% 50%

Affordable/Month 17% 30% 47%

Q7. Please consider the following statements from people who may support it. For each one, please indicate whether you find it very convincing, somewhat convincing, or not convincing as a
F M reason to vote yes on a levy. “Not Part of Split Sample
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Conclusions
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Conclusions

* With two-thirds support based on ballot language alone, a Portland Vibrant Communities levy
renewal is viable for a November 2025 election.

* A levy increase is a more difficult proposition. However, a strong, positive campaign with no
funded opposition (while still very risky) could be successful if voters learn more about the service
cuts entailed if the current levy continues at the existing rate.

= A slim majority supports an increase based on title and caption alone — and strong support
and opposition are evenly matched. However, they are much more sensitive to tax increases
than they have been in the past — particularly an increase that would “more than double”
current rates. This reduces support to the barest majority.

= But softly supportive voters are largely in the typical base of support for such measures
(Democratic, younger, and women). Positive messaging stressing the risk of cuts to services
and maintenance — and the need to invest in wildfire prevention — lifts support.

* Voters continue to regularly use parks and have started to turn the corner on overall pessimism
about life in the City.
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