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Welcome



Our Team

• Helen Daltoso, Regional Arts & Culture Council

• Antoinette Edwards, Office of Youth Violence Prevention, retired

• Subashini Ganesan-Forbes, Former Creative Laureate of Portland, 
New Expressive Works

• Dr. S. Renee Mitchell, I AM M.O.R.E., artist, writer

• Prentice Onayemi, Grains of Salt, artist

• Donovan Scribes, Gentrification is WEIRD! Artist, writer, speaker, 
producer

• Cynthia Sulaski, Overlook Neighborhood Association

• Patricia Welch, North Portland Library, retired

• Jeana Woolley, JM Woolley & Associates, community developer

Community Advisory Committee (CAC)



Agenda

1. Presentation
• IFCC Site Review

• History and Timeline of IFCC

• CAC’s Vision Statement

• Artist Residencies

• Feasibility Study Goals 

2. Interactive Activity

3. Report Out

4. Next Steps



Why are we here?



Vision Statement

IFCC will be an anchor facility where the 

history of Portland’s Black community – 

and its rich arts and culture 

contributions – can be presented, 

displayed, discussed, and honored. 



The Site



IFCC Location

5340 N. Interstate Ave.
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History and Timeline



Timeline

1910 – 1959

The structure was constructed and 
functioned as a fire station serving 
N/NE Portland until 1959.

1910

2022



Timeline

1982

IFCC is founded by Charles Jordan, 
Portland’s first Black Commissioner 
and Director of Portland Parks & 
Recreation.

1982

1910 2022



Timeline

1982 - 2010

IFCC has served as a cultural home for 
the Black community in N/NE Portland 
since its inception in 1982.

It was operated by the non-profit arts 
organization IFCC, Inc until 2010.

1982

1910 2022



Timeline

2010 - 2014

The IFCC was briefly managed by a 
music education non-profit until 
2014.

2010

1910 2022



Timeline

2015

Management of the IFCC was 
returned to Portland Parks & 
Recreation. 

It was underutilized due to a lack of 
funding.

2015

1910 2022



Timeline

2018

The IFCC Community Advisory 
Committee (CAC) was appointed by 
former City Commissioner Amanda 
Fritz to recommend a vision and 
sustainable operating model for IFCC.

2018

1910 2022



Timeline

2019

The IFCC CAC presented a report that: 

1) Proposed the expansion of the IFCC as a Center for 
Black Arts and Culture.

2) Recommended the IFCC be managed by a partner 
non-profit.

3) Requested funding & support to explore the 
feasibility for the vision and expansion of IFCC

2019

1910 2022



Timeline

2020

Mayor Ted Wheeler and PP&R Director Adena Long 
expressed support for the CAC’s vision and the 
formation of a partner non-profit.

Funding for a Feasibility Study was secured thanks 
to the voter-supported 2020 Parks Local Option 
Levy.

2020

1910 2022



Timeline

2022

A consultant team was selected by 
the CAC and PP&R to conduct the 
Feasibility Study.

2022

1910



Timeline

2022 - present

The IFCC Feasibility Study is underway. 

The non-profit, Friends of the IFCC is 
incorporated.

The IFCC Facility is currently activated 
by a Black artist residency program and 
is funded through March 2025.

2022

1910



Artist Residencies



Artist Residencies

Studio Abioto

Lauren Modica

Onry

Breana DePriest



Friends of the IFCC



Friends of the IFCC

In 2023, the CAC members collectively formed a new non-
profit organization called “Friends of the IFCC” to work in 
partnership with Portland Parks & Recreation on all future 
phases of the IFCC Center for Black Arts & Culture. 



The Opportunity



Feasibility Study

Goal: 

To produce a market, financial, and operational analysis 
to determine a sustainable operating plan for IFCC – 
that is aligned with the community’s vision.



The Study So Far



Existing Site
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Existing Building

Water Tower

Patton Square Park



Potential Expansion



Potential Expansion



Feasibility Study



And we need your input!



Meeting Activity



Part 1 – Review Potential Uses



Part 2: Brainstorm Events & Programs



Part 3: Answer Admissions & Attendance Questions



Part 4: Brainstorm Potential Partners



Let’s get started!



Report Out



After Action Review

1. Please list 3 positive 
outcomes of this meeting.

2. What are your concerns?

3. Do you have suggestions for 
improvements?

4. How would you explain in 2 
sentences what we have 
accomplished at this 
meeting?



Thank you!
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